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A HUE NOT FUI 



II should be dear that all Of us find the present state of 
affairs, both in our own lives and the world around us, to he 
insufferable— otherwise, why would we be reading or contrib- 
uting to Inside Front? Hardcore has followed the angry nega- 
tion of punk rock as a logical next step: a movement of indi- 
viduals who have positive ideas about what should replace 
the racist, sexist, constrictive world order which we are all fight- 
ing to destroy. But there is a wide gulf between dissatisfaction 
and productive action. And while the hardcore community 
seems at first glance to he one of the best places to initiate 
change, as a subculture it has an insidious built-in pitfall that 
has to this day prevented Its members f rom presenting a real 
challenge to the status quo. 

It is all too tempting to lose perspective and become 
so wrapped up in being a member of ihe hardcore ''scene' that 
you forget the desires that led you to it in the first place. Don't 
believe the nay-sayers who would have you beiieva that there 
is nothing we can do to change the world around us. What 
they are saying, in effect, is that we should buy into the Ameri- 
can tradition of adolescent rebellion: join an iconoclastic youth 
" movement ," which in its internal workings and values more 
likely than not still mirrors Ihe mainstream, and get alt of our 
unruly impulses and suspicious idealism out of our collective 
system... so we can return to the social and economic estab- 
lishment to be "well-adjusted" adults who patiently stomach 
every necessary condition of the present slate of affairs, 
whether or not we betray ourselves in so doing. Those who 
believe — mistakenly, in my opinion — that they really do profit 
from today’s prevailing governmental and cultural condilions 
would love for us to believe that there is nothing more mean- 
ingful we can do with ourselves than dance to loud music and 
follow esoteric fashion trends. 

Sadly, that is the perspective encouraged by the 
throngs of hardcore labels and magazines today that offer little 
more than da nee able music and regurgitated slogans without 
really presenting new ideas or solutions for the problems of 
our era. And those who have tried to venture outside of the 
closed circuit of the hardcore community have more often than 
not lost sight of their original goals and become the pawns of 
political or religious cull groups. But it is real revolution that we 
want, isn't it? However difficult and distant that goal may seem, 
it is better lhat we work for it step by step, as patiently and 
persistently as we can, than that we allow ourselves to be- 
come satisfied with being members of a short-lived phenom- 
enon of rebellious youth culture. 



Inside Front is at least as guilty of being overiy inwardly 
directed as any other magazine In ihe hardcore community . 
We the staff feltthal It was important that we contributed what 
we could to communication and solidarity within this commu- 
nity before we took any further sleps. But now we are ready to 
put the second phase of our assault on the social and cultural 
atmosphere of our era Into effect. Working with Madia, 
IUDWITIR publishing, and others, we are starting a record 
label and press which will offer what we believe are art, music, 
and ideas that truly challenge conventions and traditions both ; 
inside and outside the hardcore scene. Thus, our three step 
plan to destroy today’s world: 

I. Inside Front: A magazine with the express purpose 
of drawing the hardcore scene closer together, so that like- 
minded individuals within It can work together tor a greater 
purpose, and those who find themselves at odds can at 
least profit from baing exposed to each other's ideas and 
arguments, It must be published frequently and affordably 
enough to function as a reliable news periodical. To achieve 
its purpose, it is crucial lhal Inside Front receive news and 
submissions from as many sources as possible. 

II. Crimethlnc,: A record label and book/magazine press 
dedicated to supporting new, challenging ideas and music/ 
art that push beyond the limits of the mundane and ordi- 
nary, Ihe ultimate goal being to bring a greater breadth and 
depth of experience into our lives and thus make our indi- 
vidual existences more meaningful. Furthermore, this must 
somehow be accomplished without the ideas and artwork 
in question being compromised by commodification and 
image marketing, so that we do not replicate and preserve 
the status quo in the course of our efforts to fight It, 

III. The third step is, of course, to “take our case be- 
fore the world’ 1 and do what we can to make the world around 
us a place we find livable, More information on step three will 
be forthcoming, In the meantime, we cal upon all of you to do 
what you can, If you will, to help Inside Front to fulfill its goal to 
be a useful news reference to the hardcore community; we 
also encourage you to keep an eye on Crimethlnc. to see if it 
will become the groundbreaking, uncompromising label that 
some of us have been hoping for. Stay luned... 
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number two contains ait In-dBplh. 
3000+ word interview with »an 
rrtacfcaye of minor Ihrecit. luqa^i, 
etc - a weli-resew-ched article by 
biyan all! an ihe many liberty 
(hreatening laws pending in the 
legislative body * an interview with 
dr’ frank of mtK '* a guest column by 
the unabomber * reviews on jus I 
abaui every thirty you can think or 
cause we -get so much tree shit * 
an article on flow evolution is 
destroying ihe human race (and 
rightfully sol) - an article on this 
whole UPC code controversy * and 
a wide variety of other really 
superb SluFI and it all looks pretty 
goddamn nice loo 1 all artsy and 
shit, like eye fuckin' candy. 

Read our review in this issue of 
Inside Front- if Brian liked Ihe Iasi 
issue, he'll REAL! Y like Ibis one. 



ns a big fai one. 88 full size pages on a 
web offset press, there's even two colors 
on the cover its two dollar bills and two 
stamps, seni to you via first class mail 
{costs us a $1 .70 lo mail it}, you can gel 
number one also if you add a buck. 
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Sooner murder an infant in ils cradle 
than nurse unacted desires." 

m. 
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Vielcome to your most beautiful nightmare. . , 






The tong matted new release from Ptiltadelptim STARKWEAW&l- 
i Wring, touting, & stn^ty tn&tizm. Tate a sad wrerttotg rotter 
coaster ride ttirax# dm doth side of human emotion. Ungodly Peaty and 
exp/os vs yec dm In a triquefy poetic odte dtsurbtng manner. 

ajytflnti yoi have ever experienced: ttos will tern? you cn your 
tames, crying <£ trowing & dm wallpaper, praying Tar trxitwrcw. 
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'Thait nnsl hpnssi™ ntea» Is dcts. The nosl talented & jtovdurwf netnl hankue baud T>j nwr heed. I 
mMpM fewer nbotrl flik band." ■ TENSION SUILDIIVS feidm toga* 19W 
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wb ifsmra over 100 other hardcore labels' 
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INSIDE FRONT 

We caring individuals at Inside From really do want to know 
your needs as readers so we -cart better entertain and inform you. Please 
help us to help you by taking a moment 10 respond lo our humble Survey 
on a separate sheet of paper, and you will receive a complementary Inside 
Front pencil for your time' 

3. Name: 

Address: __ 



2. What would you like to see more of In Inside Front 17 
a more interviews wuh popular susjgtu edge bands 
b-nurfe photos oF popular stmigiiLcdjLL- bands holding guitars 
L--m ore scene reports from Finland and Bulgaria 
d- fc| mo" Rts from the editor about his faltering love life 

e- mure surveys 

3. What else would you like to see more of in Inside Front? 
a-mcre ddverlisemeftli f rom Epitaph and Earache records, etc 
b-more reviews of Epitaph and Earache records, tic. 

c-moie kind-, uiJkmg shit about aforesaid labels 
d-more liters from disgruntled hardline warriors 

e-fhc entire catalogue of mail Catharsis has received from European metal labels 
threatening lawsuits tf they do not change their name 

4. What is your financial status? 

a-l could have aiFnrdcd this issue even if it was $6! 

h-l can consume an entirely politically correct, cruelty free did wufeouL Losing 
weighs 

c4 have □ o&r r a record player, and a couple VCRs... Era not rich or anything 
d-My resume includes more than two years of work ifi food service 
e-S4 is pretty steep for a CD! 

5. Do you collect records? 
n-yes 

b-cio. continue io question #7 



READER SURVE'i 

6. Do you have in your collection: 
a-due Antidote T 
b-theAmebix "Monolith" 12" 

c-thc Oi PoLLoi "Resist This Atomic Menaca 11 ’ 7" 
d’the Agnostic; Front ’’live ai CBCiBs” video 
o-ihe eponymous Dsamonda Galas record 

7. What other valuable possessions do you keep in your home? 
a-a computer or two 

b-xentiung or printing cquEpmem 
c4o«s of postage stamps 

d-just a car. a record player, and a couple VCR’s 
e-| don't trust hanks 

S. How effective is the police force in your town? 
a-dcui't even iry it 

b-most break-ins are quickly thwarted and prosecuted 
c-tomt breiik-ms are .quickly Thwarted and prosecuted 
d-the cops sre iou fat to move 
e-1 Live in Los Angeles 

9 . Do you live alone? 

What shift do you work? 

When do you go on vacation? __ 

10. Whrtt kind of lock do you have on your door** — 

Whai kind of security systems do you have* if any? 

Do you have a dog? 

How many pounds cm you bench press? 

Thunk you very muth for your time' Please notify us if you change addresses, 
change shifts, tw change your vacation plans. Van'll be hearing /mm ire soon! 

Inland Empire Emductinns 

Please maUjaur answwi to; 2695 Rattgewaod &r. 

Atlanta GA 30345 




Revolution As Marketable Product 



Catharsis CD $8, Trial 7 M in early 96. 
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Consumerism and You 

Using Your Resources Wisely 
To Escape From The System 



Each of us has a variety of desires: some powerful and 
long-lasting, others short-lived and weak, In general, if you satisfy 
your immediate desires at the cost of your more permanent ones, 
you will be unhappy and may not even know why. For this reason, 
it is crucial that each of us as individuals identify and prioritize our 
own desires, and then use our resources accordingly to achieve our 
principal goals. 

In our culture, the most fundamental resources we have 
are lime, in which to accomplish tilings, and money, with which to 
acquire or produce things. And as 
we struggle to use our time and 
money to our greatest benefit, the 
society we live in endeavors to 
take them from US sd as to pre- 
serve the status quo, Everywhere 
you go. you see and hear constant 
advertisements, using every psy- 
chological trick in the book to 
convince you to buy this or that. 

These companies do not care 
whether or not ii is in your best 
interest to buy their products: 
their fundamental goal, as corpo- 
rations. is to sell you their wares 
at a profu so that they can main- 
tain and expand their power arid 
control. In competition with com- 
panies of th is kind , very few more 
concerned businesses have managed to survive into our age of enor- 
mous corporations and chain -store monopolies. So. almost by defi- 
nition, an individual cannot trust any of Lhe corporations in today’s 
marketplace to tel! hint the leuth about whether or not he will ben- 
efit from purchasing their products They want his or her money in 
their projects-, and that. is the bottom line; and because we live in 
such an apathetic and materialistic society, winch is so heavily domi- 
nated by, the ‘mass media' and thus by advertising, their objective is 
easy to accomplish. 

If may not seem ’ait first that we lose much by complying 
with the mass-consumer mentality of out era, but in terms of re- 
sources squandered, it really adds up. Cigarette smoking is an easy 
target, hui a good example: a typical smoker spends at least i wo or 
three doljo/ya day on cigarettes, which adds up to more than eight 
hundred dollars a year The real shame is that smoking cigarettes 
really does nothing for you; at least l-SD or alcohol have an effect 
on the brain that some may find interesting, hut a smoker is really 
purchasing nothing more than the image thaE he or she has seen 



advertised in magazines and movies since birth. The issue of pri- 
orities comes up again here: if an individual's greatest desire in all 
the world was to smoke cigarettes, then he or she would make a 
good decision by doing so. But most smokers, if they considered 
it, would conclude that a more ultimately rewarding use of that 
$800 a year would he to release a record by their friend's hand, or 
to attend college courses, or to take a vacation in Alaska, or — after 
a few years — to purchase a decent automobile. Bui because of the 
constant barrage of propaganda, these individuals often don’t stop 

to consider what a be tier use of 
their resources might be. 

Now, smoking is an obvious 
example of this, but the exact 
same scenario takes place in the 
lives of millions of people who 
do nol smoke. Every day people 
spend money on junk food, styl- 
ish and overpriced clothing, and 
other status symbols that really 
do nothing to make their lives ful- 
filling. Once again, between the 
influences of advertising and 
habit, we never stop to consider 
whether our purchases make 
sense in the long run. These com- 
panies take our money and. in 
many cases, use it to cany out en- 
vironmentally or socially damag- 
ing projects that most of us, if better educated, would oppose... and 
in the meantime, we have less money with which to pursue the 
goals that are really important to us. It breaks my heart to see so 
many intelligent men and wGntcn wasting money that they need 
for their bands, medical expenses, debts, education, etc. just so 
they can eat in a fancy restaurant like their favorite movie stars or 
buy dothes like the kids they will never meet on the television. 
Especially those of us in hardcore, in the so-called '‘countercul- 
ture,' who claim to have so many important issues we want to 
actively address, should be saving- our money for this purpose and 
not spending it in frivolous ways. 

That is the problem with countercultures: generally, they 
are not really “counter" to culture ai all; rather, they are merely 
different versions of the mainstream culture. And "culture’' is the 
ultimate catalyst of consumerism: as a member of a culture, the 
individual feels that he or she must have all the necessary equip- 
ment to partake in the culture. Thus, most households in Western 
civilization have television sets, because that is something that sub- 



Are you a radical by night 




and a wage-slave by day? 



bribers lei Weskrn culture must have to "stay in the loop” and 
share common ground with their contemporaries-, Little thought is 
given by anyone lo the positive yr negative effects of televisions 
the important thing is to have a television, so (hat. you will not be 
"back wards" h by the cultural standards of your community. Thus, 
culture sells commodities more effectively than any advertising 
campaign ever could, and with an equal disregard for the true needs 
of the consumers. 

And here, in hardcore, we have let our '"counte rail lure' ! 
become, in many ways, a culture where certain consumption es 
almost necessary for indivduals to play a part. Far too many hardcore 
kids dress the same way, wearing clothes that arc often actually 
expensive, overpriced, and unnecessary — 
that goes especially for band t-shirts. Far too 
maiiy kids feel like they need to own certain 
records or other products to fed a pari of 
hardcore, and far too many others encour- 
age this kind of thinking. Hardcore, as a phe- 
nomenon that should be truly 
amnttreuiturah should if any thing encour- 
age individuals to dress and act according to 
their own personal needs alone, and not to 
follow trends or waste their money on any 
products that are not necessary for ibetr long- 
term happiness. One step that 1 think could 
be made in the proper direction, away from 
fashion and towards individuality and real 
substance, would for record labels and maga- 
zines to prim fewer photos of hardcore bands 
dressed in some cutting edge style or another. 

These photos encourage younger kids who 
are just getting involved in hardcore to believe that hardcore has 
more to do with style of dress than with issues and ideals. Dress 
and live in a way that is right for you. and fight against the adver- 
tisers and trend-mongers who would Scad you astray. 

Money is not the only resource (hat we will waste if wc 
become too caught up in mainstream or "underground" culture, 
however. Time, our other crucial resource, is also at stake. The 
time you spend watching that television that most Western house- 
holds have, so (hat you can get your mind off how bored you arc in 
our incredibly alienating civilization or so that you can lulk with 
your friends about which girl you think is cute on some inane show, 
is time (hat in all likelihood could he belter spent. Just as the ciga- 
rette smoker often docs not stop to consider how much happier he 
or she might be with a new car or college degree rather than an 
addiction, the television watcher generally does not consider how 
he or she might ultimately benefit more from reading intelligent 
books or periodicals, or from exercising, or from volunteering in 
some socially conscious organization. This is especially true be- 
cause televisions do noi come with warnings from the Surgeon 
General, Similarly, and to an even worse degree, many of us — 
over 90% of U,S. citizens, according id some polls — must waste 
our lives away working at some job ihat we despise and find abso- 
lutely meaningless. 

You can sec how system perpetuates itself: from birth, we 
arc brainwashed to consume as great a volume as we can of prod- 
ucts that we do not really need or desire. In order to pay Ibr this 
consumption, wc must begin, working at an early age for the same 



corporations that create these products. Indeed many of these cor- 
porations have stake in so many different products that (hey can 
keep us running in circles forever once we enter the circuit: from 
junk food to diet food, From movies to the fancy clothes the char- 
acters wear, from sports equipment to medical treatment, from al- 
cohol to alcoholism treatment.., and back again. The whole system 
is further complicated by credit card companies, loan companies, 
and of course the legal system, which defends the interests and 
schemes of these corporations. The work these companies give us 
so that we can pay for their products is, of course, not very fulfill- 
ing, for the ultimate purpose of these companies as entities has 
nothing to do with giving meaning to human life. So, bored and 
exhausted from our full time jobs at (he 
local law firm, real estate agency, or fast 
food restaurant, we know of no other way 
to try to relax than to buy more products: 
bigger televisions, higher-status 
automobiles and clothes, more Snapcase 
shirts or records that say XX Straight 

EdgcXXX” three times on the cover— just 
so you're sure that you're buying the right 
commodity for your own specialized con- 
sumer subculture! 

The problem with this state of affairs is 
clear: it not only discourages individuals 
from identifying and pursuing their own 
true desires, it even prevents them from 
doing so Our materialistic society teaches 
us that having money is important so that 
wc will possess ihe freedom tv have things t 
Bui freedom as not having things,, freedom 
is being able to do the things you desire to do. Having material 
possessions around sou ej-nno: m-ike your Life meaningful if you 
must sell your freedom l< experience the life you would truly en- 
joy in return for these atnemiiM and status symbols... and (hat is 
exactly What wc do when we our precious time working for 
bloated, cancerous eorpoi a'u i> in order to obtain the money we 
need to waste for thei? useless product 

1 see two possible solutions to ih?> problem- First, if you 
can stop wasting your mms\ on unnecessary products, and can 
affCrd to live cheaply, you -.an stop working for lhe&e corpora- 
tions. With the enonnoiis resource* i time 'feu this action frees up 
for you, you can involve %ouT>df ■” prinecE* ihac you care about, 
and can figure out how to earn enough money honestly on your 
own to survive. Second— and Lhis is a common predicament in 
today's world, as large compame* haw > pretty firm monopoly chi 
ail the necessities of survival and do not sell (hem cheap— if you 
cannot afford to live without working at a dehumanizing job , by nil 
means at least do not let them waste your money as well as your 
time. You may have to give up forty or mare hours a week to them, 
hut at least use the money you cam in ways tha( wilt still make 
your life more meaning fu I . You could save i! up and eventually try 
to open your own business (as Chris Malinowski, owner of 
California's On The Edge record store, did while he worked at Zed 
Records), or at least use it to contribute to something in which you 
really believe. The choice is yours what eo do with your money 
and time... just don't let any advertising campaign make it for you, 
before you even realize you have it. 



I DIDN'T 60 TO 
WORK TODAY. 
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AT INSIDE FRONT, WE 
NEED FROM YOU.. 

Oxides the ofcmouS scans reports and news, we else 
• : ^.wk and photography too to make Srrside Fronl more 
t .e , qntertaininq I? veu have any exceptional photos or your 
_ i ., , diiutiiKj please submil Ihem, il we them wd'll yive 
■ t and |! -G>t weffl -frth&i p>j^ rhoni on to oilier needy 

■v-i ctr^-uiated >inets, or reTurn them at your request Much 

- -- • insn the traditional gfnetrie band photos, however, we want 
.; nal pnoLoa or ad work depict other things our readers might 

: > iteresting. documeniaifen of police urutgtity in your neighbor- 

- »g unusua' day «n Ihe life phoxo^ from an existence against 
->-■? grain $atme collages ending— you maketh® call 

SubflTii^ittfK are always welcome fui iwviuw. At Unspopnt 
t"fr only Gireumstances under winch we will not review a magazine 
i ri ... m • rn iy v,is tecatve are «l it eppueJS that the pailv who senl it 
rfifi noi realize trial Inside Front is a hardcores magazine, nal a ga- 
rage toct. magazine or wnaievsr We Will certainly review Jacist. 
“siat. of homophobic materiel if we tscsvs ii, to identity ft as such 
and ialk shit about il If the volume of material we feceive for re- 
■- ewmcfeases sigrnlicauily am m,jy uJiange the review policy in 
s i“ mteFtsst oi jsjriruiiy ifj^tde Ftcwit as u&efu* a harddore periodical 
*9 possible we strong iy woofiragg both bio labels and small to 
provide u s with thecr releases Sd wr can continue to provide our 
.-readers witn information about them 

We're aleo always ready tor letters, but please try to make 
them readable and at least semi-mieliigent/coher^nT so that we will 
nor make Ido much luh o! you IT you think you have a good idea lor 
■d column great, we neec mu;e ul bhose but please cpniacl us 
1-rst so we car dmcur.s it n brt We hope well bo hearing Irom a I of 
of you soon 

i_ : - — 



^tormtort 

- brutal ^ar&core - 

STORMCORlisclfproduccd debut CD 'To the potri!' 1 
available now f $i\ tracks of pure in your face Metal 
MosHmtc fn da N.Y.H.C. Style, 

Order it now or you'll £c< fuck up 'til the rest of vuur life I !! 
Send US $ 13:00 (p.p.) or 75 FF (p.e,) (g 



^tormcore 

Lc Palis (Its Filches 
353 IQ Oiavagne 
France 



Support da scene !!! 
Hardcore lives !!! 

- iHimotf $Qtosf jpero Hocoa - 

Bands, Zincs, Radio Show*, labels get in touch now I 




P.O. BOX 42566 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19101-2536 

USA 

EMAIL; JVERY@NETAXS.COM 



Give us s minute ta Inirnduca you to Very. We are, in liia wonts ol others, 'Hie 
natioii s very besi mtferder" (inside front Tanthie #5!, We been tilling your math 
bones with all your favorite hardcore & punk rook records since 1932, We carry 
over 100 dilterenl labels Irom all over the world, 8 our catalog is ever 00 pages 
long. No shHI We carry everything from labels like New flp 8 Vleinry to Bern 
Biandstein, jade Tree, Ebullition, Art Monk construction & nearly everything In 
between. We give lull reviews on everything we sell, so you don’t end up buying otirfl 
that tint your style. We carry air formats: compact disc, vinyl, & cassette, & we 
also slock clothing, posters, stickers, 8 lots oidillereirt tam' net. Yen name ii, we got 
il. We're not one of those rip est mailorders; we've been doing this for ever 3 years 

now 8 have rilled ever 1 0,000 orders. No lake. We are honest, reliable, cheap, con 

Br,an.<,< cdks. w takir Baa voiJ.Ebjb, me 60 bucks kiss kiss kiss ((n|w s „ , n s , ^ s „ „„ 



kids! 

For a copy of our monthly catalog, just send us 3 stamps (US) or S2 
| world). If you don't want to miss a single catalog & want to be on our 
mailing list for the next 6 catalogs, jusi send us S3 (US) or S6 (world). 
Remember, postage ain't tree, so no stamps = no catalog. Thanks! 

stores! 

Ws can otter you just about everything we offer ihe kids al low 
whofetate prices. Please drop us a postcard or fas us 
at (215)426.9662 tor our most recemS cool catalog. 
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JVr the 5th grade mv mother took me i * r for my tvwmd physical / stepped off 
the soak on d weighed thy of 190 pounds of 5 jeet The doctor look #m puii l-. 
Cheeked my hivalhinff: Examined my tltroat. Xhr wtywM ujbi% rfrrjjjp u/. her 
chart and said. "Done. 1 ' My mother fonkfti of the doctor nrut iuid t ‘ "M * dWififl 
ter needs to go ot r a dies . " 

"Your 4iix$hfer t fss^u ,r the i-jWiw said 
i "JVo, she need t Wgo on si the* She weighs im mudCl. - 
r ‘ Yimrtfoughtcr s Maitfty, She just has big hones M 

At dimer that m^kt, and every night ihimtfrer, My mother said. " Maybe 
ym should chew y oot food slowly so you 'von i galn^o much weight " 

in jumorjdgh J decided dm r nm mom wotdti like meaner \ai\d ihercfort 
I'd like myselfbeiler) if l threw up mv fefod. After u hide viersLtMpmhsoffvMg 
a dvstffwlimtc l passed am iti front of m\ home, woks? up a Jew mttmie^jpier 
terrified, and decided dull Fth&utd stop throwing op. f fuamged to cntdtMn 
ihmwing up r o twice a week i miens i ate something that / thought wrmid Make me 
gain weighs overnight. 

In high scmol i mid m an tele about the physical damage* throwing up 
could do r a my stomach, throat, ami mouth so hsoppeii l replaced hu!mia wirfi 
am everyd&v exercise program and diet. I ate a tittle over f.OOO admit? per dir, 
am 1 measured and calculated everything / ate. Breakfast: fwo slices of whole 
wheat bmu( 55 calf slice} with t/2 ti tablespoon of strawberry jar# on slits 

(54 caUtbsp. }, Luiptt; chicken r 155 cal/medium size.}, peas t Of atiJl/2 ai i no 
tice. Dimer: slice of pizza (150 cal J. Des wrt iif l kh l had lost weighty V- 
pomto chips (95 ml fl2 chips j. 

During ninth through tenth grade, l was pale and my hair was thin, bu t t 
weighed 1&5 pounds at 5*2 My mom fhtmght 1 was beautiful and was ready 
promt r i was too , 

A t some point in every womens life. generally during childhotxL they 
&ie taught that in order to have same reeling of self-worth they mtwi he 
,J lhsn/' betJLUM: J 'rhin M means beautiful .-inti beautiful. for women. often 
means, love, success, anti acceptance. Society — beginning in the borne and the 
mass media — encourages and nurtures this lype or thinking, causing many 
women, both young and old . to thi n It that they must go iq my length to be “itorf 
I believe that women first k-gin to develop the noti on ilui Eh lo be beautiful 
one must be thin" 1 in the home. Looking ul the scenario above one has to wonder 
why the mol her is, encouraging her daughter to lose weight if her daughter's 
health is no* at risk. Having lived out the above scenario. I wasn't exactly sure 
myself. All l knew Was. that my mol her, who is thin herself, preferred Sha! I be 
thinner. It wasn’i until l was older (hat I realized why me being thin was so 
important to her. Wherever she rook me her mends and my family always said. 
"Your daughter"* beautiful arid solhm " For some reason this praise my mother 
received made her proud, rami happy. She liked bemg able to point out to her 
friends ihat -she could buy me anything to wear and it would always fit as well as. 
look good on me. Of course bemg young I wanted to please my mom and in- 
stinctively I learned that m order to receive love from her l should do what slit- 
wanted, and that was lose weight nnd remain ihin. Also, all the praise my mother 
received because of me made me happy ami onfe encoura ejed me io continue 
what I was doing, 

I have spoken to several women who've hid -similar isxperien«s to mine, 
to either a leaser or more ealreme degree, while growing up. Aisd ilsough jLI of 
them have moved away from home nnd have been living on rheir owji for quite 
Souk* nme their concept of tbemselv^s remains p radically the same as when 
they lived at home. Even ihou^h they may seem comfortable with ibcmsclves 
and the way chai they look now (none are overweight by mcdLcal siimdards) they 
still find themselves way once in a while insimetivciy ohse^ing abinu shdir 
bodies and rheir weight. One woman. Stacy, who ts about 5‘4 H and no more than 
1 3 5 pounds, works out four to five times a week for an huur and fifteen minutes. 

I would ntrt discourage Stacy from exercising, rather 1 am concerned about her 
motivation for exercising. It’s one thing to work out to stay fit and it's another to 
work out because you fear gaining weight. .Stacy cannot cus .h piece of chocolate 
or a scoop of ice cream or a piece of cake without feeling like sk has to go to the 
gym loshed the pounds she put on afier eating a paructUui diasat Tliough Stacy 
is ccn$jibfid tm thp ihin side and we tan petite sizes, she fiubixmciously fears 
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purring cnii arty weight. Weigh jetenntuci now ^he k-efs from one day to ihe 
next, thc thinrttr sbe if find feels ihe happier >he U with herself Stacy stems io 
equ**. being unhappy and unsuccesstul with wei^hi ^aih. Stacy grew up will) a 
d-MRin &er|ng in&diei who svz\s ■ : wei^ut no •<-.■!:' and was in fact 

OTKjn^jc4fer & ^htni period while citC'^rng tip. W^iat she taughl Stacy, 

u ncofi 5 c i ou^ty, vi&h that no tme will like • .ucej't vou if you 3 ne heavy: you 
CMruft achieve any thing befilg- hav\ -/m ■ ; hough Stacy r«cogni^s 
that what Sier molher, taught her was wrong, in#iiiicti\c,y '■he has adopied her 
mother’s obseisive nmuic reg,/ ■ ' : ■■ -r ■ -:.h Sucy . - not physically 

anorexic or biitimic her nicnsahly i- n dsittreni \h±n ihe artorexie or bulimic, 
lust recently exciMty iM tr-e brr* . i“. ihics -H.-u.ndi uler getting off ihe 
pi II . Lwondcr what 's more 1 1 np. ■- : 1 tre v cnong an unwanted pregnancy or keep- 
ing off ihRx pounds? % 

Though ja.iuwihg f ipin n=> . and m«cv‘s casft^s probably noi Ihe norm: 
it not llwuys laic KOnicin.- : . to leach a gtil growing up that she 

m ust sen ve 10 he thin end beausi !. H w often have women beard from cither an 
aunt or othe r nil alive dr fiutir. 1 > f-cr. a You have ^uch a pretty face, you could be 
<;n much prcitieT if yea Lost 4 ..11 v " or "Havq you put on some weight 

llsc last lithe I saw you. H-U- ! -:V:!.- So he filling out?'" These remarks 

Cm ortly nuke a young en I r i ^equate and insecure nbt.>ut her&df. She be- 
gins io equate the norma! changes ? her hi>dy while growing up wiih guming 
weight Railiei thiui under :r.ii •• • hips will nalurally fill gut as she gels 
oldci ibe girl will to do xio thing ;o prevent liwin from rilling out. 

In a recem essay entiiEed "Rlv s nations of a Feminist Aerobics Instructor" 
hy AEbu L„ Valdes, she states - ..dies show ihat seventy-five percent of 
ndu3i women in Ihiv countr:- ihikk ^ -f*o fat. though only twenty-five per- 
can .1 of us, actually wcig!ti 1 ::. :: ' ■ or ' - : standards set forth by Metropolitan, Life's 
weight i:sbles,” Ah;*, ‘f ‘ . u: Dine- year-olds \n\d put themselves on a 

dws because 1 he y ihou : - - - - ^ ■ : _ ' I s' l>y medical s;,i ndaids these women 

nre noi overweight whr -. : ^-r_z: [betn to think dial tiiuy are? Though, 3 

believe, that a women' > nr-.'.w 3c*> find :dc,.«- abuoil hersefi i'=nd her body may begin 
at homt, osten with the wc-L.ei, ihe rnewhef cannrst be entirely ts> blame because 
her iik-a. ns well as h rt ^ hmz molhiPT's mcnhcr and so forth, of iht 

female body ougmait'd from the bum.. 

A ll arouml ;ls women are i>>:L.barded by imago*, of what die mrdis and 
rnlvLiu bcis di eta?* - ^d* rsfb-1. J use lookri ng at history it has a Iw&ys been 
[hr mid i a Mid .at fa.- - . . ustt? that has dcdtkd whtrt wh.h in and 

wbiiwas our in irre 5t20's fe shin ilappergirl look was in.mEhu iUSO’s 
the glfljnorous tuur-ghu figure ws> m. in tWMKs nod J.970’s the gumine 
Twiggy look was s n. cic \&w&cjy s, on the cover of imigazinea we Me 
MipermrkkiF- wcxivn.i ti>iay \ bawl iavtuons. Thatr skit ts are short, [heir tops stre 
ligiil and cither Jow cu: - r. tK. .best ur higis cuL around the waist. They are 

airbrush bcuu ri fu : \o b ■ t •■ - % > ce ! I uH ec . No .stretch marks. No faL Noxhi n g 
but Joifi of skin, loa z y- . . .-p.x These i mages ^.>mbard woman nos on I y 

tr magazines bm on icEoriiwjT, in the movies,. Ironically, however, though 
these paftiiciikir hw-k: ■ z ■ • ' dn mina re the covers os" etta^azines their body 
type is run the norm. Th«.- . ■ v. .. nun stands between F3" to 5f4" and weighs 
iwi die average between . ■■*. 1 - 5 nds. Howevw h the average mode I is above 

Vt&" and weighs Bround I SO pquridb LnfdftunsUely, beeausc of their high vis- 
ibtliry. thes^ women aloss 3^ of magaMnes falsely become ihe noms 
for women, And for : r i ^ grerwing jp iht a y 1 becoiht: Lheirrole models c~otf whai and 
how ihey should look iitc_ 

J us r : n i ! I i .: : cSc t:>i an segment on fashion . One c lolhi n g manu 
fzcturtr said tho? ths racnJel Lungth for a skin t& between 12 to 14 

inches hul the u.tuji et n^urher as >t'!d ;i ikjfl between the length of l r> to 20 
indie* A friend of mine, ju§s reeenfiy. ordered a skirt from a Victoria Secret 
catalog, this skirt bad made a paitwlptar mesders legfi look extremely Jo-ng, chin k 
and shapdly. ThmkL^g her legs would Souk great m That skin, too. she ordered iL 
H--u cv;t when ir -.’U instead «: making her legs look tong and thin it made 
tfiern look shorn and iioeky, to &he reuifried it. 

In these advertismeals T belief: thus the model is selling something other 
1 h-an ihe clothe*. . The look - Ihe rhln, long leg look . Advertiser* arc smait ; they 



. -■ - turner d-oes not really wiim ihe skin. they actually wane to buy the 
- -■ .*-$ [ban Sags that ihey believe the skin can create. However, whai the 

- . - -Hirr.e: dco not choose to recognize ia iKiit the puntcukiF model in the 

__ ftTisem*nr naturally has long thin leg s and that the skin has nothing to do 

- - 'iS'aat advertisers would like the female consuls! tr to believe h lhai the 
--:cd does hot have naturally long thin legs and that the. mo, has 10 invesi in a 
uji to make her I onto particular Way. 

Advertisers have studied Lbeir female audience and know that appearance 
~r rtani to w*. Advert isers. understand that from very early on in their 
* ;■> as Simone tte Beauviot points out in her book Second Sex. women are 
. " h sU. presentation, like the idea of "having to he thin/' is important lake 

m_sianc.fi, the '’little girl and her doU' J scenario; 

±c ante girl Middles her doll and dres^s he? up ns shn drcauts of beiia^ 
:-:ddled asiddKisod up hcfMJf 1 : inversely. she thinks of herself as juftarvet- 
,.h lol I , By mems of compliment? ajiti Fttildi ngs, through images ami wards . 
the teams the meaning of the lerma pm n- nml homely, she saun h-4t my Ui&f 
m order lo ht pleasing slie must be ^pretty as a picture'”, she tries w makr 
herself looklikfc.a picture, sh* puts- twl fancy clothes; she Ruches her.seirin a 
muraf. she compares herself with princesses and lames, 

: £ Simone de Beauvior. Se*. /?■ 

Thu;>. locking tiice become* a paii of a woman's role. She begins to uncon- 
Piously ihink of hard! as a show piece and reigns herself to constantly trying 
■ ■ keep up with society's idea of fpwtiire perfect''. Advertisers understand this 
and continue to foster the idea of ^dress up" &<* wyjflen niauire. 

Advertisef^know where women's pari tcular insecurities ltd, ihenosl'inheLf 
consumer a too-gotME-io-ba-tnHf solution to “overcome 11 iheir insecurities li> 
L-Jiig how beau'ttfuJ a panic-ul^ woinwi Looks in u panlculaj piece of ^ '.othing 
«. ■ men subconsciously [Sunk that pi“rhap& they Can. look ihai way too it' they 
^ ore that particular clcnhitig. 

T he media further enaturages women to strive fortius look hv encciurag 
mg what I like m call the diet mentality. On most magazines ncxi to the 
cover girt you Clin read mb article headlines as; "Lose weigh! in U.J 
...atet and easy steps." 'The surefire diet to shod those pounds for summer,' 
Learn the diet secret of you x favorite: stars and "Gel the body you've always 
- anted/' What thfifie quick ami easy diets and exercise programs fall to tell the 
a omen ihiLt read them is that depending on your ow n individual body type you 
■4 on 'I be lurncd into a s-uperniodd Bur if you ask the majori^ of women who 
diet they say they want to look like Lhc models on and in the magazines. 

All around me 1 see women buying thc*e magazines telling each other: 
Look how beautiful this pmrcuhr model is. I wish [ had a body like thaE. If only 
I could look I i ke her. They wan L biisast implants and hi mmy tucks an d Is pttsuLttoa . 
They starve thems^ves in orderto get imo a dre^stbat they've outgrown, father 
rhan finding cloth 4s that fit them, they try to m:ike theft bodies fit die clothes. 
When l wm in demcraaiy school I knew a girt who dropped out of ^chcml in The 
fifth grade. When she came back she looked like a skeleton. She left again after 
mly being back for u few months. When ! asked ahknai Her the sdiooi said rhat 
1 he hospital wa^ trying lo pel her above 70 jpourtfe. J .see her itfuuncl everyone^ in 
^ while and she's i\ beautiful woman. Bockui^ rshe jiarved herself practicsiFly to 
dfiith. however, she disrupted her growth hormones sont>wflr23 she si HI has the 
heighl and body of a 5 th grader but the face and head of a 23 year old. 

What drives girls and women 10 do this to thcm&dves’/ WeB p as Muontl 
Wolfe has said quite often, when g\rh arc ham they are bom into n rhat 

has aLrcady de fined whai is beautiful before they can con^lmct their own ideas of 
beautiful. So rather than realizing md acceptins tfus fun that every per.sofl is 
made differently and is beautiful in their own own right they choose to strive to 
look like the established ideal Women are not taught to love themselves for who 
1 hey are. They instead fall in love with an imaginary potential they have to Achieve 
society's ideal look. And many women believe that if they obtain this look mti 
rhey become thin and "beautiful", puthaph, miraculously their lives will change 
and they'd have the world at iheir feei. 

I 'm 22 now and still find myself every once tn a long while Looking an ih^ 
minor wishing i won? a liide taller, or a little thinner, or had ;i bigge: chcsr. 
ora ftaltcr stomach. But then I Ihink, What will 1 hi. 1 i got me? Sbco^s'!/ Hap- 
piness^ Respect" 1- 1 look Eirountt me at women whose happiness seems d^pcndeni 
upon their bodies: Wdl so-and-so ihink I'm fat and not like met 1 have to lose 
weight before I start going into job interviews? I can'i possibly go to The beach 
till! can put on a bathing suit and look good? I can’t eat ihai, it’ll make me gain 
weight. I think ahout how this type of thinking only makes one weak and depen- 
dent on a society wuh petty and superficial principles. And then 1 ask myself ihe 
question Agajm, What will being thinner gel me'?... Nothing but. perhaps, a smaller 



size an jeans? And, I think, so what... that's fucking patheiie! 

Sol offer a solution: 

1 ihink women should not allow then^elves io be victimized by society and 
ihe mass t&eJsa. A new- dialogue omis lo be created concerning their bodies. 
Rather tluLii miking vibom being thin and being beautiful the dialogue should be 
about bctfig hcaithy and tit and Accepting yourpelf for who you are rusher ihun 

you look like. Women need to conn: to w undmtHnding thAl all women arc 
different,, all women have souwAing bs^tilul about them dud mainstreim soci- 
nty may not choose to recognize. Women need tu dfttottihttct society ^ image of 
lhc tiUL. Uiin. perfect body T |»rf&et hm anti *kin woman in ih&lr minda md recog- 
nize that she is only one type -of beautiful mm 3 not tfrd mfy sypo of beautiful 

This new dtilq^pa rtfit^Ss to oLindtiate the word 4, dict HH troin its vocabulary 
because in our wjcieiy the wn?d "diet" Imptica 11 temporary cdungc hs ortf's cin- 
ing habits; a cliitigc durr will allow ^ wpman to lose the weighs but d®c$ nui 
leach her bow 10 inuiitafr her new ■wfight md be heathy. "EM*t M etnpfeAajzcs 
w eight loss but not body raainlcnMicc. Women irc*d to oduoite themself And 
teach ih£EU wives that "the dief ' is temporary : ifs a false fantasy premise from 
advertisers to make you twamifitf in m week»... w d weck,^ffl* wemighb the 
emphasis should be t iMt fading bealthly and fit and staying healthy and fit. Wbmen 
neix I to rcoognfcc that woniot come las all shapes arid sz*s m\d dial tberfi is no 
nglr \'-jy to look. Thti n tw dialog needs to be tnt>ught into Hie home as well as 
into ihe rcsi of society 5.0 tlut perhaps wo can out down on ce-lv^ of anorexia Lind 
bulimia. 

1 dPiiktiieii iostlmportantdilngiiR (a destroy ihe stigma that has been placed 
on the female body in sodoty. This is refevurt £0 both tnoo and wwmul We need 
10 gee rid of the idea in women'* bends that hsvtpg ^che perfeei body" wUI bring 
success, l0ve> respect, and happinesa/and that bang heavy rnesuls failure and 
unhuppme^. We need so teach women to stop viewing ihem selves as life size 
dolls and start utkittg rfemseives, who tJroy b re, ^id whit I hoy think more seri- 
ously. Women need io be told more often lhat self-wonh ii noi achclvcd by whai 
1 hey look like or what ihey wear, that it is obtained by doing and achcivmg the 
Lhings 1 hut arc most important to them and not whai socteiy says should be im- 
poiUmt to them That is Success — slaying ltul- to who you are, and not what 
society says you should be. 



WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Editor's postscript 

}fym$$ree with .Umra ihai the war ike media and ihe fashion industry 
are waging.an women must be stopped, ihe re are a few easy things ihai you 
as an fnstde Frtml reader ran dpt 

-Far obvious reasons,, don V support such magazine* as Cnmrtpolimn, 
and explain lo pour friends wiry ihey may nol want to either. U'AiTf the fuck 
would you want to read in that magazine anyway? 

-Dm '1 lei your coworkers, friends, or lovers worry or even joke about 
iheir weight 10 you (as jokes often hide something greater y without making 
sure they know thaiyan think ihey are doing just fine and should not trouble 
themselves, fmdiskfy. Suggest ihat it is ridiculous ihai people measure their 
bodies according to timtfUal social norms rather than by their health 

4 Wft you hear someone saying something moronic tike '"she 's so fat " 
or *7 ihink Tina gained weighi n or '"she should not be wearing that outfit f '" 
tell them politely but firmly hem 1 childish k is for them to buy into the values 
of superficial pap culture., Ft fr in everyone ^ best interest that u* all feel 
goad about mwrwJVeJ ^Fui jTrfvfi la be healthy rather than malnourished . 

-Finaflyy keep an eye on your awn tastes and instincts; perhaps you 
have snbi'omdousl} been influenced by the constant bombardment of im- 
ages of unusually thin women to believe ikif your want, m yourself or in 
others, something other than what witar actual desires demand. If you spend 
your whale life chasing after someone vise's idttul, you may never realize 
why you tin : never satisfied: but in the meantime the fas h to nfdle tf media in- 
dustries wilt have lined their pocket's off of the magazines, uncomfortable 
dothes. gftnmiek videos, calenders, and other trash they have unloaded on 
you Remember, they dan 1 give a fuck about you*., that d&esn 'r '"put food ?yn 
the table. " 




Inside Front: 

Lately ii seems thai a new trend in hardcore has an sen.. Those, like you, 
that subscribe to this trend are under the impression that no militant vegan 
band <and. of course, everyone targets Earth Crisis) should be taken seri- 
ously, or evert listened to at all. Well, as mqst people know but seem to 
neglect, Earth Crisis is not the only vegan band out ihere. There is Abnega- 
tion. SEVSN. Birthright, Green Rage. Gatekeeper, Canon, and bundles of 
others who support the same things Earth Crisis does, but never get the same 
amount of criticism. In ihdr new album, ,H CaJI on my brothers IgniA*?, in 
regard to whaling ships, say ”wu'll sink your ships/' and in regard to de- 
fending wolves, say "I'm justified in fighting to defend them all." But you 
never haer anyone bitching about how Ignite is a burtCh Of liars. Why does 
everyone hate Earth Crisis so much? My guess is because they're die big- 
gest band out there who have enough balls to say what they think. But, for 
the sake of argument HI continue to use Earth Crisis as an example. 

You seem to be under die impression lhal just because a band supports, 
promotes, or condones a cause or action, that means they must actually he 
involved in these actions to lx- sincere. What kind of rationale is that? 1 
suppose in your world everyone who wanted to end apartheid should have 
flown 10 South Africa to overthrow the government, or else they would have 
been hypocrites because ihey didn’t lake a violent part in a cause they en- 
dorsed;, talker! about, and. were involved in. Should those who opposed com- 
munism back in tlie have bombed Russia to show (heir commitment? 
No, of course not. Rut if they talked about it and supported it they would 
have been doing nothing wrong, nothing contradictory. Yeah, so maybe Earth 
Crisis him k t killed anyone, raided any labs qr done anything else they con- 
done and justify in their lyric*. But that's all their doing, condoning and 
justifying. 1 don't ever remember Karl saying H 'this song is about a raid 1 did 
on an animal experimentation lab in June of last year." He is merely giving 
a scenario, and saying he supports (hat scenario, and if he were ever in that 
position he might do something drastic to save innocent life. They're not 
liars, a liar says he did something; he didn't do. Karl has never to my knowl- 
edge denied <?r admitted to being involved in the actions he supports, Malcolm 
X supported and promoted violence but he never did anything physical, docs 
that make him a hypocrite loo? The way you talk, you would think that you 
lived up to every single word you've ever breathed, with no room for exag- 
geration and fantasy, Who are you id say that people can 1 ! think of things i ft 
their beads that they wou Id see as a viable solution to a problem, even if 
they don’t act it out? 

Your most ridiculous argument arose when you attacked Karl because 
of his size, and because he didn't lift weights. You have no belter criticism 
of Karl other than his muscularity? Give me a break. Just because someone 
can bench 200 lbs doesn't mean Lhey can do direct action better than a '*98 
pound weakling." What* do you expect him to bring aSoloflex machine on 
tour with him so he can work out? And lie's not in bad shape.. Your idea of 
good shape is probably some buffed football player or track star, but if you're 
vegan you doiTt have that much mass, E weigh 1 25 lbs, yeah I'm skinny, but 
I'm not some terminally ill pile of bones that can't lift a pencil. Maybe Karl 
has a high metabolism, maybe he doesn’t want to lift weights, who cares? 
Why base a mental argument on one's physical traits? 

You also said Earth Crisis Isn't getting anything done. Earth Crisis is. 
without question, getting a great deal done Their lyrics are written very 
intelligently, Karl is smart, I here’s no denying that. They sure motivating, and 
they are very informative about ihe cruelties and injustices that are commit- 
ted against animals, I would prqbahly not be vegan If it weren't for Earth 
Crisis. Living the vegan lifestyle is, in itself , tn very active means* of lobby- 
ing for animal rights. Arc you vegan? If not, don't criticize Earth Crisis, 
because just by being vegan they're doing more than you ever could. Earth 
Crisis is .speaking out against animal exploitation, and they are saying that 
violence is the only way they see to accomplish some of their goals. They 
also distribute literature at their shows, a very educational and worthwhile 



cause. When i saw them on August 1 dih K :rl was hart ding out 11 103 reasons i 
to be vegetarian" pamphlets, ^nd he .j s raying "if you don't want them 
take them home &o your family eon see mem.' 1 1 would definitely call this an 
act of substantial good. And bcsidt>. sortitr people, like me. do find Karl's 
lyrics inspiring and motivating Ju n.\muw you don't doesn't mean that 
everyone else scoffs along with y Llssc l said. Earth Crists has changed a 
lot for me, and I know for a tact that they have gotten a lot of other people j 
involved in animal rights. More r : . trim any other hand, Tea willing to 
bet. What arc you doing for animal n gh;« ’ Not us much as Earth Crisis I'm 
sure. They are all very dedicated p< pk. civu them a chance and a clean 
slate and I'm sure they would p:;-, 1 ixu io you, Sincerely. Mike Dyer/Ex- 
psuise ‘zinc, 1500 M&ssachure:^ A\c. N W, Apt. 727, Washington. DCS 
2005 

Thanks very much for e-ter ?! was thoughtful, intelligent, 
and mature- For many n-s - 5 . =? solicited militant vegan attar 
militant vegan , starting witr Ea~- " ■ s s a nd proceeding from there* . 
searching for someone who * ; _ * z j z~e the other side when I ad - 1 
dressed the topic in Insiae r _ - ^ rateiy, your letter ts the only : 
response f r ve received, t he -a cams childish criticism horn some, 
including a fetter which ( ve ' . .. ze : ahs? this one for comic relief. 
Karl himself, when a friend of 'eceniiy confronted him Over his 
efforts to avoid me and n?s re^sa :z r etur^ my tetters or phone oatfs, 
said 7f doesn't matter what ss r :re 'zms editor's always gonna 
have something to say abc l ; - = - v » ay . " which leads me to believe 
that he's not interested in a rational exchange of ideas and would] 
rather preach only to the e a j This suspicion of mine was in- ? 
tensifted when a friend of mine x - ose band recently toured with Karrs t 
b$nd T said that in the col tseefr? : : _ J Karl only spoke to my friend's \ 
noft-SXE/non-v&gan bendmates cnce r while interacting frequently* 
enough with my vegan $XE 

As for the arguments you r - T against my article in issue #7, 
"ties in Hardcore": First of a a: -as with you that it was overzeel- i 
bus of me to use the attack t: ■ -a i against Karl, I regret that 
end feel that it only damage-: - : -=? important arguments r Sec- 

ond, my criticism of Eartr C? s s as ars" /s that the lyrics of their 
songs do not say that they : : :: zenain actions* these lyrics 

actually describe the tan 2 ~£~. £ m s : *^crm:ng mess actions in the 
present tense, as if hardcore were s-z ~:& kind of role playing game- If 
they merely condone these, actions. :ney should use the English Ian - . 
guage correctly and just exp -ess rs : ’.■> point was that by singing 
as if they are actually doing t m ese ao ; : 's d makes people ieoi like 
the actions have teen accomp s'-ez x^-en they have noi„ the "pla- 
cebo" effect. This leads individuals 7 M ^ r mo apathy rather than out 
of it. The best case in pom is ine s.- g " Firestorm T t don't believe 
ANY violen t resistance to res ; ns 3 csss $ has E Y£R taken place as 
a result of this song, but kids who smg along about how they're Tak- 
ing it ail beck ” get to feei like the /re part of some grand nonexistent 
violent youth movement to make the world a better place, That's why 
f'm concerned about this subject we really DO have a serious drug 
problem and other problems m this nation, one that the youth must 
be motivated to fight, and Earth C. r -s?s ?s not succeeding in doing that 
You also suggest that merely oy being vegan garth Crisis is accom- 
plishing a lot Its true that they have introduced a number of individu- 
als to veganism, t believe that is their only indisputable accomplish- 
ment But veganism on the part of a few young people actually is not 
as effective as you think, in my experience, almost all vegans — espe- 
cially young vegans^eat where their nonvegan peers eat: at corpo- 
rations that use the money they make oft these kids to carry out all 
kinds ol violence on the environment. Kids give these corporations 
their money for vegan food Or whatever, and the corporations use 
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- - ' ■ !d slaughter and abuse more animals and further abuse the 

■ - * -.- - -E^t The only difference being vegan could make in this cyst 

* . : f enough people were vegan that corporations were forced to 

- t - ore vegan food and lass nonvegan food 

ar present, there is no sign of this taking place in the future. 
‘-i . <art ts not clearly Intelligent. See the Back ta Basics review for 
; - - - And, anyone who is truly familiar with all the multisyllabic words 
- - . s ?s in his iyrics knows that he uses many of them incorrectly. AH the 

- “ f although 1 beiieve that the points I made in the last issue stilt hold 
- -■ A ace of your criticism, it was great to receive a weft-mannered and 

■ ■ ■: gem presentation of an opposing viewpoint. Thafs much better ffwi 
# ■ Eceived from anyone else, including this cordiat and coherent young 



Mr. DLngledidk-, 

l believe "Arc Hardline and Emo Compatible wj[h _ 

i -*ar* 3995. S i o No? 

Anyways, E don's know who made up th^ slogan “go veyan or go fuck 

i nor do I care. Cause if I did I woujw be fucking myself righl now. 

* -l ;i :e fuck do you know. Probably juss -SOide sttis head like yourself made up 
_ ■ ^an. Don't just assume shat a hlrdlinepcEivisi made it up. How the Wick 
ju know whai Hardline is all dtoui? Hatffline recordsAJprising Communi- 
_ : ni and all their "children^ are about shgff that you will never understand. 

- . .j^se unlike yourself, Hardline IS about improving the world and oneself. If 
_ knew anything you would know shat. 

Why do you assume shat Hardline is a^put "giving insecure, immature 
-as an excuse to fed superior to those noftike themselves 11 ? OH. I know 
- You were just describing yourself. Okay. 

Public relations like that DO win adherents to thepusc, you on the oeher 
-lI DO NOT. Never realized promises of Fticstorms agahfstdgfejy believers? 

- -vways, you are defiantly nos vegan, nor art yoo an environmenatl 
7 ou 5XE! YOU BETTER WATCH YOURSELF .LITTLE BOY? 

And all of she "helpless children” are in fact NOT helpless. You are ihe 
-fiptes one Imaginary revenge? No Mr. DLitglcdick, it is very much reality, 
“rev do not need to fed cooler than you because they already ARE. 

Ti few last comments. I am NOT SXE. vegan, nor am E a Hafdline activist. 3 am 
ery much a meateatcr. The kind that Hardline activist will destroy. And.. YOU 
DON'T KNOW SHIT ABOUT STRAIGHT EDGE? Have a nice day, Mary 
•^lone. 18627 Brookhurst Si. #168, Fouiitam Valley, CA 92708 

Dearest Mary: 

rubber you're glue, whatever you say Ounces off me and sticks to 
-•Qui No H seriously since you're a non-straightedge meateater flhe kind 
■" at hardline activists wilt destroy") and I'm obviously in the doghouse 
r> ;h hardliners maybe you and l had batter get together since, as you 
say r their revenge is about to become Very much a reality"! Wb can hide 
cut together when the M 'storm m that the now defunct Vegan Reich de- 
scribed hits. Onty r t don't think well get along too weit T because (contrary 
■q your letter) almost everyone at inside Front is environmentalist and 
straightedge , and most of us are vegan as well. And having been straight 
edge since 1989 l probably know a little about it. None of that would 
■natter except that I think I'm just not of the necessary intellectual caliber 
:o keep up with you! See you when the Vegan Nazi apocalypse hits. 

Dear Inside Front: 

You just don't know what you have. You take your scene, your music, your 
friends, your family, your entire lifestyle all for granted. "Awww damn. I 
ain't gotgot enough money for this or that." Aww r poor you. Somelimcs I 
Chink this world is so fucking shallow. So many people live in a glass- house, 
blindfolded, holding sledgehammers. And you think your world won't 
crumble* well motherfucker, you're wrong. I no longer have my identity let 



alone my freedom. My name is now number 295-87 L no longer do I have 
my spirit. I -am now "property of the state of Ohio." I' m doing 2 to 15 years 
for Selling a half a pound of pot to an undercover cop I ain't trying 
to gain no mnthert'ueking sympathy. 1 did any crime, I' LI do my lime. But 
now I' m thrown into a racist and completely fucked up system, I got here by 
my own actions, I know ihai. But maybe, jusl maybe someone out there will 
see that no matter wftal crime you dn if you get caught you'll have to face 
the facts, not to mention seeing your parents eyes while (he tears fall from 
their faces. 

You will come to a society full of racist rednecks and a bunch of uanna 
be gangsters. The people you will meet will have on open mind like a key- 
hole. Oh, and if you don't have a paid lawyer, they won’t even buy you 
dinner before they fuck you. So if I can get through (0 some of you to appre- 
ciate the most "unimportant" things in your life* i.e. 7 ,r records, shows. Taco 
Bell at 5 in the morning, your girlJboy- Friend or just the company of friends, 
will have succeeded... 

I have Lost ail of this, but not forever, Tn closing, please think, use your 
fucking brain* it is worth your freedom! Hardcore and locked up, Martin/ 
295 -871. 4 104 German town f It, Dayton. OH. 45417 

Editor's note: 

Dcnl be fooled, just because the only ftvo incarcerated individuals in 
this issue ere both called Martin doesn't mean the rest of you are 
safe. Value and protect your freedom f and don't risk it unless you're 
witling to pay such a stiff price. 



The artide in question* "Are Hardline and Emo Compatible 
wilh SXE?T was printed in a number o i small publications 
in January of 1 995: 

The person who made up the slogan ‘Go Vagan or Go Fuck Your- 
self gave away me truth that the 'hardline 1 philosophy and all of its 
Illegitimate children are nos raaiiyt abou? improving the world or one- 
seM, bui attout gwing immature, insecure rejects and to l&el 

superior tg tha$o not like themselves. Public retoltong like that do nol 
win any adherents to tin* cau&£. and neither do nevanreallzed prom- 
ises g 1 firestorms against the unbelievers; instead, they gw& nervous, 
helpless children alone (or. worse, with each other} with a 'lirra or CD 
the false reeling mat one day they will nave some turn* or rrmglnaiy 
revenge cm rtre people they so desperately need to feel cooler than. 

“Emo" is the opposite reaction to adversity, on me part of me 
same kmd of people. Beaten up by those tougtter Shan them, they 
choose to dispamage “toughnessr raiher than try to delendtbemsePves; 
Ebet way, although they continue to gel beaten up and humiliated, they 
can at least leh them$alvas (he lie that they are hotter than the ones 
victim ?.ing mam, Similarly, those children a re (ha first ones ig proclaim 
ilw weakness to the world, in hopes that someone will lake pity on 
them, rather than Iry io correct their Haws and improve their Iwes. Writ- 
ing songs anon f how men are evil because they are capable of rape 
looks bka a hollow attempt to appease ttteir own guirt, when you con- 
sider mat these children don't seem to value or desire tfte physical 
til ness end strength it would lake to stop a rape that wa& takmg place 
in front of mm, 

it's a temptation Ip fail for lies about you? superiority to others 
f e mer man pul your energy into improving yourself. It's a temptation (□ 
listen to mnusic about making a change or beating up (he ernes you 
hate, and think the! this fs somehow actually changing something cc 
making you tougher. Ifs a temptaiton to wallow In your own misery, 
hoplngthet someone mil oorm atong who will rove and value you more 
than you do yourself, rattier lhan si riving to solve your mm fwofttems 
and learning to rasped and value yourself. H's -a iemplation to play 
sour gjapes and dismiss as undesirable a duality such as strain t? 
self o&ntrol |usl because others have more pJ it than you dp, radner 
than ■working tb l nip rave ycusell so thal you will bo their equal, ft's a 
temptation to subserve to Such philosophies as hardline or emo be- 
cause those around you do, STRAIGHT EDGE ABOUT RESIST- 
ING TEMPTATION. 1 ' 




m wjilJii one lives, if individuals irt the straight edge community find ii 
anal tv fuLHEHne lobe sTfiuaht edEfi. i hat’s fine, but we must realize that 















.it 









I air straight edge because I made the personal choice to be so It al- 
lows me to have control over my intellect and body in a corporate/ medi a 
controlled society that is constantly trying to seize these things away from 
us. I am also middle class and it is this socially privilcdged position which 
allows me to maintain a straight edge lifestyle, and in rhis 1 recognize a 
problem with the "straight edge movement": livery day hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars worth of drags are pumped into the American ghettos, with 
the full knowledge of the American government and police forces. The rea- 
son the people in these common iii.es are addicted to these drags is that their 
fi ves have been destroyed by u capitalist economic superstructure and these 
substances provide their only means of mental escape. Furthermore it is irt 
the interest of the corporate class and government powers to allow these 
drugs to be supplied to America’s poor, as it keeps them fighting each other 
in gang wars instead of targetting the real enemy— the government and the 
capitalist economy. 

Now, when Earth Crisis and other straight edge bands put themselves 
on an ideological pedestal and look down on the drug users in America as a 
people who must either be eradicated or taught differently, they arc making 
a major mistake: they are offering an ideological solution lor att economic 
problem, The position of people in the ghettos will not he fundamentally 
improved by simply removing drugs from die picture, because they still 
won't be able to feed their children, go to the hospital or gel a proper educa- 
tion, If drugs were removed, (he people would, because of their position, 
still search for some kind of escape, whether it be Christianity. Islam, or any 
other religion, have control over their minds and bodies the poor and op- 
pressed must seek an economic solution to the economic problem which is 
at the root of their drag problem. To attempt to belter oneself spiritually, if 
one s life— which is economic in n autre— is overwhelmed by poverty, is to 
simply avoid the root of the problem, which is the economic and social sys- 



personally fulfilling to be straightedge, mars m*. 
first of all, this is by no means a solution in itself to the problems of Amerii 
and the world, and .second of all, we can't expect the people with (he highei 
rate of drug abuse in the world' — poor Americans — to conform to an idi 
logical set of standards set by the primarily while middle class straight edg< 
scene, Truthfully, Ezra Maidstone 138 Eberts St. Vi at On a B C . Can: ‘ 
VBS 3H7 

Ezra- Thanks tor your lexer I agree with you (fwf ft is foolish for 
anyone who finds a straight edge lifestyle fuming to expect everyone 
else to flnffate them, however, there are slit I a tew points in your lette 
upon which t would like to offer a different perspective. 

First Of all, I certainly don't want anyone to think that it is impossible 
to five a drug tree lifestyle ;u$l because to come from an impoverished 
background: t actually know plenty of Inside Front readers who do choose 
that lifestyle despite their d : Jives. And while if is not a large scale 
solution, It certainly hasps betr ,o daily life (Cigarette money adds up to a 
great deal ot rent, food , education, or medical bill funds wasted for mo 
smokers... not to mention the expenses ot other drugs in terms of ttm, 
money, and energy) and in the c-ftcal'economic Struggle with which 
are concerned, t a/so believe "a: ndividuals who are bom into ditti\ 
environments should e? people who . like yourself, were not su 
gest that there is nothing tnei, can do to improve themselves and rfiei 
situation. Finally, i think the bard you mention does not really represent 
the views of the majority of the straight edge community ; I would like to 
believe that most of us see * ng* world n a little more depth than they do. 

Your lexer does bring up -ponant issues, and it should be intep 
ssting to hear the views of others or his topic, should anyone else can 
to write. 
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been so busy putting together the other parts of Ihis issue that Itie nows 
section has unfortunately suffered this time around. I can still tell you 
with certainty what a few of my friends are up to* however: — 
Groundbreaking, experimental band Starkweather's much -deserved 
European tour fell through, and they are presently writing new songs for 
a 1996 full length record which should be on the Very dJslribution ^Edison" 
label again. I believe Edison is also trying to finagle the biulal and bril- 
liant bus lazy and disbanded Acme into recording a posthumous 1 re- 
lease. —In Cleveland, Integrity is recording for a 10 VCD release on 
Victory records; the pieces of il IVe heard sound pretty fucking heavy 
metal, bul definitely more solid than Ihe J Systems" recording, and they 
still haven't lost the intensify they had in 19S9. Dwid is planning to re- 
sume Dark Empire records under a different name, and release records 
by such holy lermr bands as Congress, Rancor, and possibly Gehenna. 
The new issue of his magazine Bloodbook should also be out about 
when Ihis issue of IF. hits Ihe news stands; il includes a remixed ver- 
sion of the Ringworm demo (clearer prod uclion* and lots of new effects 
on the vocals). Dwid always prints aboui half as many copras of each 
issue as people want* so hurry if it sounds interesting, Also rn Cleve- 
land, Ihe singer for new hardcore band State of Conviction is releas- 
ing a compilation with songs by every Cleveland band save G.L.C. — 
Endless Fighl records has been having some difficulties after bands 
Jasta 14 and Overcast sold lheir songs to a corporals licensing com- 
pany (kids: please don't try Ihis at home!) which tried (o collect $14,000 
from E.F. That's what comes of working with bands who have financial 
aspirations. Tha future of the Endless Frghl Catharsis 7" release is still 
up in Ihe fucking air, but new Tension and Fauftline releases ere sisll on 
the way.. — In Orange County, California, hardcore stalwart Chris 
Malinowski [of Poinl Slank/Bonesew fame) is u on Ihe edge" of finally 
opening his long-awaited record store, IQri tbs Edge . Gontacl him for 
distribution and further information at 577 t Ludlow Avenue, Garden 
Grove, GA 92645-2014. 

Just write Inside Front for further information about the above. In the 
future I expect the news section will come to rely increasingly on sub- 
missions from the readers; sd if you or someone you know is Involved rn 
something you think everyone should read about in this magazine, please 
lake the time lo send us whatever news and information you can. Scene 
reports are great, especially in that ihay help everyone who lives in the 
area represented; but if you do not have the time or knowledge to com- 
pile a full-scale scene report, chances are there’s still something you 
can contribute. 

On lo listings: beyond (he corrections listed here, to our knowledge ihe 
list of distributors we published Iasi issue is still pretty accurate... al- 
though you should stifl probably contact the distributors themselves 
before malting any assumptions. That list should be extremely useful 
for anyone Irying lo start out working through the H DXY," underground 
network, so I hope people actually try to use it. Here are soma correc- 
tions from ihal list, and some naw listings of distribulors/etc.: 

NEW DISTRIBUTORS 

Shoefcam Dis t ri butio n ; (P.o. box is7, Sunbury. pa i?eoi-oiS7) — 
For a distribution that has apparently just begun. thFs catalogue of 
hardcore records, 'Lines, and shirts is pretty damn extensive, 

St d£l Records; (717 S. Mill Ave. #8, Temps, AZ 85281, phone 602- 
423-9761 ) — This guy carries less hardcore, mom independent labels 
like Gravity and Gem Btand&ten. He hasn't ever gotten back to us, so I 
don't know what else to Sell you, if anything... 

Betty Ql -1231 b Easl Lea, Tucson, AZ 65719)— Looks like a pretty 
small operation, concentrating on small-label hardcore bands. She ap- 
parently also sets up shows. 

ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTORS, NEWLY Listed HERE 
Back ia Baafca; -W 3rd Avenue, Pal arson, NJ 07514) in addition to 
everything else. Hick dislrlbutes a lol of domes by new NYG hardcore 
bands and some records by northern USA hardcore bands. 



Conquer fast item Records: [P.o. Box 402-2, Bedford, Michigan. 
4B24D, phone 31 3 3652097}^4n addition the the record label r CTW dis- 
tributes records end such. 

Contrast Mailor der (P.O. Box 1545. N. Kingstown, Rl ~2fl52 t phone 
401 -295-2027}-— If seems Ihis ma-fa^ine/newsletler publisher also dis- 
tribuies a little northern USA hardcore. 

Bay After Records: ;Horska 20, 352 01 As, Czech Republic)— This 
label carries quite a number of different punk and hardcore records, 
D oor ma t Pi tf r Bw M an . Melissa Naufgif, 65 Edwin RcL, Waltham, m\ 
02154} — After losing the dead wait, Melissa has taken Shis distribution 
entirely into her own hands and renamed it. I'd tike to see Ihis mailorder 
continue lo grow to the grear size and scope that it is headed for, be- 
cause Melissa's approach to running a hardcore distribution exempli-l 
lies,, in my opinion, exactly how it should be done. If anyone on this list 
warrants support, it is this distribution. 

Hardside Records Distribution: (Olivier Ugol, Le Palis des Frichas. 
35310 Chavagne, France}— A small scale French hardcore distribution, 
with music ranges from NYC ana Canadian hardcore lo local French- 
bands like Stormcore. 

Fflgg j y g Bat Pl a t tib itfiaiL (P-O- Box 9313, Savannah, GA31412 )— a| 
solid punk rock distribution don i ?eli me it's nol punk whan Ihay sell 
patches with gas masks on r-?ti -ext to records by bands with names 
like “Destroy! 4 , "Disprove/ and 'Vomit Punjft 

F M U9 fi l P u blicatiOJia: -PC Be* 2596, Durham. NC -T71S> — ' This Isa 
real find for anyone interested - "res car politics who has had a hare: 
time comin- upon intelligent an: reading, it's all here, books and: 

magazines ranging from a ooo* ■-» --ngaT-an i-ievolution of 'SSI 
to a pamphlet discussing ■: - =- : e of absenteeism and sabotage 

in Ihe class struggle" lo Ihe '•z-' =z_:-: r 'anan nso-primitivist tabloid* 
Fifth state, Consider educating , : . j = -= i aoour viewpoints and phiiospd 
phies from which you have be^ i; “ ert: sheltered. 

Spiral Objective: (P.Q. i3D 1 26 : a^os p ariL Souih Australia 5046)— 

This Is, lo our knowledge, theforem-sr ^ardcore and underground mu- 
sic dislributor io Australia, They oar^y mans scores of records from ail 
Over |he globe, from 25 la Life to B es :h lo Antioch Arrow to the Amebix 
to Sysiral. 

Temperance Records: (900 Tutor R^ac Suite 3, Northfrsid, wj o&225 r 
phone 6-9-3830359) — This dssinbjton carries records by most ol the 
big name US hardcore bands. 

,UM3i09 T aces and Distri button [ - e nr k Un dq vis t , ft atiaregatan 1 1 2, 
503 30 Linkoping, Sweden}— This m a. z r i*' concent rate& mostly on dis- 
tributing demos by local hard-core bands, but they could possibly be 
convinced lo take on more materia 

WTN Mailorder: (Ay V. Olivier 1CA/5” _ Brussels, Belgium) — A good 
European mailorder wllh a widevanety * • ardeore releases... be warned 
they bill Ihemsalves as Ihe only Ba : a ■ □ smbution specializing in 
NYHCTI 

HARDCQRE/PUNK RECORD STORES 

Riot 101 : (phone 21 6-631 -633- L as*, ter - rnn ;t you can)— This store 
jusl opened in Cleveland over the summe f "liey seemed like a decent 
punk reck place when l was there 

VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS Kevin Videos 2-106 W. 1 20th St., Leawood, 
KS 66209)— This kid has videos of a funner of shows by bands such 
as Inside Oul, Bum, and BloodleL peppered through with oiher names 
such as Black Flag, Noam Chomsky, All. and the Offspring. 

OTHER USEFUL CONTA CTS 

Fast and Loud. [Apart. 13037-1019. Liboa Codex, Portugal)— Record 
label carrying punk from Portugal and Brazil. 

MQWWBRWh.fRO. Box 476, Bradford, BDl tAA, UK. telephone 01274 
39251 S)— A useful magazme and source of intormation on European 
hardcore. 




Belgium 

by Hans sobermlndrecords 
A number of old and mw bands are ptunning on releasing stuff in tine 
_ :lj re^lJiis. means 1995 of course,.- SHORTS IGHT isn't any longer 
t. cisl member? arc rtori-aetive at ihe morcmnE^sepf for the -drummer, who is 
- toe brand new REGRESSION , .£ HORTS IGHT had Already recorded 
Senght release, with wassuposed to- conic out on SQBERMINP.bul bt- 
■ Rome personal problems with certain bond mcmbers.thc planed cd/lp is. 
; siut on GOODLIFE RECORDINGS (pubes 13 4.8500 

- ^nit-Belgiu m 1 .there might be some shirts imM ihe desperate fan&ITallring 

. DEGRESS ION, hey are playing a bunch of show* in the dlreci fumnL-.and 
_ jyb£ record n demo.lhey have shirts avatlabletBjym, Beikhnm 8930 

- -r: Belgium) CONGRESS, the hen item Over here is playing out aJot lately 
■ y finished their recordings for ^ fuU-lenghr cd^lp on rhe German 

RMSTRIfCE REC p S.and they also released awhile after I heir 7 h on 
- ; .IFE,a re- mixed version on cd of the 7 ' it has 2 extra sung*, and you really 
;. . heck it ouuhc band h&sicfls of Enerehandise avail able^hiics.iongslccvcs 
--■TeFshortsfyesJchecfc the GOOD LIFE adness for band info, merchandise 
;ur ..BLINDFOLD loured just as CONGRESS across Scandinavia and Ger- 
_ y with stress,. . They are in ibe recordmgpfoces*. for- a new tpfcd„wicf] will 

- :ol before they go for a wmcertour at the eJitt of the year, the cd vetslon will be 
>OBRRM{ND,uie vinyl version will maybe on MACHINATION RECS.it 

be emitted’ asteroid i64 F ...So^check it out sowuhe band has brandnew ftilL- 
- design shins and longsleevcs avai table, writtCSMR c/o Hans POBOX 206. 
- 1 KORTR1 JK. B ELG EUM ftOBERM IND has also some oilwr noi belgiao baitds 

■ toe tabfil.so.bc nice and send one buck for a iist/c^lalog, MACHINATION, the 

■ -I \ivM has done the I ate hi 7" by Blindfold has also tons of other stuff 

jble(POBGX 90 8500 Kortrijk Belgium lSendlifLIAR,sort of projccibaiKltof 
MGRESS and BUND FOLD,and cx -REGRESSION member his grow out of 
■:e than just a projecbUimg.toe band recorded for a mini COfl2~ on GOOD LIFE, 
has ions of good offer* id play gjp^tcre might be a split 7" with Holland 
,i:- RANCOR on the new R-TWOID-TWO RECSjvft across ycE. SOLID, a 
j.d that is. around f or more than one year, bul finally gels the aiicndon now. the 
4 exist uui nf cxSOY memhers and It sound* pretty metaUiuL ilie spirit is 
nertitlly he, there wfire rumours about a demotapc.and even a 7 ,r , write to find 
Dompie Langemarkstraat 27 saOO Roeselarc.HdgiumiN ATIOnS ON TIRE 
dead for awhile nowhul (here is a final re 1 catcalled 'death of i he jpm-lifer '&[.'& 
' CTW REC'S (adre&s everywhere }ifs available on cdWpfairnatyrhs JFJDI .raised 
of the ashes of NQF. ls di:ad after playing 4 sliow:c,diey will be remebered for 
me- -There aren't any tines at Ibe inymeiic,cseps the upcomnong BOfrG ZENE, 
* uto will be more suincibEng to piss people olf.ad s soon! Anyway, there’s more i 
E ijfiss,and people will complain that i did forget to mention their thing... Sony !t'm 
±m here, next time better. 

Japan 

We have a good hardcore i .ccnc here in Japan. Ai first rny band 
SWITCH STYLE (YOUxSUCK 2-10-26 Kamagaya- City. Chiba 273*03 JA» 
PAN) had a 4- song 1st 7 "EP out in August. BLIND JUSTICE fTettoya 
rukagawa 4-40-5 Hi^ashiyaniada, Tsuauki- Ku, Yokohama* City, Kanagaw^ 
JAPAN) is an NYtfC style hand, kind of like a sick- of- it- all. they have a first 
"’EP& a split 7“EP with Sweden's 59 Time.s The Paiu. HALF LIFE f Inazuma 
3 5-B-44 Sakuragi. Tagajyo- City. Miyagi JAPAN'i is an old band Lhal has 
Unbrokenixh metallic guitar* 'Utcy'vc just released two T l ETs & Two .Split 
7' EPs. Another good band is DIVIDED WE FALL (Ohashi 3 12 20 
Kamiukaido, Ajil, 102, Suginami-KuPTokyo JAPAN) They have a lust EPouL 



Tliey will also have & npln 7 F, FP wiih 25 Ta Life. They also appear on the End- 
less Fight Rots comp. “Over The Edge Z\ TJ.MAXX (Kubei twata 7-10*10 
Habikigaoka.. Hahikinn- City, Osaka JAPAN) is a new band , they have a really 
old NYHC i^Lyle ifintitd ala Breakdown They have a first 7 ,h EP out. Some other 
new bands are RENfTl FARMER ('Ka/: insert Hotta 2-1-1 2-20! Ochiai, Tama- 
City. Tokyo MPAN) * UP HOLD (Ma&ayuki Hirano 25 2R-30 
Sbimoshizushiftdfin, Yotsukaido- City. Chiba 264 JAPAN), Th^y have a demo 
Out Oar START TODAY RECORDS is a new H C record label with iis tim 
release out ioon. We als^< do START TODAY FANZINE., and iliis is the only 
S-xE zme m Japan. And ST ART TODAY MAILORDER distribute SxE H-C- 
SiufT 

Massachusetts 

Central Western and some Eastern Massachusetts 
by Pin Drop record's 

Opposition has been aicmnd for a few year*. They play noisy faslscrcishy 
screamed vocel! hardcore. They have a 7" cul qji Flpure Four Recnrd-s- 135 Eliab 
Lath (im Wave E Bridgfiwalfir MA 02333) They also have a Split 7 h with Ipceae ojid 
a splif tape wish Dive. Everyone I think knnwx about Dive by now. A lot of people 
were inlo l ton They broke up but play die occasional reunion show mw and then. 
They have two 7" oui- Oiuimi Figure Fourr see above address) and one on Evolution 
{363 Wflloul St, Shrewsbury MA03545), Hatchet Face rounds like old NapaJrn 
l>e!iah older style HC tuid punk ;UI mixed up They uwd to hocadod Bo und . t think 
they changed their name just t'ur fire Sian of ii. They have a 7“ out oi Bound and a 1 2' 
as Hatohct Epce-Tlii. 1 12“ is mi Figure Fourisee above address). Hok£*trong has a 7" 
out called Gaining Ground on Pin Prop Keen rd-H (HO- Box 238 Holden MAD 1 520). 
They also fcmve a song on a Pm Drop cornp. Together As Gere.,. That comp, has 
BmfireHs Keeper Crosscurrent and Hatebreed on it. Kndil^ Fight Rrcfurd^ (Po. 
B&x IQ^KJld Saybrook CTi. 16475) CD romp. Over sire Edge voL 2 has a HoE^trung 
Su-llg oil it. Finally they are pUifiilg oul a fu|J IcngLh CD that should Ire out near die 
end of winter. Crosseu roent tomes fraan the Boston iireLi. Tliey sound like Sick of 
U All with n n a.vty tuoed down guiLaf style There on the Pin Drop comp. 1 spoke nf 
earlier. They also have a 4 song 7" out calk d Life Dictates P^in on tire ^amc laJbet- 
Aftershnck 1 Lhink is breaking up due to member going ,iway i& school. 666XXX 
records (99 Kescrs'oir Rd. Wc^Lhoinpion MAOIQ27) jusl put out there 2 song 7". 
Heavy metallic HC. A little Madballish sounding but not limited to thai. Overcast 
ha* a full length CDiMon Endless Flight Records (see above address! which ss rad. 
Tlrey are very metal wish norne deutltineca! and hardcore thrown in. Good musicians. 
They also have 2 7 s out and are on a bunds of comps . Grlmlirek has a 7" md alape 
onion Pin Drop Records They are ihe heaviest hand I know and I don'i meati weiglit 
wise, They arc dose to dcalhmctal with crazy hardcore vocals.. A great live show. 
Check these guys out. Write 22 Autumn Dr. Northampton MA OlOGri.Relm and 
Sub-hffcslott are both really new bands from Worcester M A. Neither have anything 
oiityel, Hopefully we’ll hear mure from ihcm in the future. Cast Iron Hike is n post 
hurdeE^re rype band. They have ihm Quicksand sound but wiih ihickerguisajy Big 
Wheel RecDnds{2 Donald -St. Non hboriJ MAO! 532) just released ifocre CD. They 
are also putting oul a 7" soon. Fushtmlion Warfura has a demo uut. TIk v sniihd 
like old siyle Agnostic Front with a big dose of metal They have es members of 
Bloodbath for all who remember. Write 33 Filgram Drive Westfield MA CM0&5 
Risen piuln hul from tire Cajie Cod area, t don't know much about ( hat scene or this 
hand. I saw diem live iherc and they pul on a greal show Converge if you don'i 
know About them you nnu.«o he Living ufsdfiT a rock. They have progressed in to one of 
the better hardcore bands oui today. TTiere style isn't anything [ can describe casfiy 
so E won't even iry. They have 2 7*5 oul and a 12 H ont. I alno heaid tltai Lost m d 
Found is pulling oui all Uwre releases on one CD. Write 20 Gerald Rd. #2 Brighton 
MA (JJJ&5 lo contad Convene , There ure many more bands from MA but 3 don’t 
know enough nbrr.n them \o i drtn'i want to miss lead anyone Here are some names 
of cool zincs to check out. Position Release 1^4 Paradise Si. Chkmpee. MA 01020) 
Retrogression i'!£J4 Newpori Ave. Attlcbom. M A 07703 ) Crcslfalkn (65 Edwin 
Hd Waltham. MA 021 54! MudsllTL^r (P.O. Box 23 B Holden. MA 01520) 





Mike Cheese and Mike Rhodes both play in the herelofo re-San 
Diego-based excellenl holy terror hand Gehenna. Neither of sham re- 
ally live anywhere, however; they just sort of wander around the west- 
ern US as vagabonds. Mtke K. has lived at about five different addresses 
in as many states in the course of the year thai I’ve known him. Me 
Operates Area 51 records,, a label he io!d me is named after an under- 
ground air force base in Nevada whpre government scientists work side 
by side with alien*. Area 51 has released a number of records, includ- 
ing the "We will fight in the streets" 7 M compilation; however, m true 
punk rock fashion, all his releases but ihu Unconquered' 7" are out of 
print. 

Mike C. j s label Revolutionary 
Power Tool* has also released a num- 
ber of out of print 



b y 

making the wrong 
decisions in their lives. 

MC: Kighi And so !, ...lhe bottom tine is 

blood." 

IF; Regarding your long do you waul to explain why 

you chose the number 83? rNo I don't regret that B3 % of this world 
is shit... w ) 

MC 03% is the amount op ternary on the planer rh.it has been con- 
quered hy mankind,, the amount o i area that has been crushed, de- 
stroyed, bulldozed over hy humans Ifs not really a proenvironment 
Soog Or an anti-environment sorse’, V s pmty much ^ust a factual Song, r , 
IF: A song about reality... 

MC' Right I mean, righr no-* I m talking to you m the telephone, 
which is owned by a multma^Mna'l L-nrporalion that has probably de- 
stroyed some foreign country so ihc< could mine some resource to put 
the telephone together so I could ■ , to you And l don't really regret 
the fact, because somewhere n me county a guy who was like 

"Wow. I got paid 3 5 cents an h to work for them, so I can feed my 
family.. ir 

IF: Bui l guess you're ripping off the telephone company in return, 
right.,. 

MC: Yeah, that's an upside to " 3..- :tio dow nside is. you just have to 



pid. The whole song comes down to this: I've always been considered 
an outsider and a loser for the fact that 1 didn't fit in all through high 
school and after, every one of my frmnds that I've hung out with has 
been the same way. because we weren't drug addicts, or parti ers or 
.whatnot. When I say "draw back the hammer SO write your name m 
heir In the lyrics, that's something that you can only do lo your- 
self. All that stuff t£ just something shat happens to people 
by i heir own hand;.. 
tF: People who do this to 
themselves 



records, 
hut they still have avail- 
able the Gehenna demo and the 
Enewetak 7". Due on that label soon are an 
Enewetak IP, a Fall Silent LP, and .i Gehenna 
LP, which will probably be a combined effort with 
other similar labels. Gehenna has also released another demo and a 
split 7" with Apt. 2I3 P which are, you guessed K out of print. 

I tried first to interview Mike R., but he was a really frustrating 
subject: at first he wanted the interview to be anonymous, so that a cult 
of personality would not form around the various members of Gehenna, 
and then he pretended amnesia regarding all the interesting stories, he's 
been involved in- even the one involving Bom Against and the stickup. 
Fortunate I y^ I had more luck with Mike Cheese, whom l r ve known ever 
since my days as a punk rock kid in San Diego-. 



INSIDE FRONT: Explain the significance of the name of your label 




"Revolutionary Power Toots." 

MIKF C: The name represents the bands, that are on the 
label as causing a JON of revolution m hardcore They are 
like tools, like pieces in a chess game, so to speak, that 
work together. Every one of the bands that I'm putting out 
is a bet d-d that I totally feel is a revolutionary band for the 
fact that they are not going to wind up being on Victory, 

Excursion, Incision, or any Dutch East "indie" labels, any 
Sony-o-wrEpd labels, They are bands that are definitely 
hardcore bands and will stay hardcore bands. 

IF: Whal "revolution" is it that you're pushing for? 

MC: Revolution in hardcore. Maybe to snap people nut of 
their creeper-wearing. GV-listening MTV hardcore and 
snap them back into the reality of the fact that hardcore is 
not a way lo make a million dollars and fids around the 
country and fuck a lot of girls. 

IF: ts that your goal with Gehenna as well? 

MC - To rrde around ihe country and fuck a loi of girls? 

IF: Yes. 

MC: No. It is io actually be revolutionary, and to maybe 
S[>i an Example of what we feel hardcore should be. 
if ' r And whal do yuu think hardcore should be? 

MC: I think hardcore should be a threat, a rebellion, fi 
should be a chance to honestly smash down all the pre- 
conceived notions about different people r a chance to have 
honest communication rather than the horseshif that is 
considered communication between people these days, Thai includes 
the mass- media as well, 

IF: In your sung "The Rollout Line/' who is it in particular that you 
are referring to when you sing "revenue has made me lose control' ? 

MC: It's not really a song about ''straight edge revenge" nr *you let me 
down-" dr Jr me, you, youth crew" or any of that hofcey bullshit. 1t r s more 
of a song about self discipline. Not like the typical straight edge kid 
"this song is about self discipline. I m poiEy-iramed, and..." that's stu- 



deal wish this situation, and that’s basically what "83%" is about. * 
Everywhere you go, you'-m to run into il r because JO% of the 

world is already covered by ft 

IF: You were speaking about straight edge. saying that your songs are 
not about "I've got l he discipline, I'm poily-i rained..." — do you want 
lo tell me whal straight edge does mean to you I hen. and why it's 
important to you lo be drug free? 

MC: I think straight edge means something different to each individual 



. . , the 7 P©se a threat t© 
real hardc&re in that they 
-iant t© wake hardcore an 
alternative, 11 a nice 
little novelty item that 
can sho'.Y up in every 
household . " 
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-i ■■ mber of the band, hut personalty, as Iw as my experience goes, 
r-en I was about sixteen I decided that it was- a much easier way to go 
■ut lhiny.fi rather than fucking myself up and mining everything. 

A popular criticism of straight edge, that I think is often legitimate 
-iese tiays H h that it's a way for upper middle class kids to fit in and 
>: part of a pseudo-rt hell bus subculture wilboul actually going against 
iythinB their parenis stand for, 

viC I tola Ely agree with that, that's exactly what it has become, and 
^at's why Gehenna and Revolutionary R)wer Tools, Catharsis, Eoewetak, 
these bands are around — so that we can stop and point oul thrit 
'saghl edge is sotfi^thing more irnportanl than first making sure you 
,?ar I he right running shoes, and that the new -- record is gteat, and 
■iis and that. Straight edge is nol just al>out following whatever comes 
;jt on Victory records or whatever Ray tappo says. Straight edge is, S 
-unk personalty, something you do far yourself — it's not about going 
lit, hammering kids on the head for doing drugs. Those people will 
jit learn for I hem selves. It 's not a "discipline", you know, itf s easy to 
■ straight edge,. iTs not a big deal. 

Iff You've mentioned repeatedly an opposition on your pari in some 
of the larger hands and labeb who are involved in ihe hardcore 
scene, Would you like to clarify that, specifically for instance why it 
H I hat you look down upon Victory records? 

AC Victory I can say that I'm opposed to because they p(ise - a ihtear to 
rg-a I hardcore in that they want to make hardcore an "alternative/ a 
lice lUEle novelty item that can show up m every household. They want 
nardcore to be accessible on the television, and make it basically a big- 
riusiness, govern men tdifectcd ihmg. l r nT completely against That Hon- 
estly., I'm not sorng to lie and say ibal I don't 
own records by Victory bands or hands that 
are on major labels. As a matter of fact, t here's 
-een talk of Earache records and Gehenna, 
whatnot.,, and it's fust talk, I know, But like 
Coalesce, they're a band that is an actual threat 
;o "alternative" hardcore, they were signed to 
Earache* but 1 still feel that they are a band 
who is still really true to hardcore. They went 
on taut in a little van, had seven songs, and 
•U't went Everywhere and played, didn't give 
a fuck if they got paid 1 1 0, or nothing, or $200. 

That shit didn't matter eo them, they didn't have 
a big guarantee in their heads, 

IF: Do you know what Earache records does 
wilh the money they make off die Coalesce 



record? 

MC: As a matter of fact, L believe they pay Sony to keep distributing 
iheir records Earache., I'm pretty sure, i ^ a little prostitute of Sony, So l 
believe they pay Sony to crush someone's <kyll into the dirt in some 
foreign country, goit&Ehmg tike that, 
if: But you don't think lh At compromises Coalesce? 

MC; S definitely see what you're saying, lhal it might compromise some 
of their message, bur none of their message is political It's not a mes- 
sage of revolution, but rhey're still a revolutionary band in that they're 
not doing this m. make millions ni dollars. They re doing this to let 
millions of people hear iheir music 

IF- So you respect them because ihey're trying t<l express themselves 
at all cosis-* 

MC Right. No matter wbai Rut they won't turn themselves into a pm 
uct... it's irue lhal they have a U,RC- code on foe CD, which is some- 
ihirtg f despise, but they aren't going to become a product of Viclory or 
whatever borseshit kind of ideals... I don'l know. I ihink Vm jus! tolally 
biased against Victory because they put nm sorne good records that I 
wish I pul oul. 

IF: Can you tell me some bands you were in before Gehenna? 

M C Me and the guitarist were in this Imnd called Leave rl to Cl r-vo. . 
IF: Didn't you suy* open for Horn Against? 

MC: Yeah, we did. 

IF: Did you see iheir &eek singer try to put me in a he .id lock for 
dancing too hard. 

MC: No, as a matlcr of fact I didn’t 1 Bui Thar was foe same night my 
friend Curtis paid $5 for a record and was accused of stealing if. He 
handed her five dollars, and she accused him of 
being a scam artist, and thals where another of 
our hands , Scam Artist, a Barn Against cover 
band, came about. 

IF: Yeah, Mike wouldn't tell the story about 
him and Born Again si and the gun for Ihe tn- 
ierview, 

MC Thai's too bad, ii r * a hilarious story. 

IF: Of course, you wouldn't let I the story about 
Orange 9mm, Or about your jaw Retting bro- 
ken... 

if you can man.iee to 'r&fch Gefonni from any 
addmss, your hen bet fs‘ 

80 8m 83694 
San 




Rick practical came out of nowhere a lew years ago to sing for New 
York hardcore band 25 la Life. Now, in addition to tha|, he also publishes 
Ihe hardcore 'zine Back la Basics, as well as running a large distribution. 
He has even started a record label on top of everything else: ha has just 
released a 7 H pressing of she original 25tL damo, and two split 7 n s, one of 
o! Krufeh and Surrounded, {he other erf Shuldbwn and Indecision. Soon 
he will follow these records wilh a Cornin' Corneci/D ire Nap spilt end other 
records. This is what he has to to say about his commiimant lo hardcore 
and his feelings about it loday: 



these kids with their computers and everything hying to be so peri##, I 
wanted to go back and just work for rt, rather than worrying aboui getting 
signed or getting big. I wanted to just do it tor the music, for the scone, to 
keep the scans alive and be active, just like l help to pul on shows and 
do a distribution. 1 wanted to do a magazine and not worry about the 
thing looking beautiful or worry about spoiling cor/ecUy. This Ls hardcore. 
Just gat the information out there so that kids know that the scene is 
alive and (hat things are going on. That's the whole rdea behind my label, 




te* 
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INSIDE FRONT: What's new with 25 la Ufe? 



RlCK HEALEY; OriginaJly ihe band was me on vocals. Fred on the rhythm 
guitar, Big Frank on the bass and Harry on the drums. We went through 
soma minor changes. Steve, the second guitarist, left, and ws got a new 
guitar player celled Bsto (ha used to be in Dmizeh and we got a new 
bass player Irom this band called Out of Line Queens, Big Frank's wife 
had a couple of kids, and he couldn't afford to give up his weekends any 
more,.. 

IF: Whal are you going to release nejrt? 

RH: The "Keeping It Real" EP came out: lha easiest way to get that is 
from Victory, or you can write to me at my address... It's going ot be dis- 
tributed all Over -- I guess they're going to try to gel if into Ihe bigger 
stores. We leave for Europe January 1?lh F we'll be louring wilh Next 
Step Up and kfefd Response. While we'ro on tour we'll be discussing 
doing a full length with We Bite records, basically just as a one-off deal 
again. We Bfto was good to us so far, bul there was a problem with 
getting the record, and we have different opinions on how to do hardcore. 
With them, ihey'd rather get these big distributors doing it. With me. I 
distribute records for hardcore bands the hardcore way - going to shows, 
setting up tables. These guys want lo got it through the bigger distribu- 
tors. The whole thing is markup, f want lo try tq keep the prices as few as 
possible, I would want to gel the records myself. These guys want lo 
market hardcore, get it into the big stores, and get It accessibEe-thal's all 
good, but if they would give fee records lo the band, so that we could get 
the money and keep h in the scene, lor instance I've started a label, so 
that we can make out scene grow, so we can get our own music out. so 
we won't need these bigger labels. But as ii stands right now they've got 
the baiter distribution. I'm sterling to get my distribution up ihsre, so 
maybe we'il do a record with We Bite but who knows. We're not really 
h&ppy with what’s going down so far. The kids here who have been sup- 
porting us since day one have been having problems getting copies. 
When we started we really diefe'i have the money. We had to do what we 
had to do. But now that we have a little bit more money, things are look- 
ing a little bit better. Maybe wo'lt just do something ourselves next. 

IF: Do you wanMo explain the name 25 ta life? 

RH; Tq us it's not like a gangster thing, t'm sure there's tons ol kids OUT 
there who think we're a gang&tei band. To us, we reversed it - in^ead ot 
being locked down, Ihe name means a commitment to hardcore.’ 

3F: Right, because I know you're 25 right now.** 

RH: And I’m saying I'm going to be committed to this 25 ta life. That’s 
what the name means to us. And It was also a dedication to some of ogr 
friends, who over the years got involved with some stupid shit. Hardcore 
has gone through so many changes, so many people have grown up, 
Back then it was a lot rougher, people did shit I'm sure they regiet now, 
because to hit somebody in the head with a pipe back then wasn't a big 
deal, but to be locked up for 25 yeeis, it makes the whole thing different, 
So it's like a shoul out to our trends who got fucked! up. 

IF- But your magazine is called Back to Basics. Are you suggesting 
the hardcore ham strayed from the basics? 

RH: When I first started that, my plan was to go back to the roots. With all 



my distribution, is us helping each other cut, and bringing back ihe spirit 
of unity, 

IF; I noticed that a few ye arm ago New York hardcore branched oft 
and separated from hardcore across the rest of hie country. Why 
do you thfnk that was? 

RHr Right now, -hardcore is huge again in New York. At the end of the 
'50a and the early wiln eh the violence, the shows were only in 
bigger venues. Bigger venues ere fine, but now there are chows every 
weekend, and it's ah smal« bands again, and everything's coming back to 
the way it was. Hardcore became e trend, and all the bands sounded the 
sam-e. People were trying be like other people and there was no origi- 
nality. Now there's a fol or banes just trying to do their own thing. You can 
geto a New York hardcore show today and see Crown ot Thorns, who 
are very melodic, you can see 25 la Life, you know us, we're way heavy. 
You can see Madball, agair a heavy tjand, or you could see H20. who 
are part of the New York hardcore femrly but sound more like poppish 
punk. Everybody's doing Iheit own thing, but everyone's together. If this 
wa& two and a half years ago, there would be only Titty kids at each 
show, but each ol lha shews wy ..nd in ms ^ast few weeks there have 
been s*x hundred kids. People are involved again, there's not as much 
violence. Before, people leri -r yp "e the bigger labels to- get Ihe records 
out, but with hardcore the only way ii can survive is if the kids do il them- 
selves. Once those kids are' 1 r nvolved anymore there is no more scene, 
these big companies can : sryihing for hardcore. Everything that they 

have we give them the power so do. Wo buy the records, wo buy the 
shirts they make... 

IF: Sc you would say to the people that think ell New York hardcore 
sounds ths seme, that they haven't been paying attention recently, 

RH; Yeah, they haven't rt s la'dcofs, irs all ore- music, but thafs like 
saying all rap sounds fha same You've got to be into the music to sea 
how everyone is ditfar&n: no* every on a is unique in Some way. That's 
like saying all white peccSr ook the Sr- ms, Everyone's dilferenl, every- 
one has something different about their banc Some bands encouraga 
violence, some bands try t j bring p&ace to ihe scene. You can tell who's 
doing what and who wants what.. York hardcore" is not just "Now 
York hardcore" anymore. New York hardcore" is a style of music that is 
played all ovej the world. like in Europe they have bands like Sfermcora. 
It's just a heavy, raw, aggressive music. 

IF: I've talked to acme kids In New York who whine to me that DtVfS 
will beat them up If ihey don't give Crown of Thornz a good review. 
What would you say to those kids? 

RH: I would say trial's bulls ti'i. H I don’t ;>ko a rocoid. I woufd just give my 
hones! opinion. If you do a magazine and you're intentionally going lo 
dis somebody, you should just review it and respect it Por the music trial 
it is. and not for the person's past and what they did. That's fine, but if 
you’re just right away going to soy “this kid, he's hit me already; il’s 
natural you're no! going to like the person, bui you should give it an 
hone&T review for the mus*c. And as far as the whole DMS thing goes, 
there's always going to be fights at shows, but most of them ere krds who 
aren't even down, who jusf use the name. ThaEs been the whole DMS 



■ e fad 1 hat's been around two weeks, who's trying to go! his 
■ ^p. will be like “Yeah, i'mdown with DMS." But il’s all hype, rfa 
- ! Half the DMS tads don't even go to shows. Some of them jusl 
: ' “ ws because of their friends from their neighblf bayoitiaod. These 
, - 1 even into hardcore. They ye jusl going to shows because thes 
-ands. So as far as people saying Tm scared to go to shows 

- DMS will beat me up/ that's bullshii. 01 course if Izak seas you, 
: j dossed the kid, maybe he will have a word with you, whatever. 
Tink everyone's entitled to Iheir opinion, If you don't ilka Ihe band 
slower reason, that's your right. 

- : you think that a lot of the shit trial's been attributed to QMS 
: c«n attributed wrongly? 

■ s irue a lot of fads did get hurt, whatever, but of course a lot of it is 

- «ie. What can I say? 

- : now would you describe DMS to some kid -reading this in Florida? 
would just say it's a bunch of Fri ends, it's like Murphy's Law. Madball, 

■ ol Thgrna, it's the hfew York hardcore scene. A tor of bands, a lot 
■ - who used to go lo shows, like the old Dmize, a lot of kids who 

:■ r-een around that Just hang out. So they all know each other from 
1 " * to the shows through the years, and it's like a big family of friends 
: are going to take each other's backs. That's the way it is anywhere 
30 If you go into a hip hop dub and there 're all these kids who've 

■ down, and you iry lo slop to one of those kids r of course all Ihase 
are going to say, That's no! gonna happen, trial's my boy." It's like a 
■amily, I he New York hardcore f a mity, 

‘ cu bn vi always given all sorts of support to straight edge and 
night edge bands in your 'zlne, though I didn't think you were 
Do yog want to speak any words on that? 

- m 25 years old now, so when I was younger and I used to go see 

■ - z rost, i was really big on the metal scene, I started going to C&GB's 
i£. That's when Youth of Today and all (hose bands were getting 

. big. I've been locked up for drugs, over heroin and crack, I was 
mad drugs when i was younger. I've had a lot ol (rouble, Sc with the 
: ght edge thing for me, it's such a positive thing, lhat these kids all 

■ together and support each other in being straight at a lime when 
are so btg in this country. I totally support lhat, I support all Ihe 

2 $ and all those krds who are finding an alternative to drugs, who are 
^ng to shows and being so into lha music that they can slay away 

- the drugs. It still exists, but |hey know that Ibey have more in liic 
?ust being bored oul of Iheir minds and going and doing drugs. When 
■: nothing more m life and t only listened to the music, I used to go do 
45 and Ihts or that, but now in the last five years since IVe been so 
■■“9 in rL IVe even stopped drinking. To me Ihe whole slmlghr edge 

-g helps me cut. When I go to a show I won't just drink a beer, ru go 
fomenting aise. Hi set up a table to distribute, 111 try to get away From 
stuff, 111 go have conversations, talk to people, and just gel away 
Ihe shit. That's why I give respect to the straight edge fads. 

You’ve been referred to as Ihe '‘hardest working man in hardcore," 
me soma hardworking women in hardcore. 

- ■ Thorn's Laura, she does Rebet Angel Fanzine in Pennsylvania. She’s 
-:-n around a longtime, she does a magazine and 1 sets up shows. She 
:-s her part for the Pennsylvania scans. Rory used to do all the book- 

r :s. I think now she manages Shill and lhat kind ol stuff, and does the 
rtinga For I hem. There's BJ Papas, who takes all i ha photos for all the 
- ds and helps all of them out. I've mat so many people, we have girls 
=t come to every one of our shows and support us. There's a lot of 
pie who come lo shows. Without ail Ihe people, all the effort that I put 
the scene, doing a Fanzine and putting up fliers, doing a label, if 
■■■re was no one who was interested in (his, whal good would rt be? 1 
. 5 " want and saw Baby Gopal, they have three girls In ihe band and 
■ /m doing their ihlng. If doesn't matter lo me who's in a band as long 
5 ihe music and the lyrics are good. 

- I've noticed there ere two s dilutes towards the Idea of making a 
ivmg off of hardcore. Old men Tim Yohnnnon, of Maximum Rock 
*nd Roll, says that if you try to Five off of hardcore than you won't 
suit to be tru-a to It and you'll be tempted by money to try to 
ike II more accessible. My attitude Is that I don't want to be put* 
g my effort Fnto somebody else'a project a that have nothing to 
with hardcore, working to support the mess madia and support- 



ing those people with my labor. Td Irka to sea us all be able to work 
for each other and nobody etoe. I know that you live oft of hardcore. 
What is your stance on this issue? 

EH: Look al someone like Tony Victory, regardless of what people say, 
lhat guy J s making a living oil of hardcore but he’s doing ll in a way That's 
like being in a hardcore band and not selling out. IE all comes down to 
work. If r s all work, but il you're doing somaihing you tove and you're 
making money, what more could you want oul ol JiFe? A Id ol bands say 
lhai you shouldn't make money oft of il, bui money makes (ho world go 
round. I'm pad of the world, IVe gol lo live, I love (his music, but to gel to 
a show it costs money, to rehearse rt costs money, lo pul oul a record it 
costs a lot of money. I can't just walk into a place and say ‘“make me five 
hundred fliers/ and they’ll do it for free. Everything costs money. I've got 
to make money to make shprts to get to the kids, so lhat kids will know we 
even oxisi, It's a lot of work, but I do it for ihe Fove of the music. Ot course 
il I didn't have money, if I didn'i make money Irom playing The shows, I've 
got to eat, I've got to pay a phone bill, I've got ig pay rent. It's not like I’m 
exploiting anything. IVe got to Ievb. thai's ail l can say. 

FFt Not everyone can play in a band or do a label. What would you 
say to other people who also don"! went to work for anyone outside 
of the hardcore community? 

RH: You've got to Find an alternate lifestyle. Some peqpFa are lalleo 
artists, some people do piercing, or do their own thing in life. You've gol 
to find a way lo do your own thing, I like to look the way I wan! to look... 
ygu know I look a little crazy, I've got tattoos all over. Il's noi going to be 
as easy for me lo go into society and get a job looking the way ! warn to 
took, so I’ve found an alternative way to do what E want, l don't make a lot 
of money doing this, I make enough to survive, that's il- Thai's all I want 
oul ol life is lo survive and do what I want (o do. That's rt Listen to the 
music, have the friends I want to have no matter what they took ilk# or 
whal they're doing in life. Jusl have my people and do whal I'm doing 
and that's il - 1 don't bother anyone and I don't want anyone bothering me 
or telling me whal t can or can't do. 

IF; I wanted to ask you about an interview 1 reed In Open Season, 
Basically, It was Just you talking about shooting people end amok* 
ing blunts. Do you think lhat Interview misrepresented you? 

HH; Yeah. Here’s ihe deal wiih thai. To me, that kid is not into hardcore 
for the same reason l am. He was asking me quesliorss aboui running 
guns. To me, guns, that’s noE hardcore. Tm into this music la make a 
change, no! to become like people i can't stand. The questtont were all 
moionto. so whal I gave him back was moronic answers I'm not a gang- 
ator F I don't care about peopFe who bring guns lo shows, or about how 
people dance. Of course in New York il's a lol harder. But all my answers 
were stupid because he was asking me dumb questions about gangs. 
Obviously, That kid has a fantasy and he '5 not Into hardcore for Ihe same 
reasons I am. 

If: How did you end up going on tour with Agnostic From? 

RH; t knew Roger, the singer — what happened was, his house had burned 
down. Ai tha time I was working construction, I did spackFing and sheet 
rock, and I was helping Roger pul hss house back together, jusl helping 
htm out as a friend, s was colFecttrg unemployment back then. I'd been 
layed off, and he invited me to go on tour with him, so I went along to 
help them out. i look care of the merchandise, it was a good time — I did 
a loh met a lot of good people. Whal lhat lour showed me was, because 
I had so much Fun, lhat I had lo get my shit log ether and do it myself. 
Alter the AF tour, I wen! oul with Biohazard lor a bii, and 1 knew so many 
people, ihai people would always come up to me and ask me whal my 
band was. And I didn't have a band, so when I came back and AF was 
breaking up, I wanted to start a band in the tradition of AF. Af was al- 
ways a band thai would look out for all ihe olher bands that nobody else 
knew about or cared about. When we started a band, that was whal we 
did. Back then there were no big bands, now all the bands have gotten 
back together and hardcore is good, bul back ihen there was no one to 
headline shows, so we would do it even il only fifty kids showed up. We 
wourd just pFay to have a good lima, bui now you go to a show, and 
there’s a milNon kids there. One East thing I warned to men! ion — Yinnie is 
leaving Madbafl, and so they Ye passing the old Af Iron Cross cover 
~Cmcified n on to 25 la Lite, so We'll be playing that from now on. 

Contact Rick as 85 3rd Avenue, Paterson, NJ 07514 USA, phone 201 -278-7376. 



Working in Collectives: 

Observations on an Anarchist Organization 

by Mike the Mttm 

The purpose of ihis article is to relay my experience working within an 
anarchic collective and to point out some of the pitfalls and difficulties associ- 
ated with this type of organizing for fundamental social change. Though I am by 
no means m expert on this subject. I do have hands on experience and have 
learned real Lessons from my time working with anarchist comrades and others. 

I will begin with the background of my organizing experience. I was pan 
of the Anarchist Agitation Coalition (A AC) collective for jusi over two years. 
Wc formed on the campus of Appalachian Slate University as a small group of 
anti-authoritarian students who wished io commit ourselves lo radicalism and 
become active politically Throughout its history the A AC mainly focused cut 
propaganda and education. Wc issued several flyers regarding different aspects 
of daily life in capitalism, along with other activities. The collective was mga* 
ni zed hunted I y the night before Earth Day 1993. 1 had just come in contact with 
similarly minded individuals and one of us proposed she publication of an anar- 
chist critique of Earth Day and libera] environmentalism . 

Soon after we put together a loose political statement. This. I have found, 
is one of Lbu most difficult aspects of working us a collective. Though at Lhe 
formation of the group the A AC consisted of only four members, with a few 
outside supporters, our politics were bound to vary widely and they did. The 
key I feel, to hammering out a political statement is not compromise of ideals, 
as some would maintain, but a definition of those poinis common to all mem- 
bers In an anarchist Ben sc, maintaining and emphasizing the revolutionary char- 
acter of our critique of society and our planned work. Individual political ques- 
tions must Also be dealt with in a unifying way. though, Issues all kiVqived baa 
agree on are simple, but those which cause disagreement must be addressed in a 
manner which suits ail in tiie collective. This aspect may entail compromise on 
select issues, but never so much ihal one's individual position is negated or 
defamed. 

At the conclusion of the school year she group effectively disbanded as dll 
the members returned to different areas of (he state for the summer. When school 
began again in August, though, the A AC reformed and took up where it had 
off We set out to make ourselves known on campu s. A mongst ihe trend j . 1 1 beral 
"crtWron.nKniaKsu;' 1 crowd wc had a bit of a reputation as trouble makers s we 
laughed at tiwir Earth Day shenanigans. Now we aimed so introduce ourselves 
to the nest of the campus and perhaps pick up a few more members from the 
student body and the community at large. We immediately sci up a banner on 
campus, next to ihe ones put up by fraternities, proclaiming our existence Then 
wc set about organizing ourselves better to finally get things accomplished, At 
this time we acquired a few new members which elevated our optimism as well 
as our numbers. 

That September we learned of a march to be held in town which would 
commemorate the death of a female student who was abducted, raped and mur- 
dered by a local man. We again resorted to banners and marched as an anarchist 
contingent. We critiqued not only "violence", as did the olher marchers, but the 
ritualized violence perpetrated against women daily in this society. Our nexl 
action consisted of aiuiColumbus Day flyers which wc posted nil over campus 
and which met both widespread approval and condemnation. This period w m 
most likely the high point of she A AC's organizing efforts. It was ai this time 
when w<- garnered our most support and attention on campus* and when we 
found out, through an inside contact, that the District Attorney had been given a 
copy of one of our flyers. Also, that spring wc organized a speech by a radical 
profesiar on campus which attracted over 25 people to our meeting. Given the 
level of apathy at school, we seemed to be doing something right, 

Beyond this period, though, our efforts began to wane. Long periods of 
Inactivity duo to a lack of dedication among many of ihe members were only 
broken by failed actions, the worst being u planned Mayday cekbrafion at which 



only three pemons attended. Well Lasso the next school year this trend confirm 
as the serious membership dwindled down to two. The A AC's final major proj 
was yet to come, (hough. In w hat proved to be our finest hour, the collect! 
organized and sponsored a talk by Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin, a prominent antu 
chist and former Black Panther. The speech went over as a huge success in 
attracted in audience of around a hundred. This was our greatest achievement, 
But even she resounding success that the speech was couldn’t revive interest 
among the members long enough to sustain i he collective. E quit school anti left 
the collective after that year and have yet to hear of any more projects under- 
taken by the A AC At present a planned school supported, unofficially anarchic 
organisation at ASU has been scrapped Presently only one original member of 
the collective attends Appalachian State. 

Now I'd like to analyze why the A AC didn't achieve more and look at the; 
weakness of our organization. Firstly every lime I seriously look at the A ACs 
many faults one glaring one fixes moat prominently in my mind: dedication] 
Throughout our history, we had a problem with members and interested persons! 
who failed to commit themselves fully lo (he group or its projects. In fact, on I 
lwg individuals were consistent members throughout the collective's lifetime. 
This illustrates the severity of the problem. I know from experience that org^ 
nizing this w ! ay is futile as those who are extremely dedicated lo ihe group end 
up performing ail tasks associated with maintaining the collective; (he others are] 
allowed io serve as numbers and bodies behind them. 

This brings me 10 another observation. Those who did have a lack of com- 
mitment to the group tended not to partake in decision making; they almost 
always agreed with the one or two "permanent” members. While this does stiro 
plify tlie decision making process, u also creates artificial divisions between m 
only the dedicated members and ihnse sitting idle, hut also between a group 
specialist and those not amorg their number - those who have a grasp of revo 
lotion ary theory and those new to the movement. These divisions ultimately 
lead, to Ihe loss of members whose interest in the collective was minimal 
those who feci the impact of Ihix division and fee! alienated from the group.; 
Thus, integrating new members into the collective becomes impossible and Lhe 
group is doomed 10 failure 

These arc what I perceive to be the major organizational Haws of the A AC. 
Unfortunately they are not easily overcome. In building a sense of commitment 
to the organization, I fed more discussion of revolutionary theory and its rda* 
tionship to daily life is needed to x\c r unifying ihose involved imd clarity in| 
the group’s goals Also, a financial as wd. .> physiol conmbutipn to the group 
breeds a sense of commitment ;y. th y,* who join, wj&h to see their money m 
effort spent In a productive manse;. To accomplish anything money will he needed 
lo finance projects With the AAC. the two nard core members usually funded 
projects while others helped out at their leisure. This seemed to spread apathy] 
amongst ihe other members the> did not directly help fund or participate in 
ihe collective effort. Ultimately, to create _l dedicated group of individuals working 
towards a common, revolutionary 1 go J. fell objectives wilh real results shout 
be present, along with well organized and wdl educated collective mumbera. 

Thu key to gaining educated, active members within the collective, I feel 
is participation. While working with the AAC 1 was the primary facilitator of the 
group. I called meetings, phoned members concerning meet times, me. and oi ten 
set the agenda for each meeting This is dearly not how we should have been 
organizing. This allowed most members to maintain a passive role in the collec- 
tive decision making process, which affected ibar willingness to carryout planned 
actions of to even testily dedicate themselves to t tic group. One possible rowdy] 
would have been the creation of a ’facilitator position whicli would have been 
rotated among the membership each week or meeting This most definitely 
would hiivc helped with participation among the group; eh her those not willing 
lo seriously participate would have leave or, those not fully integrated within 
collective Would be forced to become so if they desired to Stay active. Other 
methods of fostering participation within a collective may include other combi- 
nations of responsibility delegation as well, 

The main focus of thts article, beyond being a short history of the A A' 
collective, is to illuminate some ot thediiTiculsie$ ^s<tejated with working col- 




vc y towards a goal All of these complications 3 have described within the 
. y^-txt of the AAC occur in most group situations. Working in m snarciiisc 
-Rework, though, heightens l he importance of even the smallest details as 
_■ Lxhists muss pay special attention to die way they organize. We realize that 
region and domi nation of any leind is wrong and must be done away with* 
specially within our own autonomous social units, these collectives, which may 
nc day become the backbone of a free society. 

: z-r.uct: Mike Mann 

135 E. 57th Street 
Sayfernah.GA 



Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Prison.,. 

But Were Afraid To Ask 

Installment #2 
by Martin Maassen 

Hello again, this is Martin wiih my second installment of a look from 
| inside, ai the front. Now, as i said in issue #7. this column will be dealing 
^;di prison — what you need lo know should you. fall, why, and how it re- 
lies, or doesn't relate, lo being; a hardcore kid. 

As I write this issue! 5 column, I'm In the hole. We call it "jail" in prison 
because, for many, prison is the closest thing; to the street they will ever see; 
■L“d jail assignment is just hke getting locked upon the street, So. it makes 
^ense then — doesn't it? J r m in jail right now for assault. I got in an argument 
wuh someone that, escalated to the point where 1 put my hands on him. Stu- 
1 -■ d. because ihis guy told the cops in here all about it. So, I've been locked 
2 p until my '“Adjustment Hearing” takes place. This will establish my guilt 
. J innocence. As you h d expect, a set of rules exists here for Inmates to live 
? , — break those ru ies arid there w i IJ l>e consequences . ' This month 3 ' m gonna 
■-ilk about those rules. NOT the rules which I broke that got me thrown En 
ul— but the other rules. The second set of rules which every convict must 
e am to survive. The convict's rules. These are rules, unwritten though they 
may be, whkh govern how an indi vid u al enu si cord u ct him sel f i nside prison 
iround other inmates. By the way, since t am a male, 3 will nearly always 
rpeak male specific. No offense, to women! 

Any time you enter prison, whether for the first or fifteenth time, whether 
as atransfer inmate from another prison or straight from the count y/city jail, 
sou must adapt a demeanor in which you carry yourself. Now, for the lack 
f a better tethe "walking attitude.” This walking attitude is gonna be the 
first thing prisoners rm. I’ll call it see, and consequently i he first thing they 
:haUenge when they con from you. Generally, if you keep to yourself— no 
one will Fuck wtih you. However, that little jewel of knowledge doesn't 
always ring true, as in my current situation. 3 did not Invite the discussion 
that ted to an argument. In fact I several limes verbally dismissed the person 
and the argument. But, to no avail. So-, I did what [ did. not want to do — but 
lad to do in order lo reestablish my respect. Does anyone remember the 
Youth of Today song "Understand"? Well, ask an old schooler — he'll fill 
you in. Anyway, ihss walking attitude must be the image you project m the 
nuLside— to the prisoners around you. tt is a "take no shit from anyone" 
ittitude and it must be convincing. I don'l care if you're a peace punk, you 
don’t have this attitude pal — and you're fucked, 1 mean that literally and 
figuratively, You will find out quickly that "punk 1 ’ in prison ain’t got noth- 
^mg to do with rebellious youth counterculture centered around fast, angry 
music. No sir, Punk means boy, faggot, queen, somebody's possession, sox 
coy, I know you’ve cracked die jokes in the high school locker room— ’but it 
isn't a joke, I want everyone lo understand that I am NOT trying to offend 



anyone who is peace punk, or homosexual, or even effeminate. I DO mean 
to point m\ though tbal no matter how much you enjoy yourself that way, no- 
matter how many friends respect and like you just die way you are, no mat- 
ter how wrong it is that phobias and "rsm"s exist— you MUST change or 
pretend you are someone other than pacifist, homosexual, etc. etc. Because 
in pnson— you will be eaten alive otherwise' Em son is r unfortunately, a place 
of macho Hexing md fighting and exploiting Period, 

Hut carrying thi4 attitude (whether it he perfectly natural, or a Facade) 
is not enough. You must be prepared to defend yourself physically if some- 
one crosses you. Inside, people will challenge you for your possessions, fur 
your body- your food; If you don't verbally set ihem straight on where you're 
coming from— prepare to fight, Because if you allow someone to disrespect 
you, or take something from you (even If you personal] y couJdnY give a 
rat’s ass! X others will beat down your pell door lo gei a piece of what you’ve 
got, Even fighting a losing battle sends die message diat you are strong minded 
and will hold East. Respect will have bean canted. 

So. what do you do* Keep to yourself. If the prison offers weights — lift 
them. It's smart to beef up the ass you’re carrying at the same is me you're 
telling everyone around you that you ttre daily keeping in shape for them- 
should they get a notion lo challenge you, Got long hail? LOSE it. Nothing 
attracts challenges from daddies more than long hair. Unless you're willing 
to KILL anyone who calls you a "hitch" with long hair — cut is. off, This next 
one the new ktds will like: Baggy pants hanging off your ass? Pull them up, 
boy, or become somebody'^ boy. Baggy clothes are fine, providing you hide 
your ass. I should add Huai in prison black people do NOT respect white kids 
who emulate black youth. I KNOW how thai sounds, folks, and i hate io say 
it, Now, certainly my ONE person rnighi like while folks or black folks 
but in prison, an artificial barrier is pretty convincingly imposed which sepa 
rates white convicts and black convicts and latino or asian cons. So. save 
yourself the grief— don’t go flexing your cross-cultural fashions, or lingo, 
or mannerisms— YOU WON'T GAIN ANY STREET t RED FROM WHITE 
CONS, OR BLACK CONS, THAT WAY. Just he quiet, check out the rad a I 
atmosphere, and go- wilhlhe How. I'm NOT saying "join the BrotheFhtHKL 1 ’ 
t'm trying very bard though to show- you she FACTS k'slhe same for blacks, 
as well. 

Don't accept presents from inmates. Nor 'loans." Be EXTREMELY 
suspicious of anyone who says they want to "help" you. STAY AWAY from 
the police. I can't stress it enough. Drugs'- Yeah, they're here. Stay the Fuck 
away from them. 1 of course expect the SXE folks to adhere, hur l say ij to 
everyone alike, Drugs Lead lo trouble in prison* violence, debt, sentence ex- 
tensions. Jus Hum and w>alk away. 

Learn the Walking attitude, and use it always — you will be saved so 
much hell. Relax, in time people will get to know you and eventually you r ll 
find a niche lo fit in with. Stay prepared, loyal, and true to yourself. If you 
become part of a mob or poise (which I DON'T recommend! be prepared! m 
bo prepared, loyal, and iruc to THEM. Even at the expense of your own 
welfare, As much as you don’t warn someone to cross you in prison— you 
REALLY don't want to cross someone youself. Keep in mind, a lot of your 
neighbors in prison will be there for their WHOLE life Because of that, you 
are r for ihc most part, a guest in their home. Your cell is yours; fine, But 
don' l put your&eff in a situation where you challenge the "rules" dm have 
been in place for years; unless you arc prepared! to handle whet happens As 
much as it can be detrimental, keep an “I don't care" attitude when dealing 
with bad situations. Don't back down! Fighl! Fltit be wise and fight only in 
defense of yourself, your possessions,, your respect, Fuck the rest. 

As always, this information pertains to anyone- — black; white; boy; girl; 
hardcore kid; SXE kid: or even crusty punk. But since t'rn a while skinhead 
male SXE k«d. I lend to speak first hand and inadvertantly omil other angles 
of the discussion. I don't mean tt>— I warn everyone to benefit from my 
column (if there h such a ihing). Weil, ihafs il from behind the walls, See 
you next issue - 1 welcome your correspondence: Martin Mstasttn £17^4] ]. 
P.O. Box 3500. Staunton. VA 24402 





Editor '$ Note: Axel found Ms way into our heads through a se- 
ries of extremely critical letters Shat began when he discovered Inside 
Front a number of months ago. Every time we publish a new issue, 
we can count on Axe! to write us a lengthy, involved letter describing 
in detail all of the flews and undesirable Qualite s of our latest effort. 
You see, it's not bard lo get a column in Inside Front.,, in Axel's case 
in fact It was almost inevitable. So be sure to write Axel and describe 
to him in depth every single mistake and inconsistency In Ns column! 

Hit-parade 

by Axel Orange 

l don’t know whether you ore erisica! readers of your local govern- 
ment praising propaganda pamphlets, (aka: newspapers}, t trust admit that 
] grant that little joy to myself quite frequently. Here's an article I discov- 
ered in yesterday's edition, h was located just itiE the right of a fake report 
on the dangers of Tckkno* XTC. blahhiahblah. Translated for your conve- 
nience; 

“They Talk Like The Pope 

New Ymk (DPA) They listen to hardcore music, hut they dmai drank and 
don’t smofee.” fwhiu a contradiction, as if tticone wo* ever related to the other} 
“They protest against suuraat testing hut are themselves tattooed and pierced 
all civeT their bodies.” { same “contradiction'' I .tssumi) : “These new tfllnis. 
who look like jnmks. and talk like the pope, call themselves ' Sum* to Edg era". 
More smd more of the American youth cojifei* to Ellis radical lifestyle move 
meat Because iTs produced by animals, tirev don't even cul honey. And 
■ibesut se* ■ they ’ re waiiiit % with it until marriage "Straight Edgers’’ draw crosses 
on she backs of their hands w^jt Ant -Drug shins and baggy piints as well, " 

And 3 was instant Ly relieved lo know I've never glued l be sXe- Label to my 
forehead. Of course, I'm aware that this article only reflects the distorted 
view of old folks on Generation X- this new trend. And keep in mind that 
this is from a newspaper, not real lift! Thai's why I even welcome the 
m isi nierpreiiitioni of the s Xc in ii On ly thing that clouds thi s i Repression i s 
the fact that this curious "new trend" certainly only saw the light of the 
mainstream because those feeble- minded champions of justice on the radi- 
cal wing managed to hype their linage well. So I just wonder if anyone has 
a common de ftni li on of sXe al h and . . .you know 1 ' m on! y i n i t for the music 
(and believe it m not, the music isn't that interesting Ehese days? and I just 
doubt that all those X-niarkcd kids know what they do. 

Lucky me, I don't match this description of this L, ncw,,., radical lifestyle 
movemenr in important points.. ITs odd over here if you don't smoke nor 
drink you're not considered "noimar. So you're like sXe„ then you must 
he Christian as well!, nrenT you?"- "Sure, hall Satan C Yes, I'm glad to i>ay 
[ protest against protests against animal testing, because 1 believe that con- 
trary to all I Lie “animal li heritor Y p propaganda, certain important results 
have been found through animal abuse (e.g. cancer and AIDS research and 
organ transplantation techniques}. Note that i didn't advocate obviously 
pointless tests like the cosmetic industry 1 Y And you can’t ban all the testings 
because some "scientists’’ have a profound Lack of scruples t what's YOUR 
price?). And if you are really seriously against vivisecliunists, no! just 
because it’s hip, you should know, dial fat l«ast over here) ALL physicians 
need lo Bisect animals during their studies and for all prescribed medicine 
animal tests are mandatory. The nest sXs accessoir according to the article 
would be tattoos and piercings. To cut that one short; l don't think that for 
skin makes a good advertisement spate for your poor identity. 

Let's get to sweeter stuff: if you really think thm the honey youhyy at 
the mall was actually produced by bees, then you shouldn't be allowed to 
eat ii anymore anyway because of your naivity. Everyone knows that ihey 
adulterate ii and add some artificial flavoring afterwards for genuineness. 
And by the way. which embryo could be killed if you eat an egg that hasn't 



been inseminated? 

Ahh,,.. here we go again... youth i v-ue no l: SEX! Granted h it's wrong 
to li nk sXe to vegani sm { ask Choke - o t rcli gi on (be i t ihc Roman Cai hn lie I 
or some other crutch}. And about what the pope deserves, ask Tosco Vce» * 
but since the whole sfejt-marriagc lhin£ stems from religious beliefs, lei me j 
deliver this punch: sex needs responsibility to avoid gening children or ; 
infecting yoursel f n which ore 

both irresponsible, Is it re- ^ 

sponsible to chain someone g j e reden wie 

to yotir side a.s an excuse ? 

All in all, 1 must say, Vm der Papst 

amused by the article, give 
the kids what they're looking 

for: a radical outfit, role- NEV. YORK (dpa) Sie hfiren 
models and stereotypes thiiE H_*_rd Cort Mysik. aber sic trin- 

allow them to get rid of jM •’ und rauch-en. ruchi. Sit pro' 
the suan ihMc young folks TWrversuche, 

have so much of wilhoul re- . wJber *" 

nJly posing a real ihreai^v^ p , ,, neUen HeEl^er.. die wk 

see they get ana wire mt ih-v. : - . ^ gu&uihcn und wie der 

smwm, Unit! then we’ll seS! ; ,. T . red*! Her.r.erc sich 

!h,em shilty music without ■ I '- ■ Edi-. rs ' 

lyrics ri^M ftffTtt the page' . • 1 r fr.ri, arsierikatitsche 

our flossy, roll colored m«r * : ■ t»i* r.rr.f sk'li zu 

chandising c&taloeiio - t jciistiJvp I.iiftij i^Bswe- 

Socmi like till *Xe is ebout - -“••• es dn Ticrprodukt 

. 1 sje rtt^ht einmal 

T ^!u i I , H .i Unri mit dc-n- Sex war- 

To eaA h J s ' h * re * a tOTr ' c ’ ■ ■ zu: Ehe .^waght Ed- 

sioncs I found inWrcSIiiif :r . . ... Kr- jze'auf die 

E.C.- One guy y : - Ltkc - . und uuk-b auCer- J 

Munich show kepi insult-,- ■; . ■■ • -,i-Drcp — . Shirt!, und 

Karl and spitting at him T'- s - ■ - ihc^-ri 

nally, because Karl didn't re- . — J 

act, shis guy jumped Kar! ind ; ' ‘ - ip by the rest of the audience. Pro ' 
EX’, guys told me that one - '*r g_y a P.C type. E say he’s courageous. 

Chaos Days h somebody w - - ^ ^ :• - Hannover on ihc Chtws Days week- 
end in August reported tfi^l ; 1 -• _ . - " ■■ c been worth it if no stones were 

thrown. One concert be ailcrsr anend was cancel led because drunk punks 
shrew bottles at the stage 1 ai er ■ ?nirt^ people dug out cobblostOftcs 
and bnok^ every window m j. “yi-dsng As there were m more , 

windows to be broken, [hey .: ^ . _r ihat w as parkt^l nearby, Suddenly 

a punk came running toihjL'-iir -y ■ -:r ro exlinguish the flanks. People 1 

hauled him away because the;-. :i: might explode. He cried a loE 1 

about his car. 

Chaos Days 2: Another gy- ..-•■u: his stay at said weekend- ! 

incarcerated with 200 punk- in « Gym -.dice ihey, don's tall that death 

eamp, 'cause we have a democrat ‘\b 'be weekend neared its end, names 
were called for those v.ho wl-tc .= .iw e So . ■= sorts of funny names 
like "Helmut Kotor, "Helg Schneider' l-: tse one’> our fat chancellor's 
name, second the name «?' □ cmk-^uz are called and pimks get up and 

walk out. Tt's eEcvct not 10 take your I D with ;^>u if you attend happenings 
where the pigs don't find the bra to zei ynut :-jJ name. 

Chajos: one or Ewo weeks after Hannover , rbj press hushed up the fright- : ; 
eningiumiir tbai another Chaos Days was going :o take place in Oldenburg, a 
smaller city in the west of Germ m > The government was shocked and seni 
out 1300 riot squad cops to prevem a likewise disaster as in l-Un never. 70 | 
punks were arrested straight al ihe train, stjiion. the remaining 40 said they I 
couldn't understand what all the fuss was about beacusc they kept doing this 
small party for over Len years now and nothing ever happened that required j 
police action See you. 

Stammbadf 74\1R Rnsertgamn, Rieden Germany 



Sie reden wie 
der Papst 

NEV, YORK (dpa) Sie horeti 
H L r c Core- M-jsik, a her sic trin- 
r> r. und rauchen nic-ht. Sre pro- 
tv T:ort-: gefpr, TuTverbiuche. 

ab^r selber am g^inzon 
L*--r. latowitn Urtri gepierct. 
IT rtruen Hejliger:. die v-'k 1 
atissehcn und wie dor 
rodr nennen sich 
. Straight Ed^-t-rs". 

1: ■ , : . ■ r t me lv ;■ a * u er: ka nisch e 
: - EL-ht Rich zu 

: ■ i a ci : k :ti ■_ n I-ti e b I y ie- Bfwe- 

£~ng Weri er. oin Tierpradukl 
ist essen sie noth fllchl einma! 
K ■ .i" I'nri mit dem Sex vvar^ 
t- - h:< ztir Ehe lr Straight Ed- 

t 1 -. ■ nvul-'r. sk 3 Krvjzeauf dk* 

>s a: d: [ifkuxj und traf?n auCer- 
c •- AnE-Drcf t n -Shim und 

iiij bbfrrhcseh. 




Notes of a 



Grumpy Old Man 

fry Todd Fo rk infyx- Stprbv eath c r 

Brim —I'm writing this article with an I V lube in my arm, $d please forgive me 
if it's hard It) read. 

Well, here goes: The second inscal Iment in my "'old school hardcore’’ ar- 
trele was supposed to be aboui the years k S2-'fi5. Since writing the fast article, 
which was boring and not ejiacily whin was oti my mind. I've had a change of 
heart Those years, the Salad Days of hardcore, arc far too personal and mean far 
loo much 10 me to share with you You see, part of what made Hurt rune so 
spiral was the fact that you weren't there, That's right— ycHU phonics, fakes, 
and high #io*1 popukrily coniesl winners have taken what I've held closest to 
my heart for the last fifteen years and made it cheap and meaningless, I hate 
what you've done to my music ] base everything you stand for — -your rules, 
regulations., cheesy Les Paul? and Marshall slacks thirt mom and dud bought 
you, your (houghs less. heartless lyrics. You've poise tied me, 

Now. don't be so quick to say "tuck yeah, he's right;' because you're prob- 
ably one of the dicks I'm talking about, The bands you worship suck, they chose 
to be Career Musicians over being down for life You cart keep the late ' fiQ's and 
the ‘90 s. when your kind crept m like a virus. You can have Youth of Today, 
Bold, the Gorilla Biscuits, and the pathetic West Coast flunkies Chain of Strength 
and Insred, You tan have the Victory and New Age catalogues and bullshit punks 
like Moui-hpenis, and you can keep your pathetic, bored middle class politics! 
correctness; but you can never have what I bad You'll never understand the 
heartbreaking beauty of Articles of Faith's ‘In This Life/ never know wh at it's 
lake to come borne after having been beaten down by a gang for being a punk 
and listening s* the Free re’s 'Broken Bones' to heal your wounds, and you'll 
never have the memories l have when I hear Minor Threat pLay "Look Back and 
Laugh/ The F.U/s* Kites of Spring. Antidote, Negative Approach. ConflicE, the 
Amubix,,, they 'll always be mine and nothing will ever change Ehai. Hardcore m 
ihe H 90's? You can't shine shis. And one last thing— if you're hardcore, then fuck 
you, I'm metal. 

Editor's Note: TockfMs recently been kicked oat of Starkweather for 
expressing the kind of controversial views printed here, so do not hold 
his former band responsible for his opinions . 

Releasing Your 
Own Records 

Part Two 

fry Josh Baker 

You've finished your recording and you are ready to make the rest of the 
album. This column wo will be discussing ihe artwork and talk about pressing 
plants. 

Why ts the artwork so important? The artwork is (he first thing someone 
iiees when they see your album m the store. Do you want to make good impres- 
sion or a bad impression 7 Tins could be the deciding factor between someone 
passing over your alburn to took at ihe new Victory album or giving it a closer 
look, 



The first step in picking artwork is deciding what you arc going for. Do 
you want a live band shot, a concept idea, post the band name, a* abstract picture 
among other ideas, if you can. try id pick out some ideas white you're in the 
recording phase or before to give you plenty of time. Nest you shouEd pick a 
band logo that you will use on everything, type up the song names, thanks lisis. 
lyrics or whatever else Is going io go into your album. I recomend going ia the 
local college and put up riytrs for a graphic design student who may interested 
in doing your graphic design work for free and all the work costs you nothing 
(give them credit on the album please] . try to give them a cut and paste version 
of she album so (hey know what look you are going for. 

When they have finished designing the album and it's on computer discs, 
have them give you a laser copy of what it will look like, you'll need to give ihis 
to the printed as a reference. Call around to printer* end get estimates on the 
covers. Some pressing plants evert do covers which is usually cheaper because 
they mass produce covers. But if you can find a reasonable local pnnter it may 
start a friendship which may lead to discounts or even freebies in ihe i inure and 
you can work up close wilh. -rejects. Seven inch covers should cosi S200 to 
$400 per 1 DDl* covers and CD booklets vary on the iengah and color sepe rations 
Sul he covers are being made and it's time to send the DAT artel track .sheet out 
io i pressing plant. By ibis time you should have called around and have recieved 
catalogs on different price* and found the best deal for your project. Most plants 
require 5Cf% down and 50% upon completion of Hie project before you recei ve 
your recondsCD’s they will $e^d you reference TV CD's on your project so you 
can hear it before mass production in case of any error*. CD’s should lake 3-4 
weeks and Ts 2-3 wks before they are finished. The catalogs from (he plums are 
very self explanatory sot here shouldn’t be any questions once you get them, hut 
the people at these plants arc very helpful if you need any help. 

Some common I v used plants are: 

Erica 3 1 0- 904*270 1 * United 615- 259-93% 

Fleetwood FSflCMSB-TAPE - Bill Smith 3 ! 0-322-6386 

To Hell With 
The Homeless 

fry Adel 156 

There’s a 7 - 11 and McDonalds m every corner, all of them have signs 
shat say. “Help wanted". So tell me then.. .why are (here so many homeless 
people? In Miami, as I'm sure in your town a* well., it's getting damn near 
impossible to rake three steps out of my home without seeing one of these 
vagrants with (heir "Will work for food signs". 

"Hey man, you know Fm down on my luck and if you could spare a 
buck." A buck!? It used to be a quarter you all were asking for. now it's up to 
a buck. You're so nice to me, only because you want something from me. 
You're scum, a loser, complete waste of human genes, dean nir and public 
space. 

There are now 6.2 billion people on this ball of dirt, and no matter how 
many limes Tve said that 99 9t- of humanity should he wiped out, I will jrjve 
them enough credit to say that 99% can with the smallest bit of intelligence 
pass entrance exam, gei a job at Burger Ktng r or join the army if they 
really tried. But what about (he homeless? ft tbatVlrm- why are they where 
they're art 

I'll tell you why* because they’re useless. Rustical. Know-nothings. 
Constant drains on (he resources of humanity and all their booty. The only 
thing ihey are good for is coming up with new slogans for their signs that 
say they want your green without making it obvious Hurt they are nothing 
but parasites. 

As much as I hate she government, don't you dare Maine it on them, f 
hale the homeless almost as much as the government, bus E put blame where 



LET’S BEAT UP 
THE POOR! 



blame is due. I understand. it's convenient to blame a diSEAni symbol. 
Humans hate \o ad mil that there is no such thing as fate. That we are 
responsible for whal happens to us. That we ourselves shape our own 
lives. The most the govern mem did to these people was step back and 
let them survive in this worid on their own intelligence. They failed 
miserably, and now they want hand-outs. If you cannot team how to 
survive in this world, something very interesting happens... you drop 
dead' i usi as the lion, the wolf, the grasshopper, the titmouse, the homy 
toad, the yellow bellied sap suckers have been doing since nature had 
the interest Eu creme these creatures. Natures way of lei ting the heaLihy 
go on, while ihe dirty | ice-covered, coughing-in-your-face seutn wilt 
away. 

Everyone wants to blame the politicians, but do they ever ask them- 
selves where is that wretched persons family. Don't they have any 
friends? Could it he that that's where is all started from in the first 
place. They refused lo work, go lo school, learn a trade instead of loung- 
ing around at home listening to Grand Master Mellc Mel records till 
Mom c&mc home when they could ask for a couple of bucks to go get 
lacos or pot. Could jt be that their families and friends wised up and 
dumped a loser when i hey recognized a loser, Ane they not found be- 
cause this, strccl trash has already alienated them with his (or hen in- 
fantile dependency? Maybe they had their chances and blew lliem all, 
If you feel so sorry for these people, rhtn by all means, go pick them 
up and take ihem home. Make your one bedroom apartment that you 
work your ass off for into ;i shelter for these lazy miscreants.. You feel 
compassion up to the point when you have to act upon it, ibc-n you 
back down. You want everyone to do something about I he homeless, 
but as long as you don't have to touch them... or smell them, Well, I'll 
do something about she homeless. 1 suggest labor camps! Target prac- 
tice for our armies ! Hell r the possibilities ate endless. 

There arc two final points to make. First being that there ate a 
small handful of homeless struggling to make a lift? for themselves 
other than sbopli fling bottles of Cisco and ML> 20/2(1. Tlicre are 4 
couple of street walkers that due 10 some unfortunate disaster in their 
life they were forced to live out in the cold. These are the ones who ask 
for help, nm ask for cash. Who rather fill out applications, not fit! out 
cardboard signs, These arc the people who are not lazy, just unlucky 
They are survivors and if helped properly they will get back on their 
feet. Secondly, don't point fingers at ntc and scream that I'm an in sen- 
sitive while boy with a cushy job and enough money ti> waste my time 
writing hateful articles. Truth be. I’m an Cx -street person myself. Six 
months of eating from your garbage cans, asking for food money and 
nm ft penny of il went to a 40 oz. hoi tie of malt liquor. I got a job. a rat 
hole of an apart merit and worked my way back up to a spot I would foe 
moss happy with. Now I live in a house with a beautiful woman and 
two kids, my job is the mack, and ! kill time by writing truthful ar- 
ticles. So if anything, that gives me the right to talk with experience. 
From whar Tve ^een and what I've fell H my words are iruth. Heed my 
words or feel the wraih the future has in store! Add 156 PC Box 
820407, South Floria FL 330^0407 

EDITOR'S NOTE As uncomfortable M$Adet f $ commentary may 
make u$in the face of our instinctive compassion and chanty, there is 
more than a Httte truth to hf$ perspective.,, especially regarding the 
unvdlffngnasS most people have to help the homeless in more than 
superficial ways. A little pocket change, at best, maintains a home- 
less person in a lifestyle that they presumably do not enjoy. Even free 
food and lodging cannot provide a man or woman with a sense of 
accomplishment or seif -value, tn my experience, I've noticed that 
people often fare better when they are pitted alone against a difficult 
challenge Shan when they are aided by others , So t with tongue only 
partly in cheek, I offer this ancient anecdote by Charles Baudelaire 
as a supplement to Adel's column: 



by Chari ex BmdtMine i f82f*l8iSTh tnmdafed by Arthur Symqns 

I had provided myself with the. popular hooks of the day (M 3 was six- 
teen or seventeen years ago), and lor two weeks 1 had never left my room. 1 
am speaking now of those books that treat of the an of making nations happy, 
wise and rich in twenty four hours. 1 Icid therefore digested-" swallowed, 3 
should say — all the lucubrations of society ■ -those who advise the poor to 
become slaves, and those who persuade them that they are all dethroned kings 
So it is not astonishing iF I was in a state of mind bordering on stupidity or 
madness. Only it seemed to me chm deep in my mind. I was conscious of an 
obscure germ of an idea, superior to all the old wives" formulas whose dictio- 
nary 1 had just been perusing Bur ii was only the idea of an idea, something 
infinitely vague. And l went out with it great thirst, for a passionate taste feu 
bad books engenders a proportionate desire for open air and for refresh rot hit. 
As I was about to enter a laverr., ;i beggar held out his hat to me and 
gave me one of those unforgettable glances- which might overturn thrones if 
spirit could move matter, and ir the eye.*, of mesmerists could ripen grapes. At 
the same time 1 heard a voice whispering in my ear. a voice I recognized: IE 
was that of 4i good Angel, or of a good Demon, who is always following me 
about. Since Socrates had bis good Demon., why should I not have my gosid 
Angel, and why should [ not have the honor, like Socrates, of obtaining my 
certificate of folly, signed by the subtle Lelut and by ibe .sage fkulkuger. 
There is this difference between Socrates 1 Demon and mine: his did not ap- 
pear except to defend, wiim or hinder him, whereas mine deigns to counsel, 
suggest, or persuade. Poor Secraits Irad only n prohibitive Demon; mine is q 
great mister of affirmations, mine is a Demon of action, a Demon of combat. 
And hi.s voice was now whispering eo me: u Hc atone is the equal of anoiher 
who proves it. And he alone is worthy of liberty who knows how to obtain il," 
Immediately. T sprang at the beggar. With a single blow of my fist. I 
closed one of his eyes, which became, in a second, as big as a ball. In break- 
ing two of his teeth I split a nail; but being of delicate constitution from birtii 
and nOE used to boxing, I didn't feel strong enough lb knock (he old man 
senseless,: m> I seized ihe collar of his coat with one hand, grasped- his throai 
with the orher, and began vigorously lobeat his head against a wall. 1 must 
vontess that I had first glanced around carefully, and had made certain that in 
this lonely suburb [ should find myself, for a shon while, at least, out 0 “ 
immediate danger from the police. 

Next, having knocked down ibis feeble man of sixty with a kick in the 
back sufficiently vicious 10 have broken his shoulder blades. 1 picked up a 
big branch of tree which lay on llhe ground, . r md beat him with the persistent 
energy of a cook pounding a lough steak. 

All of a sudden — O miracle! O happiness of the philosopher proving 
the excellence of his theory!—! saw tins ancient carcass turn, &taud up with 
an energy 1 should never have suspected in a madurae so hudly out rsf order, 
and with a glance of hatred which seemed lo me of good omen, the decrepk 
ruffian! hurled himself upon ntc, blackened bolh my eyes, broke four of my 
tcclh. and wiEh the same tree -branch, heai me eo j pulp Thus by an energetic 
treatment. 1 had restored to him his pride and his life 

Then I motioned to him lo moke him understand that I considered ihe 
discussion ended, and gclEing up. I said lo him. with ail ihe faction of a 
Sophist of die Pordr “Sir you are my equal" Wilt you do me the honor of 
sharing my purse, and will you remember, if you are really philanthropic, 
that you must apply td ail the members of your profeisiun. when they seels 
-ilms from you. the theory it has been my misfortune to practice on vout 
bhckr 

He swore lo me tii-ii he had underload my theory, and that he wouEd 
carry out my advice. 
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Too Much Authorit y 

cop attitude went to your head, pot luck rookie* wind up dead 
Badge and gun, make you a god-lose the C § O just do your job 

TOO much authority-can t control me 

-bullet make you see 
-just let me be 



On The Cuff 



Life is a game of survival 

I’ll take from you to feed me 
-Motivated to do n o thing - 

Accepting the easy way out... My easy way to exist 
You don't feel my pain -No worry about my destiny- 

leading a life of deceit,,. Even taking from my own... blood 



L-. 



every week check to check 

No pleasures in my life 



gotta steal necessities 

On the cuff 
I gotta do what I gotta do 



(MX. 




We are only as strong as 
the weakest link in this 
chain and I’ve been 
drained for so long by 
your complacency. 

What do I need to do to 
make you see that when 
we sit day by day we 
just play right into their 
hands? Guilty of silence 
in a culture of violence, 
acknowledging lies by 
closing our eyes. Slaves 
to a system which makes 
us feel we don't belong, 
how can you tell me I’m 
wrong? Broken on the 
wheel, or is that just 
what I’m expected to 
feel? Victims in the 
game, yet the blame falls 
on us for not using our 
voice when I know we 
have a choice* you’ll 
never tell me I'm wrong. 
I won’t turn away. I will 
never turn away.” 

-There are those who 
refuse to believe that 
they can make a change. 
There are those who 
choose not to care . 

There are those who 
choose to mock others 
for making an effort. 
There are those who 
have decided that rather 
than thinking for 
themselves, that it is 
easier to simply he swept 
along by the current 

On This Recording: 
Chad* drums. 

Timm- guitar. 

Derek- bass. 

Greg* vocals. 

Brian- guitar. 

Trial 7" on Crimethlnc. 
in 1996 



abt/ss 

~il s buildinp up out sttc 

com pact lap all at once 

pressure to succeed 

n light fust kill me 

-comtnp from nil directions 

tithes it's toll 

tiphteninp it s ([rip 

around mu throat 

~$escendin$ down makes me think 

Wh^f emit i o\ 7 cr come 

the Walls built up around 

the structure inside me 

- it's to much to handle 

i think i mi(\ht burst 




quarantine 

picked^ sum 
hit— dent 
spoke-briitn 

picked- rob 

4-vi.viy t' 

T also tt\\dLMc 

contact us: 
jco.box 

sou h'ctfo.rti 9215$ 



LIGHT iS UNLeASHeD, LeT IT BURN THe FLeSB OF THOSe WHO 
DiSBeLieVe HeAR THe THUNDeE ROLL, See THe MOUNTAINS FALL, 
WAIT FOR JUDGeMeNT TO FALL ON YOU MeRCY DiSSiPATeS, ANGeR 
OVeRTAKeS THe LIGHT SURROUNDS, IT SATURATeS THe DARKNeSS 
THAT YOU BLeeD YOU CANNOT PACiFY THe PURIFYING SAFieNT ONe 
i ASCeND ABOVe YOUR ReMAiNS, LIGHT UNLeASHeD YOU DeSCeND 
UNeARTHLY PLAINS, LIGHT UNLeASHeD SeeTHiNG ANGeR FILLS HiS 
VeiNS, LIGHT UNLeASHeD i ReVeL iN YOUR PAiN, LIGHT UNLeASHeD 
LIGHT iS UNLeASHeD, Let it SCORCH A PATH TO THe SPIRITUALLY 
DiViNe NOW i THReAD THe FUMeLLeD BONeS, THAT Lie DORMANT 
BLeACHeD BY THe LIGHT MeRCY DiSSiPATeS, ANGeR OVeRTAKeS THeY 
ONCe WeRe YOU, ALL YOU STOOD FOR, ALL YOU LeT YOURSeLF Be, 
NOW THeY FADe, i LIFT, SOVeReiGN IS THe LIGHT i ASCeND ABOVe 
YOUR ReMAiNS, LIGHT UNLeASHeD SeeTHiNG ANGeR FILLS HiS 
VeiNS, LIGHT UNLeASHeD i ReVeL iN YOUR PAIN, LiGHT UNLeASHeD 



SeND $1 U.S.A., WORLD 
XXX 666 STRAIGHT eDths XXX 
99 ReSeRVOiR HD 
WeSTHAMPTON MA 01027 
POE A CATALOG OF MeSCHANDlSe 



THIS SONG OOoS OUT TO nsVeRYONe WHO HAS DeGRADeD RsLi&iON, HO HATTeR ITS F HOW. 
HeLiGiON {OR LACK OF ReLiGiON) IB A PoRSORAL CHOICE AND SIGHT. 

NO ONe FeRSON HAS THe FOWeH TO JUDQe WHAT THe ONe TRUe EeLiGlOK 
MAY Be AND TEeRePOHe SHOULD NOT GO AROUND De&RADING ANOTBeR 
PERSONS INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. THIS DISPLAYS ARRO&ANCe AND iGNORANCe. 
ALTHOUGH THIS SONG IS FROM MY OWN ReLlGiOUS PeRSFeCTiYE* IT IS NOT DiReCTeE 
TOWARD SOCleTT AS A WHOLe. THIS SONG iS A HePLeCTiON ON ANGeR AND AS i SAID 
BeFORe,. GOeS OUT TO ALL THOSe WHO ARe TOO CLOSe MINDeD TO ReSFeCT ANOTHeR 
PoRSONS iNDiViDUAL CBOlCe AND SAVe DeeMeD THeMSeLeVeS GOD. 



AFTeRSHOCK 

ADAM-GQiTAR & VOCALS J0N-GU1TAR 
MARE-8ASS BRiC-DRUMS TOBUS-VOCALS 




SPIRIT 



This Time 

What purpose did it serve 
What purpose did it serve 
I just can't fucking understand you 
What purpose did it serve 
What purpose did it serve 
Wasted time playing your childish games 
What purpose did it serve 
What purpose did it serve 
Sick and tired of all your lies 
What purpose did it serve 
What purpose did it serve 
I expected so much more 







Mark-Bass Bill-Guitar Paul-Drurrts Jim-Microphone 

What I thought meant so much 
Now t realize it meant nothing at all 
You were able to ignore it like it never happen 
[ expected so much more from you 
Everything you said was nothing but lies 
Nothing but lies and empty promises 
1 ^—'1 believe the things you said 

ere able to lie right to my face 



Too caught up in empty promises 
Everything you said seemed so sincere 
I don't know what to believe anymore 
Sony's not good enough this time 



all 

Extra special thanks to Inside 
and Standpoint 



have supppoited us and 
jerry, Mike D. {in your face). 



"Sure T reviewed it, 1 didnT say I listened lo it. M 
— Dwid of Blood book in an unguarded moment 




Reviews are perhaps (he most common component in today's hardcore 
'zincs; I get (he impression char some editors view (hem as a necessary- c om- 
ponent— 01 : should ] say a necessary evil ? For there are so many review 
sections these days, and so few actually useful ones, that it's hard to figure 
out exactly what their purpose is anymore. Tn theory, reviews serve an im- 
porrant purpose; to let readers know about oiher magazines, records, etc., 
how so obtain item, and what they should expect (based on (heir knowledge 
of she reviewer’s tastes) A lol of smaller magazines tend to fail in accom- 
plishing ibe first two ends by neither reviewing many releases nor giving 
addresses for those they do describe,., and of course we’ve all seen a few 

I Ernes that gave cveryrhing a positive review — a positively useless review, 
since most of us don't have the finances to huy everytiling somebody feels 
kind enough to endorse, especially when, (hey don't even tetl us exactly why 
they endorse it. 

The larger magazines are no better. Apparently, overwhelmed with sq 
much material, they are forced to unload review ing duties on people who 
just don't want to do it. I offer as an example a review that appeared in Max 
R & R #140; 

RYXMR'S* "Brother Against Brother" CD 

NYC style hardware from Germany jj laugh guy mark a core, what etee 
can l say? 

For starters, he could have laid which NYC hands the music reminded 
him of. what it was (hat made them seem "macho," whether it seemed real 
Or fake and why, or perhaps even intelligently discussed whether or not their 
stance seemed valid.., tel atone tell us more about the actual music, record- 
ing, and packaging. But at least in this case we learn some thing about (he 
release; we're not so lucky in Ptink Planet #9: 

"You V Gat a Friend in Pennsylvania* 1 7" compilation 

II y pretty much a rule that hardcore earn pi in ft ftps such shit. Really, I mean, 
other than Rebuilding " and "Forever" what hardcore compifatkm /"shave 
ever been any goad? OK. maybe there sheen one or mv? but they are VERY 
RARE. So. that said this compilation has tracks hy Option. Deckant Out- 



come, and Brother's Keeper Yeah 

This jaded piece of shit should never have wasted our time and his wilh 
this drivel. He told us nothing about the music, why he didn't like it. what 
the music or packaging were like, or anything else- -all he did was drop 
couple names (ogee credibility or something. He should be fucking publicully 
humiliated for doing punk and hardcore such a disservice as a review like 
this, a review dial encourages others to (hink lhat a review need be nothing 
more than (his... not to mention he has denied the readers of Punk Planet any 
knowledge m all of the bands or the music. The publishers of p.p. are them- 
selves responsible for apparently believing that this was a useful review and 
wasting our patience and their paper with it, 

So what is 10 be done? In the case of smaller mAgtormcs. that do not 
reach much of an audience outside the circulation of the bigger magazines 
like MRR and PP, their editors need not fed as if reviews are an eSHcntiul 
pan of a ’zinc. There are plenty of oi her equally useful and interesting sub- 
jects dial could be addressed in that space than other people's wojk. if die 
edilor does not expect (bat his or her reviews will offer something ihal the 
larger magazines do not. In (he ease of the larger magazines, which x-ve nil 
depend on for reviews, they must llrsi weed out the kind of shit I've given 
examples of. If you are going lo publish reviews, publish useful reviews: 
review's lhal describe the music in unrig of specific musical approach and 
emotional impact, in terms of recording quality and influences.., reviews 
thal make interesting reading; and leave the reader feeling more knnwledgable. 
The same goes for ‘zinc reviews, for Any kind of review. 

This is not an obscure problem; I've heard people from many different 
circles complaining about it for quite a while now I don't mean to give the 
impression lhal we feel we have ihc best reviews here \u Inside Front; de 
spile our hard work, nothing could he farther from l he truth Hue I fed that af 
we all work hard to actually produce useful, high quality review-,, evcniu- 
aity some of us will succeed, and we wilt alt be the better for it. We in 
hardcore should never settle for mere mediocrity: there’s more ah m enough 
of that in the mainstream world. 




ABHfNANDA ‘‘Nevorendfng Well of Blfss" CDEP 

Abhi fuck's last release was one of (he besi straightedge hardcore full lengths 
since Youth of Today, so they had a lot to live up to with this EP ft's still 
clearly the same band, hut 1 get ihc impression somehow that this release 
was listed, the second ■rOng is: hkc their older work, speedy impassioned 
hardcore with just enough mm\ in it to up the ini entity, and iTs even tighter 
and more complex than before. But the first s*>rig And, in places, (he third 
and fourth songs, ure too heavy metal for this band, The bluesy solos and 
Slayer-influenced guitar squeals sound oul of place and weak in the con- 
text of their old-fashion cd hardcore guitar sound and song writing. Jose's 
(fairly high- pitched , but strong) yell mg voice is still inspiring in it's plead- 
ing sincerely and conviction., and the lyrics are yet more poetic in ihetr 
condemnation of superficiality arid suffering. My theory is (hat they didn't 
take unough.lime with these sorigs to integrate the metal parts well enough, 
and that they'll continue to be a good band in (he future. This record is 
worth it fbir the second song alone: it's a classic, allernasing between fast 
parts (hat gd my pulse up over it's tealthy limit and fast dance choruses, 
with one of (he best haunting feedback parts ever. Before 1 forget. I think 



the photo of acute kid on the cover is pretty silly, but 1 guess thafs what 
these guys think is cool. 

Desperate Fight, Kemigrand 1 . 907 31 Umea. Sweden 

ACT OF FAITH "Gain" CD 

Everything from A Mania hits always been old-fashioned in the styte of Seven 
Seconds, but with this release AGF break from the mold and take that sound 
in m entirely new evolutionary direction. It sounds something like what 
Seven Seconds might be now if they had remained a hardcore hand the 
music is split between melodic pans that are catchy And pretty without 
being too gentle, and old-fashioned 19k 7 style fast riffs a lilt In like the 
ones on Che first Gorilla Bis, mitt 7", The guitars and drums even stop some- 
times to lei the bass bring in she next pan, — sound familiar? The singer also 
sounds something like Civ from the first GB 7 ,fc . very energetic and a little 
gruff and hoarse, only his voice doesn’t break like a fucking sissy's (criti- 
cism of Civ is very much intentional f l ). At places, however, he does sing 
pretty high, which doesn't do much forme; his voice (here resembles the 
singer of Ignite on the new Ignite CD. The lyrics sire intelligent, and seem 
very real in their discussion of topics such as growing older and struggling 





Hii disillusion md Trying to make right choice in the midst of confu^ 
sson My nveavil impression is: when 1 firs! put it in. it didn't seem too 
memorable. hm now I ihink It's a pretty solid record in it's genre, though 
m i. an LnstiUit classic. They do get credit for using a .sample from The Out- 
siders. StiiildfuSl, P O, fti*\ W. Lfbuns, GA J0226 
AUTUMM LEAF DANCE “Learn What SS Taught" CD 
Do you like lo listen to “hardcore" bands with soothing female vocals like 
Ashes and Standpoint, but gel frustrated when these bands stan playing 
music l hat sotinth more aggressive than your average alternative rod* and 
hj] I ' 1 Then A ID in ihe band you've been waiting for: silly pretty pictures aJl 
over :Iil- packaging Hunt- wheat, fancy computer color designs, photos of 
the Kind members reflecting on which coffee house to intend that night i, 
yum I ^ c running over semi -acoustic music 1 ha i Has rhythm but no bile, lyr- 
ics about sidled romance and being angst- ridden, and lots of pretty mdo- 
s;'s in she '-.nng.'- Lei it be known. that your humbJe reviewer listens tu non- 
= at dc-; : r l ! ! u s : l Irom time to Eime; but this record, is simply out of place in a 
1 1 1 nil lIj . whose standard of good music is somewhere between Minor Threat 
.mil Shyer. When the revolution finally comes, not only will this band not 
be in i lu- IronE lines, they will be hiding under their sHk-sbeeted beds., and 
v. ir/i LTL-Lr r ..i SOU. too . Cti-'iqucr fhc Witrld, P 0, 4Q2&2 r Red ford, MI 4M Jif 

BLINDFOLD "World of Foots" 7" 

r h i s r.-. .mi si ia its uj f with a high guitar melody, then launches into a full- 
wii ' WU aggressive chunky toudeure assault— but wait, the singer's voice 

1 1 ii singing edge 10 ii than a screaming edge: if he had Sing just 

\ -ii k -i, i '.'■■on'd have been realty powerful (l can imagine she sinscci 
a i«: -imikuig along with this! j but because of his vurtls it stops short. 

Tin- song $ * :■!■-■ ?■ ur m include a more melodic part that only justifies my 
jts I has ihn. band would not cross she line Into real intensity. The song on 
■ i liber '■.ill i- is similar, only the music isn't quite as powerful either. The 
m :i r. ■ fairly Misirac! ami seem to lie complaining in a predictable way 
-Lb« ■ :ji vu* yr._rL.lv luehnalocical society. Maybe you’d like Ibis if you think 
you’d like io hem someone ringing along in a rocknroll/sliightly whins 
ou . to (srmy hardcore that makes occa-siunul use of melody. Not even - 
me b ns i -.I ■ brick . but I rust don't think it works here. Too bad. because it’s 
i gO .! label MiirlufuitTtm,. Jcrntth RO. Jh'i 90, 8500 K&rtrijk, Belgium 
BURNING DEFEAT "Singling Out the Alms" 7 r 

■ hhi \ ! w;u misled by \i fairly straightforward beginning, (belt’s a lot 

' i - ■ ■ melodic hardcore on this record that comet off a little hit 
geiule bun. oi inter und Similar bunds come to mind as comparisons. The 
K-i-ii s deal i ■( iivincinr! y with the subjects of seeking lo achieve and she 
plague ■ ■ > i-iKiiincnfiui. lbc linger altemaics speaking (with a singing edge i 
.uni huu ting. Emddi e , what be docs well, which is important, butihe prob- 
lem with i his i:cnrc of hardcore is (hat while it can be done well iTs almost 
impossible lo do memorably enough that it is exciting The beginnings of 
huh sides arc exciting (because of a sudden transition from melody lo 
powerful hardcore in Eire first ease, and a powerful drum mix in the second 
v. ei hut i n both iji^e-: alter the slow steady- Eempo melodies have gone on 
;>• i . wiulv. me momentum fades. My suggestion to this band would be 
sh.u they include some major tempo and energy changes in their music so 
Eh:n ■ i would hold peopled attention better They have the potential they 
need !o work with t >ne thing more (ha! I'd. like 10 mention is how im- 
pre - cd 1 am by European bands that speak English as well as I do„ consid- 
ering [Uni L c .in’s speak smy other language at alL-G*™, Giuiin Kept Ho, lfts 
FtsitappirK JJff Ittifv 

BY ALL MEANS "BlEndSlde 11 LP 

1 .: i: : i Ooya drawing, bringing to mind ihe '“Colossus" LP by an- 

■LOiT b urdu- ore hand Hie record Siam wiih a great sample of monks chant- 
ing lJu! l-u :r;cd a good atmosphere for the music. The Style is StrfctghtfQr- 

■ . 1 h;u J m- i in the great tin is I ion of. Well, bauds like Rorschach and ihd 
i:.ew ? h;i ; pu; i -in tliL- H Colossus rl Ip: fast, with open and chunky parts, tempo 
,;li.u i-v.-. u.-siolly re attained and rare metallic guitar noises, and choruses 



to inspire the crowd to shout along and pummel each other. The songs arc 
not short enough to be full-on audio attacks, bu! no! so long as (o he self- 
indulgent and boring. The bass guitar is mixed loo loud, which is loo bad* 
because a powerful heavy guitar sound would have really fie well with 
iheir sound. But still, they pull through, because of their singer This huge, 
tough looking guy (he has a tattoo on his fucking neck, (or ChrisE 1 ^ sake) 
has a powerful throaty deep voice [ha! has enough conviction in it to pull 
everything else together. I f ii wcren’i for the detemhk ■dnLcfety, he would 
sound like j use another dumb tough guy, in his fajrls monotone delivery, 
but lie pulls through OK. There does seem to be a weird reverb on his 
vocals. He sings iu Italian, which sounds much better than English here 
(once a friend visiting from Switzerland told me ihat punk, sounded weak 
&ung in English, but i never understood him until howl Thu lyrics and 
lifter notes are. also inspiring wntEcn in English and Italian, they not only 
rail against organized religion, racism, child and animal mistreatment, and 
other real concerns, (hey also say some important things with real clarity; 
“They can go on saying that we all have freedom of speech... bul how much 
can our ideas he worth, compared to TV, radio, and newspapers which 
reach even io the farthest cotta ^ Our freedom is a fucking swingle... we 
have learned (his through sq many years of injustices, during which we 
never received . . .two mi nules o E new.s But He ttinu ( j usi one of them ) on ly 
has to fan tu have a front page article.” "I w arn to teach you how to face 
yoyr life, but noone teaches you how to Ugh! the ghost of ^rdiiude and 
suffer for something- -you've got to :cnm it on your own skin “ ''There are 
people who keep alive their ideals with .concrete deeds: these people will 
live forever. There arc people who nnl> speak qf their ideaii...the&e people | 
will live only for a moment. There are people who have no ideals, these 
people have never lived " And, the record concludes with a sample from 
Carmena Burana. Gwn worrit, ttddn&s above 
CHELSEA'S GONE UNDER 4 *-* CD 

I don't know what kmd of awisid you get for having phonograph- style 
scratching sounds actually recorded ai the beginning of your CD, but this 
band gets il I gues^ it'.s part of ihe classical music sample that ihey im*- 
plicahly chose to begin this cd This is the next step in the progression of 
umo" away from anything plank or hefdcore: a crying, apparently miser- 
able titilc boy, a fairly talented pianist, a. guitarist who makes more random 
fifM.se [JiaEi anything else on his barely-distorted mslrumcnt. and the requi- 
Mte drummer and bassist have teamed up to delfver this twenty minute 
fora> into the W'Otld of random noise and blubbering. The last few minutes 
:ire a IjiLle more aggressive, with some ugly distortion and feedback from 
the guitars, and the vocals, too. Even (he lyrics seem abstract and entirely 
improved. Experimental, to be sure, which is a gtxtti thing, and with some 
hard work they ecu Id tu m out some work of rc a l i merest to weak find emu - j 
[tonally unstable adolescents, but ju&c tike Autumn Leaf Dance I have a 
hard time seeing whai chance ihss music has of changing anything in our 
fucked up world. By the way. it's packaged in p paper bag with u scrap of 
paper stapled to the front for a cover 
VVriie the band: 609 H&v<?tHvm& fUnviQttk, Mtehiftm. W' 

COALESCE OOr ODER 

Just what l needed after the last record: an emetic. Coalesce is an adrena- | 
line- charged onslaught of pure dislorled ugly noise, from iherr ugly dis- 
torted g Linars and ugly distorted nhrieking vocals to (heir mesmerizing! v j 
repetitive bans- lines md non tradition ally spastic drumming which arc re- [ 
lentless in. their assault on the listener’s peace of mind The music fails to I 
express mueb of a range of emotion besides pure disgust, hut it's a neces- ^ 
sary antidote to the pretentious self- indulgence of so many Other bands 
toda>. The singer's distorted shrieking functions as more of a sound effect 
than a meins of communication, which is tine with me since although his 
lyrics arc above average ihey still fall into l he popular category of abstract 
criticism of pop culture and phenomena such as labloids and child hunger. 
Maybe they art aiming fur something deeper, hut they have one more step ! 1 





to make before shey really lake the listener (or reader, in ibis uase. as l ex- 
plained...) io the nexi level. Anyway, for pure cteUBtog power to the jaded 
listener's- ear. ihis Is the best release it viewed this issue. It's on a pretty big 
label, and that makes me uncomfortable, pm not nearly so much as the fact 
that so many fucking small so-called hardcore labels conduct “'business" as 
if they were twice the size of Earache. Offers real alternative to consumer 
culture, somehow. or shut die fuck up about how D.I.Y you aic ; For what? 
D.XY. for what? Earache. 295 Lufaveue Si., Sutte VI 5, flfow fart. NY !O0?2 
CONFUSION "Taste af Hate' 1 7" 

This came out years ago, but the guy from Hard way records begged, ine to 
review 8 this and the Disciplinary Action record before he got rid of his lust 
copies, so here you are. It should be no secret to the readers of the first 
couple (horrible r ) issues of IF shat when I whs a younger kid l really liked 
the style of so-called “dumb Euughgtiy" music shat has been coming out of 
the NY area since the early tiO’s, and this is a great example of that; catchy, 
fucking powerful beats that are twice as tfanctabEc as any hip bop, heavy 
metal chunky guitars, deep roaring vocals, terrible cover art (a kindergar- 
ten drawing of the members of Metal lira attacking a businessman), and 
Iqw-IQ rabble-rousing lyrics, r recall fights with skinheads, steel-teed boras, 
bruises, and general high-school Jropoui mayhem when I listen to this. 
Personal Ey> 1 love to listen to it and reminisce, who knows what it, will do 
for you...tfunfeU}L 8 Rue Benin Fairer T5QGi Paris. Frame 
CONGRESS "Blackened Persists nee " LP 

These day$ + a popular criticism of modem hardcore is that it has become 
nothi ng more t han bad metal . Wd I , t hi s re lease is good metal . real I y >od 
in some places. It's certainly two steps forward from their older material 
The record beg i ms with some kind of horror-movie keyboard introduction 
ihai quickly changes to sonic deep, thick, fearfully powerful gidtarwork. 
before blasting off into a full on speed blast of a metallic hardcore song. 
Beautiful. The hoarse, scream mg vocals are not well integrated into the 
first song, but they work for the rest of the record. The first song is called 
"Lifting ihc Ban." is it political? i hope so, as European politics always 
seem so much more genuine that USA politics, but TIE never know, as my 
copy of the record (provided by Roby of Inside Froni/Belgium) came with 
no lyric sheet. If* a big mistake if the band didn 't make ,i lyric sheet. The 
second song begins wiih a sample that includes fucking Diamonds Galas, 
for Christ's sake' The songs on the rest ol the record are a mi* of fast 
metallic hardcore parts vaguely reminiscent of "Those Who Fear.. " Integ- 
rity. mushy parts rhai aren't quite traditional enough in their rhythms Eo be 
generic, and some experimental metal parts (odd lime changes, acousik/ 
electric solos, unusual guitar screams and effects) that kick (liver the iop 
to be art original record. I wouldn’t say the record is solid genius, it has 
some really hot Spots and some cooler spots, but it's good and foreshadows 
only greater things The hack cover is great U's a show photograph, but 
while everyone else in hardcore uses the same fucking photos until it's dull 
as shit Congress has theirs developed to took like an old World War I photo 
find in so doing casts t he whole affair in a much more dramatic light. A few 
silly things about this release: ihe cover is an Iron Maiden style picture of 
a scary wizard (it may he full color, but It's still melodramatic as shit; so 
don *\ judge thi s book by i is cover) They have h song called upe rs icn eh . " 

And, at the end of the record ihey follow a recent trend and waste a few 
minuter of our rime with a track of them making noist: and shouting non- 
sense. It was cool when Agnostic From did it on the CBGB’s album, but 
that was a tong time ago now. guys ..Good Ufa Rmrimv* ah ah, no ad- 
dress.' Either I'm mining a lyric sheet m these kids rv tiilv fucked up ' 

CONVERGE “Unloved and Weeded Out" 7" 

Maybe Coalesce. Congress, and Convene should, well, converge, or coa- 
lesce. or form a congress... or come up with Nnd names th.it don't all 
mean the same thing 1 We]|, 1 sort of figured Converge was washed up Lifter 
they broke up and then decided lo reform, but l sure was wrong. This is 
improved in every way from their full-length. First of nil. the recording is 



much clearer and tens Hat, and their guitar sound Is finally... well, clearer 
and less fiat Second of all. (heir experimental tendencies have finally panned 
out into some greal, completely original music, The record begins with 
fast torn drumming, and a pretty guitar melody plays over it before they 
dive into a hectic mess of shrieking and off rime, twisted hardcore, Juke’s 
vocals arc deeper tfrroatier, and much le&Semo than before... actually he's 
srarting to sing a little like the singer from Overcast, with the death metal 
growling going un m some points, but there s a toi more feeling in his 
vocals, so it doesn't come off fcs fiat and fake as t hat band sometimes does 
His lyrics sue also gelling better and better: where some imitators write 
abstractly and just turn Out nonsense, he creates some real poetry': “l only 
see you in bad dreams... let me explain. Close enough lo feel your words, 
far enough to read your flesh..." There is q great deal of variety in the 
music, as acoustic breaks and sudden changes always appear to ilirqw the 
listener off balance just qs he was settling into complacency The general 
emotional overtones arc of vulnerable rage and regretful angst 
SS to Heiiomrpe/Onott^um. 20 Gerahi Rt?ad, #2, Bright&u MA 02155 
CRUNCH "Trigger Happy Trespasser" CO 
! lei n*ei- styled midtempo pounding grooves here, played with a really rough, 
gagged, deep guitar, ibat breaks into more melodic, almost major key parte 
every once in a whale. There arc also some noise pans where even the 
drams join an the chaos before reluming to the song proper. Towards the 
end of ibe record there arc a few faster parts, a long acoustic intro, and 
even a guitar solo or two as well. The singer's voice is also rough, deep, 
and jagged, and he sings in English with a I Eg hi Italian accent, although 
when he occasionally speaks his voice sounds son of nasal and annoying, 
almost as if he had a Southern US accent... that is certainly unexpected. As 
I *nid. though, he upeake-s only rarely. The Lyrics are sometimes confusing, 
undeniably original in their unusual use. of English (" with your blood shed 
out on your clear hands you could write on Urban Safely Book"), and often 
attack television and media culture, which is to their credit. I'm left unable 
to decide on a general impression of this record. Vacation Home, Vru San 
Mr chide 56 t I5069 r Vigittma Biellese {Bfh Italy 

CULTURE "Born of You 1 ’ CD 

First of all the cover of this CD (Francis Bacon's screaming picture of the 
Pope) has been used far loo much in hardcore already (on the original covet 
of Integrity’s first full length, on the cover of a Transcend record... or maybe 
ii was Majority of One, which one's which?, and on the tarioo on Alexei’s 
arm) to turn up on a third CD cover looking exactly the same. And while I 
can't pick out 2tny particular stolen riffs, the music and everything dscon 
ihis CD sort of st rikes me the same way Rem ember the acoustic intros 
from early Unbroken? They're here. Remember ihe heavy metal Slayer- 
esque riffs from Unbroken's second full length? They're here. Remember 
the showing deep vocals from Unbroken? They're here. 1 guess there’s a 
bit of Strife and Earth Crisis here too, and plenty of "abstract" lyrics ihai 
express a vague discontent without really pinpointing the problem, plus 
some important-sounding song titles like; '“Bom of You" and “Silence Sur- 
ra u nds ," from songs that i Delude popu lar phrases li ke H pai n fi 1 ts my void 
"empty shell of a human being,” “j wage war on myself,” and “I 111 I my 
lalrine with spile." (Where did that Iasi one come from?!.) Really, ii’s 3 
well-recorded CD, the songs arc decently structured, there arc no realty 
wenk pans, and it has some feeling in it; but sometimes when I’m con- 
fronted with soiid mediocrity 1 get extremely impatient with hardcore mu- 
sic today for treading waierand running in place so fucking much 
Omqucr the World, address above 
DARE TO DEFY The Weigril of Disgu&t" CP 
The cover is qn [apparently computers Emulated) close shot of a bloody 
nose. The music Is fast mete I. a lot like "Reign in Blood" Slayer songs, 
though not quite as fast tempo- wise., you know the deal: play really fast 
and yelj over it, then hit the slower, rhythmic dunce pans, often with the 
fasl guilars slill going hut the drums sIwct Vocal tsl Les ftings sings like 




everybody irk NYC whn grew up rsn "Age ol Quarrer Cro-Mag&dMSl hu 
speaks and yells in the toughest vdicft he cm muster, occasionally doing 
liitle growls, I actually really enjoyed (heir song on ihe East Coast Assault 
compilation, fun I think that had a little more personality than this incarna- 
tion of the band. You cm tell it's important (0 These guy s (o seem rough; for 
invtuncc. one song ends with singer Lc* shouting "beeaichr, the lyrics are 
all about "the accumulation of my hate” and there's one song called "’Brick" 
(preceded by a sample of a guy streaming at a woman) about how Lcs is 
apparently going to hunt down his e-a-gkl friend and kill her with a brick 
("you III- there a mess, released waste on your dress, so poorly unattrac- 
tive, tun good enough Jor Les"h However, if these guys really wanted to 
seem tough, they should sprap their song about how ihty have to use drugs 
to escape the horrible pain of their exigence, and replace ii with a song 
about what they're doing to actually be strong enough to face down their 
enemies. Also, they might want to reconsider (be song about Les’s ex- 
girl friend. if they ever again want to gut respect from any women who 
respect themselves. Finally, I don’t think they should have ripped off the 
Catharsis cover art for their liner notes, hut maybe it was an accident? 

Tr)rj Damn Wv;m p PQ Box IS20 r Cooper Sf&tian, New York NY 10276- 1 $20 

DECKARD “Just Plain Ordinary” 7" 

What kind of hand is Dcckard? Just plain ordinary, Not really hardcore, 
either. I helped set up a show they played once, and they were really good 
guy*. Bm when \hh record hegan H with semi -distorted major key pop gui- 
i.irs and a guy singing in a high and noi-so-practised .singing voice about 
the “sunshine on his face." 1 wns in Inside Front hell. It gut a little belter 
Later in Ihi 1 song, as (jicy backed away from Lhc major key a bit and a guy in 
the background did a Hi tic yelling. At the end of that side is a funny pan 
where ihey apparently went up to some kids in their neighborhood and iiv 
\sted l hem to foe on .i record; one of the kids sings a little ditty for us that 
actually gave Deckard some decent competition, T'hi: second song is better, 
more quiet and refkciivc. pretty much acoustic but fora few more distorted 
old FugazUcsquc breaks* with the vocals hiking it a hit slower and more 
angst -ridden as well The second side ends with a recording of their land- 
lord being an asshole ns he evicts them; that was son of funny. Their lyrics 
arc fairly decent in their reflection* on fragile moments of peace and bro~ 
ken relationships between individuals, and they seem like a sincere band. 
But a* t don't listen to alternative college rock. [ dont really know if they 
do vrh.il they do well. £.t.5ft m Ctrarifu#*. 32!$ !ra HiU Knud, Cato, NY 13033 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION 7" 



mela] influence that \m filtered dowr ^ r.irdcort— what 

that means here is that there are some r : ~ ■ 4 jr * ■ r-Jitar parts, long 

acoustic parts, and a lot of more comp rars ■ " ■ guitar strikes 

open chords and the other one plays mi >z ■ - * ~~ - :nger alternates 
yelling wi th si nging, mumbling. in ^z. u *- - . n crab le edge to 

his voice that, combined with the xm~ v - rf r ±=.t- - - -nl* this record 

from ever being aggressive even v- . .5 4 I’m sure. is 

deliberate, as the. chi Idlike/senti mi;” -, rw. ! young women, 

talking about losing Eheir dreams .in. :r . h ~ ~ - rtes attest. The 

introduction to the CD k an al least : - ■ " - "-' r of apprecia- 

taon from the band to the listener i : ; • : * • ~ 4 . :e E g,ue*s that 

whi Lc 1 never li stun to this kind of n, j - ■ . ■ . x 1 nspi re people 

to have 11 ts of mel ancholy and st-l f ■ j l 4 s t*t z r ^je ~ - - s ahts or go to a 

decent college, (Jus stuff is decern ■ i z 1 u r ■ - " < m edge, and 

seems sincere enough for tne to re*.?r_ - - w. it off. There's 

a lot of weird stuff at the end. include - Jew 3 >r - --vie rock song. 
Cottqtiff the UfarH oddtets aim* 

eversor ik - 41 r 

This 7" starts with really quiet, mclod . “ ■ _ r - • ' . - - Last pace, and 

ihc singer comes in singing realh hisf: --dta ' a lot like Ray 

on the 1 'R ay and Pored I" 7' 1 , A nd a h h - c - • ~*r i « * : - -ned gu it ar i n 

there, for the whole record cverythirz “ - r = pitched, and 

melodic. Alt the songs are love vong. A: ^ ■ I gues^his 

h pop with a liny bit of hardcore in:-. : . Ya. ^ ^ - fly well done 

and well played, so if you lik 1 ■: met k j love songs and 

want an aitemntive io Depeche ? - ■ ,r — T* ~ is your cup 

of tea. In fact, it's so poppy and pi_„ _- f . r make, me fear 

that hardcore is softening up... nobody . . : - hardcore. 

The packaging is also really pretty z. r .; - ■ 3 dar^: ■ ■ ■* is aciually 

raised off isf ihc cover like braille *■ ^ -- 

FADEAWAY --"CD 

Where others have charged them with -t ^ -■ ;Jce hardcore, 

1 have to admit io a tasie for the no* -- ^ - * r Kord starts 

out with ihe acnu^tk/meLodie in trod j:; ~ ticj- if ‘ .■ mid-iempo 

super-chunky metallic hardcore, w-n z>f e - “ «crr_- -=. .”es over it 
lhat lie probably more generic ihaj ; ■ ; :^sM.±i' ' 'l suffocate in 

a lime of endless iufftring that w. r ■ . * : -cr question 

why'T. But the it music is by no mean* : w w - ~ ,£cr jOtiftds like 
he means il: he ha* a good sereuim-.. ■ ^ t he some 






As I mentioned, this and the Confusion T l are old old old, but Bardway 
guy still wants me t<> review them. OK— where she Confusion record had 
great rhythm and a lot of pure icstosicronc splendor us recommend it. this 
fa IB son of shore. The linger, who' sound* a little in Bunted by Ray from 
War/.0lie in his l poppy, choked up vocals, does sound genuinely hateful, 
litre's noth mg really wrong wiib the music, if s just so predictably straight 
forward in it's take on tough H YHC that it ends up pretry damn boring. 
There are some imneC'essary blues solos that I found more annoying (ban 
anything else, the irzmsitions from one pan to the nesl are a bit abrupt, and 
so many. other bands have done ibe , T ta y" f ^F^ ut_ali0ut " how " hlir ^^' f,e ' 
is-p3ay-slo w-grovv I -about-how-sick-it-makes-y oli thing belter. Plus, the 
lyrics are not only predictable but also not really well done; on one song 
the singer says “fuck" about 20 times in thirty lines, it .seem?; io be because 
he could n '? iliirtk of anyihingelsc i-o say. Or maybe he’s frustrated that it 

jusl comes out ihai way, who knows. Perhaps back in *92 when this came 
o-m it was. something ipecifll i. ah bough E listened to MYHC more then than 
now , suid thinking buck 1 doubt il) hut il hasnT stood (be test of time, 
N&fiiwtfy, sidfkm niwvc 
EMPATHY ' Dner the Lost Smite" CD 

This band was definitely more ready for a full length than their labelmates 
Culture, even though (he !aiter B s music would have been more so my taste 
if only... Here we have lots of “emotional." melodic music^ with the distant 



time harsh, as if he ii really burning : ■ - k ire fast enough 

to maintain mumenium and inleresr , . . sxi" . -pi^sity Id avoid 
using riffs ihnt have been u&cd ~ -y er -v : -a : 1 ^ :/■ mclal edge i > 1 
resirai tied just the right amount S-- " tv -s different from I 

my oi her music being made by - i.nsiTtam of I990's 

straight edge hardcore right now : mend it above the l 

work of tlieir peers such as Ever last or w - - ■ uuirterous to mcn- 

ti on . The record i ng quail ty is c lear ami l t , .* . ■ z ' w c II , and their .^pli i T 1 
with 2 1-3 ne 11 we .suck'" Filler is itiduded - - ^ 1 War/d adt/ms fihmv 

FINAL EXIT TEG" CD 

The spirit of Ptoject X lives on m Sweden _■ z shcir name is Final Exit, 
Fifteen song* in seventeen raging, fisr-i^rhime minutes When I heard | 
(bis record for the first Lime I w js mote than I bad been in a long 

hme about any music; 300 mpb authentic find -VO 1 * hardcore, with catchy 
choruses and breakdowns deep-voiced throaty screaming that burns with 
sinccrety. and song titles like ‘"Revenge. ' "Talk Behind My Back," “Flame 
of My Convieiitm, " and "Rcspetit" sn ibe Jam one. ihe singer even lalks ! 
m an I an/ Minor Threat sarcastic voice as the end of ihe sung, as Ihe chorus 
i* screamed in ihe background Plenty ■! i ; unds in the US Have tried to 
Imitate the **days of old", but nil hiivc failed and come nff as tlai and back- 
ward 'looking, Somehow F : m?t| E^ii has the genuine energy lb pull it off as 
well aa the old bands did — the good Chain of Strength 7" comes quickly to 



mind Even (he details die all perfect father than only singing about the 
"brotherhood," they give equal lime to singing the praises of the "sister- 
hootk' 1 they have a fast song called “One Weak Link," which only has l wo 
lines of lyrics: “have we broken the chain, or have we chained ourselves 
down?"; ;md the lyrics to a similarly short song, humorously entitled "Mu- 
tilated Scumbag," proclaim "You crossed my path, you piece of shit, don't 
ever let it happen again!" ^here's a song called "Higher Form of Killing, " 
with the lyrics 'the Allied Ffont laid quiet for days, approaching now the 
4ih; rhe troops stood strong, morale was high, as fate would lake it's turn." 
TTiai strikes me as poetic. Finally, the musicians have names like "Kid 
Stone" (that should sound familiar to fans of P‘X), and are leaping fifteen 
feel in the air in every picture, . including the drummer. I think they did 
i his just lo entertain themselves (the liner notes read "dedicated to the ink 
on our construction gloves 1 ’ and “hy the way, some of the Lyrics are dead 
serious"), bui the finished product blows away a I moist every other hardcore 
record this year. Desperate Fifiht. address above 

FOCUSED "The Hope That Lies Within" Cassette 

Some of the music on this record works, some of it doesn't. It's all at a 
uniformly slow tempo, with complex mixtures of acoustic and heavy gui> 
tur melodies with chunky metallic lines: sometimes these combinations 
come off a* powerful end beautiful, but just as frequently they come off as 
disorganized and self-indulgent, even occasion aily jagged and out of tunc, 
as in the case of a sporadic lead parr in one segment of the second song or 
a pari near the end of the iourth song. As before. Focused'* songs are really 
long, and iheir frequent changes and complexity would have earned them 
through just fine if only they hadn't madethe.se songs quite as long as they 
are. Singer Tim has always had a good deal of chansma, some of which 
comes across during his frequent speaking pans, less of which comes across 
during his self-righteous screaming parts when it always sounds like his 
voice is about to break. The recording is pretty damn clear, although the 
guitar and drums don't sound quire as staggeringly heavy as they should 
have to make this a really memorable reebrd. The host, most effectively 
moving songs arc probably the first two, the second of which is con vine 
mgly rmfUKsicmed in it’s decrying of consumerism ami its demand that we 
kill the image — too bad ihai there's a catalogue packaged with this record, 
depicting unnaturally handsome fashion model-type youths modelling (he 
latest trendy fashion clothes from Fncused's record label!! Finally, at the 
uidi they do a Chain or Strength cover {though not off the "What Still Ho ids 
True i . mind you) and I feel like this hand was more at home iri their 
own style. A crucial f actor about this band, that I’ve looked past in order to 
he impartial, is that Christianity is the most important thing in the world to 
them. If you're Christian and want to listen to hardcore, but the unbeliev- 
ers make you uncomfortable, this is (was. as they've broken up) the band 
for you. On that note, let me personally implore any of you out (here who 
arc interested in Christianity to consider the Bible from a historian's view- 
point first and sec if you find that approach convincing, before accepting n 
as the word of the Lord, The New Testament was written in small chunks 
by many separate individuals, and even the book of Mark, the oldest book 
in the collection, was written at least 30 years after Jesus’ death by some- 
one whu didn’t even speak the same language (Aramaic) as Jesus did The 
New Testament was collected together from a number of different con- 
flicting texts. Lilt of which claimed to tell the stoiy of Jesus and the right 
ways of the Christian faith, anti none of which claimed God as their author. 
Any biblical scholar will tell you this and more, Keep an eye out so that no 
One Wilt mi stead you into believing anything for bad reasons! Everyone 
OOtflvcrtiv ilj shdir cau5<i. giiti no one hiii you can know what's rjgh! 
for yourself. Trunk and Nail, P,0. Box t2$9H. Seattle, WA 9SUG469H 

GOVINDA HARDCORE PROJECT h II Meglto Del Dua Mtjndl" CO 

As their name seems to indicate. I fear this bond has fallen into the same 
tendency as other overtly religious bonds often display, of putting their 
religious agenda so for before their musical one that their music seems like 



mere cheap propaganda. However. | can’t investigate chat hypothesis any 
further here, because everything is in Italian, Their music is almost all fast, 
anti stylistically sits somewhere on the border between old- fashioned 
straight forwani melodic hardcore ( like a more singy latter day Seven Sec- 
onds, perhaps? The vocals are, like another band I reviewed above, remi- 
niscent of Ray's on the "Ray and Force 1 1" 7") and flu ft pop punk... maybe 
some of it is like old Farside, but I'm reaching here because i don’t ready 
listen to any of that stuff They also have a lot of really bluesy metal solos, 
some of which were interesting, the rest of which fit with (he “silly pop 
punk" side of their music. The ftrsi i wo songs were the ones that caught my 
attention; there was enough speed and energy to maintain some rnomen- 
lum,. and the singing style, while still high and melodic, seemed lo draw 
upon the traditional Italian love ballad/opera sound, if you can imagine 
that: so (he vocals came out sort of hauming and dramatic, especially on 
the second song That was interesting enough to hold my attend on," but 
alter those songs the rest of the record was far too heavy on (he "pop punk" 
side. Ami, as you could have guessed, it end* wilha few minutes of Indian - 
style music praising Krishna. Just as l expressed my concerns about Chris- 
tianiiy, let me repeat myself about so cal led “Krishna Consciousness”: don't 
let the blue god get you 1 Looks tike a cult group, dresses like a cull group, 
talks like a cult group, must be a cult group. Kaear«*i House , address above 
GRASP M -" 7" 

I think ihe recording qua I try on this record isn't os good as most of ihe oilier 
ones in the Slack this issue, For one thing, the singer's .shrieking vocals are 
mixed too loud over everything else, His shrieking style is similar to that of 
many of the Ebullition band singers.., you know, that shrieking thing that 
has become so common today, lhat tends to make one singer sound alot like 
the next singer. Maybe this guy sounds like the Fadeaway .singer would if 
he had a much weokcr voice The band seems to have some potential here, 
they are certainly competent, although they need an original angle to differ- 
entiate their chunky sluwish hardcore style from every other band that plays 
Ibis way. There was a fast pari in the third song that was such a relief from 
the monotony of the rest of the slow-tempo'd record that ii made me think 
to myself, whit if they had pul in a few more tempo changes? The record 
includes a twelve page insert that includes ihe lyrics (which deal with im- 
l*>«ant subjects like alcoholism and rape, although I'd tike k> see them try 
harder to present dear solutions), explanations of the meanings of the songs, 
and a brief tirade against capitalism; I always think it's a good deal when 
bands try to make their intentions clear, so (hat was a plus in their favur. ] do 
think however that they need to work on impro ving and differentiating their 
music and message h\l,Canstnutian, 12244 Pascal, Grand Terrace, CA 91,1 id 
GROUNDSTATE ‘Pin wheel Cement Driver" CD 
The recording is clear but pretty texture less, and in general that could be 
also said about the straightforward L 90's metallic hardcore music on this 
full length from an apparently new band. It's mostly midtempo chunky 
stuff, hut there are enough fast parts to keep it from being montonous, The 
guitars indulge themselves in the occasional metal shriek, und sound fairly 
heavy and deep, though they sort of lack bite. The singer screams, but his 
voice has very little muscle, so it comes off as emotive rather than impas- 
sioned or— God Forbid— angry Could they be Christian? The lyrics seem 
to deal with religious issues ("for ihe Father judges all".,,) Their drummer 
occasionally makes good use of his toms, he should do that more, i get the 
impression from the music and general approach that these guys might lie 
able to gel along fine with Empathy. A few of Ihe songs have derails worth 
mentioning; Ihe third one has some poppy, silly melodic parts tossed in to 
throw off the listener when the heavy part comes in. and lhat works pretty 
well to make them sound a bit aggressive there where they fail to in other 
places, The fourth song begins with a sample lhat another band in this genre, 
r believe it was Everest, has already used. A great deal of the seventh song 
is acoustic. Finally, and this realty substantiates my theory about Empathy, 
they end the CD with a cover of a cheesy rock and roll song. Untike Etnpa- 





liiy, however, ch-i-y still really need somelhing eo set them apart amt give 
ihem personality S/RTfl 227JJ tiftjjemflnn, tt. CftfjrSfrflrtfj, 

HATCHET PACE "Volume II 11 LP 

This, is a band ihdl fans of fancy. prefabricated modem day fcl, hardcorc M 
i don't make me name names!! would deem uni [dented, but how wrong 
they are. Se takes a Sot more talcnl TO have the energy and mu ska! sense lo 
imke music like ihis work than it does to buy a couple thousand dollars 
worth of equipment and just play "heavy slut, dud*." This band reminds 
me of musk from the fiO"s, not from the NYC straight edge scow, but from 
the early days of crossover puhkVJiardcore when every thing was messy* 
ainrighi forward, and honest. The singer has rhe hoarsest* most burnt out 
sui-earning volte you could imagine, but he manages to stick it oui the 
whole record, and he sounds for teal. The recording quality is pretty rough, 
hut it actually complements the rough sound of the guitars and, well, ihe 
whole band There's a whole lot of straight fast old hardcore/punk stuff, 
not over 1 0(1 rnph hut definitely fast enough lo cany some momentum 
From time, to lime these fast pans break down into old fashioned hardcore 
breakdowns, grooving choruses, pounding slow parts, or really raw 'SO's 
style solos that are rough and restrained enough to bear no metal preien- 
sion No song is long; enough to wear out its welcome; in fact they even 
seem a little short by today's standards* which really helps lo maintain the 
momentum* In short, this record is absolutely relentless in its raw, Tugged 
musical charge. Even the lyrics fire straightforward, up from. often 
hilarious: "All *hu lights have me in a trance, I stare and soak when I get 
the chance, switch the channel, change the colors... now I have to kill my 
brother?" (Those are the entire lyrics to "Prime Crime.") "Puck the fash- 
ion* nil your fashion hardcore passion, you're j use u fucking doll, dressed 
like a Goddamn doll, fuck your fashion, fuck my fashion, fuck the fash- 
ion!" No abstract pretensions here. I think dim amounts to genius. 

Figure Frmr, 33 Fitiih Euthutn Mfay. E. 02333 

HEADSMAN The Morning" LP 

This record conies in sort of like il r s underwater, ephemeral high melodic 
guitar lines, and iwo tracks of vocals, one mumbled and unc .sung in the 
background* This goas on for quite a while* until l feel half-hypnotized. 
Don' t be fooled r h e second song comes i n much harsher* the singer roaring 
in a deep voice over drawn out distorted guitar chords, as the melodic guitar 
partJi retreat | l:> she background. The song picks up a bit to a chunkier 
midtompu* and alternates differed! takes on the same repetitive, mesmeriz- 
ing sound structure before plunging into a final fast part to charge to Ihe 
end. The third song maintains the same heavy, deep mist, but has a faster* 
more rhythmic approach* maybe a litlk influence from danccablc US 
hardcore. The singer's prowling, roaring voice isprelly damn deep and pow- 
erful* without sounding too fake like dealh metal or some "tough guy" ge- 
neris: hardcore bands Thu rest of the record basically remains with the lim- 
its L^f 1 hi± styles of ihe songs Tve-jusl described, and the melodic guitar parts 
rarely reoccur- at some points* ihere's enough rhythm and speed for it to 
have some real strength and power, while at other points ihe slow* repeti- 
tive music is somewhere between being mesmerizing and being dull. So 
though a i never lost enough of my interest lo warrant critietn, l would like 
Co sui: this hand introduce a link more variety and complexity in Iheir mu- 
sic, in case other people have a shorter nutrition span that J, The lyrics are a 
litlle clumsy in thulr handling of the English language, though l hey draw 
upon ihe work of poets Coleridge and Blake, and also from Jim Morrison 
(!?) and Franco Batliaio (am l uneducated for not knowing who this guy 
is?) They generally deal abstractly and somewhat Lnacccssably with sub- 
ject* yf life, death, loss, and struggle, from whai I can relb bi a better mo- 
ment, they proclaim "KiU everyone and you will be God, in a kingdom of 
[he blind, an empire of sins, a kingdom of ihe deaf." 1 like 1 his record, but J 
would choose it more for listening during a long, steady late nighl drive, 
than to gel my adrenaline pumping before an act of terrorism or a political 
science exam Own. addma above 



IMMORAL MAJORITY T* 

Very straightforward nldi-fashioned midienipo hardcore- this band prob- 
ably i s/was a contemporary of By AJI Means. Gruffly shouted Italian vo- 
cals* which sound rugged but need a little bit of extra emotional push to get 
them over the top [they're monotone enough to seem almost chanted h lay 
over rough guitars than play basic, mid -length songs, like the slower songs 
from the first Sick of It All material, only not as catchy Of as right. The last 
song is more chunky and sporadic lhan the others. The lyrics consist of a 
warning not io trust politicians and tfaiemeffl? of pride i Tm looked at 
with a lot of disdain but 1 don't care"). There are some rough edges here In 
General that need work, but this is a really old release Grtufl, midnt.u ahtn-£ 
INDECISION ,r -" 7" 

Between this hand and Shutdown (ihe latest hand hy that name), straight 
edge hardcore is back in Brooklyn NYC; that’s either a sign of the impend- 
i ng apocalypse , or a good chin g — 1 don h t know whic h yet Thi s reco rd would 
have made a good demo, it’s a tittle rough to be a 7" . 3 know that a million 
7’ are coming out every day now, hut if s really important to be ready, so 
that your record will sdek oui from the others. You can play traditional, 
simplistic hardcore with the verse/chorus song structure, breakdowns where 
[he guitar starts and then everything else joins in, etc - and still make great, 
really interesting music if your details are original. However* a young band 
like Indecision often hasn't really settled on specific details yc[* amt chat is 
apparent in some of ihi^r vongs. The other songs, white also basic and 
straightforward* hive enough pure youthful energy and drive to be memo- 
rable. The first song has some raw power so it, but the second one is the 
one that sticks out: it alternates a bouncy, happy-go-lucky funky bass tune 
with fast, angry assaults in which the singer yelk things like H Tm as straight 
as the barrel pointed into your mouth (sound familiar? Sec the Final Bail 
review.. :• in conviction of yourlifesiyle and everything you're about, you 
question me and my way of life but who are you m> measure ,> So polluted 
and so siained is your life Forever,.." power Prod >. Htts&tft Aiwtt, 

if. L Oliver IOA, Box 67 , IQ 70 Bmssefo Belgium 

IN DIGEST I "SguardO CD 

This is pure beauty. This is the CD re-release of the music from an *12*83 
Italian punk band, and it H s the real thing- Imagine, if you can here in ‘96. 
this: a band that plays r*s hard and fast as they possibly can, ihe drum sound 
a mess of broken cy mbais and bangbangbang snare, the guitar* playing ihe 
fastest, catchiest, most blistering 3-ehoed attacks you could imagine through 
fifty dollar dimeslDre amplifiers, and the singer shouting the lyrics as fast 
as he can in his nature!, unaffected voice (high, s areas tic, s brill „ exhausted* 
and impassioned all at once). If 1 remember correctly, they sound some- 
thing like the Genus, or maybe the Vandals with twice as much speed and 
energy... they definitely -could have blown away some of she old Southern 
California punk bands of similar styles Some of their songs arc only a 
glorious eighteen seconds in sength, feu instance. “No 10 the System”: “no 
to the system, never, never, no to the system, never* never, no to the sys- 
tem, against the system"" And true to his words, their singer is now, 13 
years later, operating an underground music label on which this CD was 
released. There arc no pretensions here, no self- indulgence or boring 
bullshit: Juki lots of blasting, uncompromising music and message (some 
of Ehe lyrics have more depth and poetry than the aforementioned ones). 
Even the photos included, show people of all different backgrounds going 
fucking crazy... ralfiet lhan cookic-cutter trendy kids standing around or 
imitating the Latest dance or fashion craze. Maybe Vm romanticizing a lime 
gone by. but 1 1 bin k we could stilE si and to gain from looking back... 
Itapalj'flFT hfHtse, addrtss u^ert-v 

INMATES "Government Crimee” 7" 

These guys must have had a laugh doing ibis. It's imitation dirty, scummy, 
drunk, messed up, gutter Briiish punk, and the details all there in even 
more profusion than in (he original: messy, fast three-chord lines, fake Brit- 
ish accent, swearing between songs, loose and "talentless” music (even 



i vr 's 



though this band contains members qf some more well known acts.. J H h i- 
iisrious Syncs, rheirone variation frum tradition is that they downtime %q 
Jow rhat the individual notes are indistinguishable, but chisjusi adds to the 
overall effect The record we received for review is even laced with scratches, 
if not soaked in vomit. They do a Chaos UK cover ("I'm being victimized, 
pohec won't leave me alone..." ! just in case anyone had missed l heir point 
up until then, if you've mis&t'd my point up untiE now. let me offer you 
some lyrics: “throwing bricks, swinging sticks, riots in the streets, anarchy 
and chaos, taw anti order will set beat’ "Wanna see a riot* gonna do some 
crimes, wanna sce ariOl. have a cood lime. , wanna see a riot, glass an the 
ground... Brainwashed 2602 P. r i^ction Rtt., Citveiamt hciqfos, OH 44 UK 
IVORY CAGE "TV Head" 

The recording quality is much cleaner and clearer on this record than the 
older Green releases like B As Means or Immoral Majority, and the Songs 
are belter structured and n... rr djven,e The singer uses a lot of distortion 
on hi 5 voice, which keeps i! from being very personal, but he seems to he 
into u as he shouts. The limes when he leaves it off, for instance parts of 
the second song. .*re r-j :ie r inm :tx re?t. The guitars mix powerful, chunky 
grooves with Hie her r j,: enough melody to use the full spectrum 

of sound, they lend j real laxzuit so this record that lines- a lot for it. The 
drums sound and pizfca lot of punch, too. I think kids who like slightly 
"progresses' ■>> Sr. 3 pc. 1 se should like this; 1 actually like it 

better than S na pc 2 * .• In ; pic k ag i n § i * be *u Li ful „ and the lyri c$ ( whtc h are 
in Krtgli'- . . t uj.ee «-.;h much more fluency than most of the 
other rc, 1 r ; :■ - t. •• : --u.e They eloquently discuss the scourges- 

of i nj us Ei cc r : : _ ■ - - l\j ; ■* i - c i th c s La. and racism In todays world . 

Green, ah*, vf 

JASTA 14 7- 

Aim os pile- — a.--- . ; - Jem hardcore, maybe post-hardcore^ They 

play at a ife^r.- . , ’■_■■ there s a lot of melody and complex pans 

from the £ _ h s pU'hcd or noisy lines, and for most of the 

record neither ■ rjinli :vc ihe traditional hardcore role of playing 

de^p. he.j . [he other one plays die melodic stuff... with the 
result being - ■ -.-l-t - ■ ; ■ ■ much force anywhere here. Thai doesn't 
s.ccm Em W \ . : ■- jgr 3 think this band is pretty aware of what 

it’s doing. Their - speaking, sometimes as gruffly as he can, 

wi th sc re am i n ■: . g . : m , -r icreami ng style wc 1 re al t fam LI iar wi th . 

The lm song u js\ ir.-trjmemal m the style of ihe rest oflhcT. Their song 
structure h ^ -nout. parts come in that you didn't expect, and 
EJftcn the transition’s at? i ■!!..; rough. J ihink a Eittle brevity would help 
Ehem tighten up ibcrr apr : .i. -* = - it's great they are trying to shoot for a 
more mature me' J: .■ com pie \ . c. hul as it stands right now their music 

rarely manages i ■ ox-r. - ir.> rn- oion and thus comes off son of flat much 
of the time. The Jvn^. *r* r simple, the lyricist seems lo be still on 
uncertain ground as he appro*, he, ine ta>k of writing: ihere’s a song called 
"geek" where lie claims I hope in jest, that u if they come near me IT] 
incinerate, kill, destroy, hum flute don't touch me, HI kill you too"! And, 
there's a lot of silly rambling in the liner notes, Cemrif*^ udditx* abai* 
JIHAD "God’& Forsaken People"' 

fhj^ seems to have been done some kids who have brains in their heads 
and care about what they rc doing : ne musiu sounds sincere. Ah bough 
the record starts out with a hreif melodic bass line it quickly turns ugly and 
abrasive, l he singer shrieking in a convincing torn throaty voice which is 
similar in style to a number of other hands ( say, Jasta 14), but just sounds 
more real. The music is mid tempo, pretty simple, the recording is not per- 
fect, and the songs are not memorable enough lo be classics, but ihc band 
included a decent amount of packaging with explanations of the songs and 
their intentions as member a of the hardcore communlly, and that's worth a 
lot to me. It shows they are truly concerned itbout what they are doing and 
have some real goals. They didnT even misspell any words 
ntuSchfmu, P.0 T Box U6i , Batik Ctttk Mt 49016-1161 



MAIM STRIKE "Times Still Here" 7" 

'Phis is great. The music is authentic:, speedy late SETs hardcore- I'm talk- 
ing 1 10 mph, with fast breakdowns at the end, shouted choruses, ihe works, 
and none of ii even sounds false or backward looking. Side By Side is ihe 
hand in whose foos.sieps ihcy worthily follow, An^ band that puts eighi 
solid, cuichy songs on one 7" is already a an above. Oh shat, I just no- 
ticed— the singer has "free John Joseph" " written on his arm in the photo! ! 
Thai does it, this is one of the best records of The year. The gsmars do the 
super fast thing, occasionally Throwing in somu l- hunky build-ups or brief 
SO's-style dive bombs (like Force II did before he left hardcore ta join the 
Mwnies), or the occasional burst of hnmionics. The drums do the Youth of 
Today /Straight Ahead double time bii r without ever pausing for air. There 
are u couple place* where ihcir music refers hack to older stuff; for in- 
stance. the imd of "'How J Feel" is a eover of the end of Judge's J 'Give tl 
Up," and the song after lhal begins with the guitars playing Darth Vader's 
theme song from .Star Wars. Everything, here seems real, from the clear and 
direei straight edge lyrics ("'Break the Cycle,” “Skin Deep Love," “Can't 
Bring Me Down") to the photasi of i he strong, healthy band mem her* giv- 
ing U their all, lo the well- written essay about avoiding pitfalls of commer- 
cialism and making hardeor e/punk a injc atlemaiivu io (he mainstream 
Eifcsiyle. Cru Cini RtspiMSi*, Kaiserifeifi Pit, 46047 Qhi*fhtiu.<t t tu GVfPitfflv 

NATIONS ON FIRE "Death of the Pro-Llfer M CD 

The final release from ihLs great band, and h sets ihe standards this year lor 
sincerity and comcru. Not only is the music 100 mph. completely catchy 
and adrenaline-pumping old lanhioned hardcore, rough and unpretentious, 
bui their approach is inspiring. Singer Edw-jird sings straight from the heart, 
in Hr$ natural, emotionally involved yelling voice, anti he ^eems to care 
more than any other singer about whai he h attempting to communicate. 
He ought to, as well: theson|s here deal with ihc scourge of far-right poli- 
tics in our world (anii-choicer$rpm- lifers'" and racisls/homophobes in- 
cluded.!, and the "underground" struggle to be (in their words) independant 
rather than alternative and to avoid being sucked into particular political 
parties with their limited goals. Elsewhere they speak of television fit 
kills my creativity, kills my time, now I realize my life must be mine..."? 
with a great deal of clarity and intelligence, and in a song about sexual 
abuse of children they wax frighteningly poetic: "he's got & dick, he's get- 
ting bolder, he's got a wife, she's getting older .. and his daughter is a flower 
in the desert called their home." And just when you're afraid iltal the title 
track is a silly call to militant violence that ruins it al l, you read Edward's 
essay in the liner notes, in which he explain* his stance on abortion legality 
and other human righrs. issues— and explains that the title is about the re- 
cent passing away of die king of Belgium, who was opposed to abortion 
even in cases of rape. Indeed the liner notes are extremely detailed and 
well done in general, listing a NGF discography as well as lyrics and other 
stuff. The CD-ends with a clear live recording and a hilarious rave song 
they did for a laugh. 

Incidentally, \ Ihink they .thou Id have namud ifie record "death of 
[he ami -choicer " There's not space here tor a Je (ailed discussion of the 
iQpic of abortion, bui to be brief: I ihink "life" is much more ifian just a 
chemical reaction, like a heart beating. „ my definition of “life" is living as 
a free, itrdependam, emotionally developed individual in rhis world, expe- 
riencing things and, as soun as you a*e able, making choices. To ihink ihai 
life is nolhing but a series of chemical reaciions like heartbeats and re- 
flexes is (o be so cynical and scientific as to lake ail of the beauty and 
meaning our of the very concept, To say (hat a man in a permanent coma, 
who will never mentally or emotionally return to our svorid. is jiust as 
"alive" in ihe human sense as a healthy, awake individual, is 10 leave out 
most of the irulh. And as for (he subject of “poieniial" life, a fertile man 
and woman who stand next to each other constitute a potential human be- 
ing, if only i hey would have unprotected sett... should we lament ihe pass- 
ing of the short-lived sperm and egg that ihese two "crael. murderous" 




individuals choose not to unite into a human life? The "potential lilt afgc- 
men i holds no water, for ever? thing n poTcntial to some degree, and lo as- 
sign a certain level of potentiality as being "potential enough" in e^cry cir- 
cumstance would have to be a completely arbilrEtty choice. So. what [ eon- 
dude is that while almost all of us are "pro-life ” some of us are ■‘anti-choice'' 
for others and believe ihal noone but themselves (or ihcir Cod. to whom 
they inevitably attribute whatever they themselves really believe} should be 
allowed tocboo.se what is "potential enough" Fight fascism— fighl ihe anti- 
choiCC movement. Supptm Fuwpean hardcore* Cfti she vin\i fft.m defies. F.O. 
Brwi 44?, 9000 Gent I, Belgium or, CD frum Conquer ihe World , sdd rrjj atom 
NEGATIVE WALE CHILD “Little Brother 1 " CD 
This is that brand of metal that passes for hardcore" in some circles these 
days. 1 imagine them opening Tor Biohazard, or, even more likely. Rage 
From Within she Major Label Machine. So, I should talk shit about it and 
write it off. However there's something here that I think is a good deal. 
The singer seems to genuinely care when he writes about she people he 
watches throwing themselves away, in songs like the title track and "Burn 
Out?' He sings in a East Coast-style choked up, throaty, high screaming 
voice, and there's some heart in his vocals — sometimes, like in the cholttb 
of " Dirty," he builds to an emotional climax. Here are some of his lyrics: "1 
remember a young boy. he looked jus l like you; everything there was lo 
know -hut you boy knew, hire in Iris eyes, it was him again# the world... 
that fire don’t burn so bright no more,,/’ “I wish 1 could say it gets easier, 
pul that would be sr lie. il won't as a matter of fact you'll find time scrapes 
by. the wounds ii leaves behind don't heal over very welt../" “Do as l say, 
don't do as I do — little brother I warn something better for you..." As for 
the music , there's lots of deep, grooving, sometimes even very bluesy gui- 
tar, backed up by a loud, funky-sounding bass. The drummer uses congas 
and other tradUionally non -rockn roll drums, which in places are original 
and realty set this band spun The recording is, of course, major- Label metal 
quality and thickness, which I guess does what (hey want it to, and they are 
a very light and versatile hand. If il sounds like you'd like It, welt, you 
probably would. The same goea if you think you'd hate U... 

7m Bttmti Hype. uh&¥c 

ONE FOR ONE 1 Won't Losa" 7" 

Although derivative, ihis is certainly not a bad T for this young band. Fast, 
energetic, basic hardcore, wish a lot of danceabte rhythm coming from the 
drums in places. When the guitars are not playing (he baric fast 4-chord 
rifts, they add some metallic touches, which (except in l he third song) are 
well integrated and not overdone... (hey rather help to give a little variety 10 
ihc music. The singer yells in a sometimes strained bus never breaking voice. 
Which seem? solid and fairly silting, but he still Seems to be struggling to 
figure out how to really lei loose, Everything is pretty solid, and (he slightly 
shaky song structures will probably lighten up over rime. Nothing is dx- 
iremoly memorable or catchy about this record, bui il" ihe band keeps a l it 
ihuy should develop* into a capable hardcore unit. There's a place on the 
Last song where they do build lo a moving climax during a guitar solo where 
the singer keeps shouting. Released Power Pmlitcsmns, addrwstvbm 
ONE LIFE CREW "Reality Check" demo 

Damn I hope they didn't copy nil of these with the same horrible, muffled 
sound quality J got. Here we have seven compilation songs and. three live 
songs on one tape The first- four songs, from their most recent session, 
seem a fit tie rushed. Singer Sieve still has a lot of natural he an and convic- 
tion in his vocals, as- he has ever since he sang for Confront in she 'StVs; but 
when he says "Josh" like MC Eihl. or "Old school, suck a/ 1 in a tough guy 
warm a- be hip hop voice, il really sounds out of place. I would recommend 
he restrain himself, unless he really enjoys doing il enough that he doesn’t 
care what anyone dse thinks. The songs still have the old fashioned style 
amt sound to ihem. and although as I said ihe slightly shaky song structure 
makes them seem rushed, these four songs are less obviously derivative 
from 80 s NYC hardcore than (heir older stuff: theFe seems lo be an ele- 



ment of more recent Cleveland metal lie hardcore mixed in* and ii works* 
The third song has a chorus that sounds remarkably like the chorus from 
integrity's "darkness"—! ihmk that was just an accident on the guitarist's 
pan, but drummer Chubby Fresh shouldn't have gone along with it with 
[lie double bass and all. The second song has meaningful lyrics about kids 
who get obsessed with causes that are meaningless in ihe tong run, and in 
the first song Steve suggests ihat kids "put mind and body to use" and feet 
good about themselves.. of course, in other places he's threatening so "gut 
you like a pig." The fourth song of the first session h slow, like the Cromags, 
and Steve is less comfortable vocally there. The second session includes 
two songs from she Inside Front *S compilation, and a third song which is 
faster, tighter, and more genuinely exciting old-fashioned hardcore than 
anything else this band as done. None of these seven studio songs were 
recorded at Mars like (heir \ rtoiy record was, and while they still hove 
good quality recordings. M it* did give them an extra edge. The live songs 
are well-recorded and pretty well played: they include Meanstreak's “Final 
Word" and Confront 5 w Qur Figtil." Before playing that song. Steve threat- 
ens (obviously to the member* re Catharsis, who are the only ones lo have 
done such a thing) "don't chance my lyrics or I'll change your life — no 
apologies accepted. H Now. I hale m hnng this up again, but since they pm it 
□n ihc tape. I have to: I was ihe one who P in the Catharsis cover of die anti- 
racist sang ‘‘Our Fight/' chaziE;-.i Lhe lyrics lo make ii anti-sex isi tind anti- 
homophubic. r went to an OL C show in Washington DC after Steve had 
made all those threats, and I ws* prepared to stand up to a guy who weighs 
more lhan twice much as me d u m y hie was not eh itnged, and no apolo- 
gies were offered or accepted— Sieve iold me that he had no problem with 
me after all and not to wony u -md only Chubby Fresh offered any 
conflict... (mostly he just cncd about me singing “No One" in his face dur- 
ing ihe Integrity sci). 1 get along fi-e - s ih everyone in this band now. except 
ihc drummer! but it's important that people know how ihe whole conflict 
lurried out, since this live recordsna capture* it when it was unresolved. 
a whole postpaid from she bone:, 4*2 . 5-. ■ ~-r. Rd, Cleveland, OH 44 HR 

OPPOSITE FORCE “Near'" CD 

Pure heavy metal / 1 ‘hardcore" at ii* best here The recording is perfectly 
clear and heavy, like a metal band : * - - be: the guitar lines sound like 
something from Slayer or possibly Meial ::i. in their alternation between 
chunks and complex, supef-aggressi ■ - nft> drummer uses his double 
bass with ease and just enough reslraint. ar- J has more bile on his snare 
lhan I've ever fucking heard: anti ihc with that deep, roaring 

voice thus today's crossover banck gens rally u:*e, although he sounds like 
he really means il sometimes as he an-.,^, every painful, twisted syl- 
lable. Everything sounds perfect, th? - an ship is light as hell and (he 
song structure is great with, plenty ol changes and fast parts, and even ihc 
rare solos and acoustic parts came off sm thly and only add power. As far 
as this genre of music goes, this is she tea of ihe line, All 1 cm complain 
about is thal ihcir son g.s are a tiny bn i cmg .uid that in the quest for pure 
heavy force bands like this one often l - the edge of emotional power and 
sound o little flat. The lyrics are well done dear, and socially concerned as 
well, fortunately, since so many band-, like ibiv have nothing to nay... or, 
worse, stupid bullshit to say. Pul away yruf Midball and Metal tica records, 
listen to this. In the thanks list, the drummer (hanks "Vic/s Kickboxing 
Center,” and writes “I want to say that I hats all ibos« who smoke at con- 
certs in closed spaces." One guriarm dedicates the record to a friend of his 
who has passed away, and writes "to love the world and life also in suffer- 
ing. 10 accept with grittKude every ray of sunlight, and even in pain, lo nnt 
Forg&t how to smile.” Hell yes. Vhcar^n Hints*, xddrew ohmt 
OPTION (promo of upcoming relea&ti) 

Option have come a long way. I didn't think they were ever going to pull it 
all together to be a competent, effective hardcore unit, but they have. If 
someone put this in front of me and said it was new material, roughly 
recorded, by Strongarm, I would believe them The same mixiurc of metal- 



lit melodies with Syracuse chunk parts occurs here as an the Sirongarm 
full length, and, as on that full length. they pull it off with skill and memo- 
tal>k feeling. The songs are a little simpler, which does not detract from them, 
Also, although the singer even sound'- remarkably like the Si rongarm singer 
when he screams, he throws in some other stuff: roughly sung parts and 
shouted parts, both of which arc well-integrated and only add to the music. 
Danny. Inside Front maitroom u per- i so r and bomber extraordinaire, says 
this sounds like Sick of it All — he 's fucking wrong, don’t listen to that guy, 
he can t review music for shit — r-ui he does get points for drawing my atten- 
tion back to 1 his band. IF they stay to aether and make the right dec i s ions ( as 
far as labels, shows, etc., about presenting themselves, they have what it 
lakes to be a good fucking hardcore band. They’re coming front behind, so 
we'll see. bund: 391 S. Rivt' net; >4 floor, Wilktibarre, FA IR702 
OTIS ftEEM 

Otis Rcem is my favorite -La band, not only because they effectively mix 
jai? r . hardcore, rock, suing and blues with their brand of new-sly led ska, 
but also because ?ne> c it wuh sudi an excel lent ear for catchy, solid 
music. The fir-; : .,. - aag$ here display their more silly, brainless, ultra- 
tlanccahlt- side they vrvjr.atcly balance that out with a powerful, slow 
old* i aliened bjjaj and with a remix of their ska/hardeore song "Per- 
sistence " that includes even less horns. 1 sort of liked the original better, 
just because the nerr-s ga-- e It a little extra flavor, The recording quality on 
all of these • : • . • • - ... a;: the delivery and the solos. The second side 
is a live re- r:n; which r.ut quite as perfect as I’d like to hearffom this 
bund The *. . - ' ■ -■ go« d for same of the instruments, but others 

ntcmixe-j' - - '-represented in their sound. Sometimes the energy 

level drops . . • ; wej: But there are some good moments in those 
three song? - . - -- :r.c energy really is there, amazingly so for a live 
recording; ar- : : . ji« 'hese guys elf being lop notch musicians, there 
are some :v- --'i'. " m merits where everything comes together into pure 
improvised • uver 4 .-pout, 901 Km# Mil t Stmt. Chapel Hilt, NC 27514 
PERMANENT SCAR 

Fast, meloj.. - re *;!p high, singing vocals. These guys could go on 
a bill with Evcracr and the “Govinda Hardcore Project” and anyone who 
liked one ar.-r. came : <et them would probably like the others, However, 
it’s pretty damn rzrr , less There are pure acoittlic parts that, are sort of 
pretty or cute i and even the most speedy distorted parts are in a 

major ke-. D-., _,i - ;-?■ '-ocals remind me of Ray on that damn "Ray and 
Poreell" re; c-rd ..••• aw t.s with the dram machine that everyone involved 
is probably as ham si Even the intricate melodic/metallic guitar lines 

remind me of P.-.e.j s playing on ihat record. Ai [east they don’t use a 
drum machine There are bursts of double bass drumming in'some places, 
that was une tyj, _vJ whenever ihe music docs have any power to it. 
it conies from ikr * icily , loltd drumming. The lyrics seem to be about 
difficulties in re be - - nips between people, as you rtijghi have predicted. I 
do like the pj.n;: .: . ur.es in an unassuming carboard sleeve with a 

Stamp on u that say s Permanent Sew,” Gret/t, address about 

prophecy of rage -‘Restless" 7” , 

What exaeily is a prophecy of rage? I hope it has some interesting deep 
meaning to the band members, because although it sounds imposing I can’t 
figure oui whir it „ c-jtd mean or refer to. The music here is definitely very 
aggressive, nudieir.rv with punchy drams and coarse guitars that, pack 
some power even though they dcm’i have quite as much bite or depth as 
they could. The singer it probably influenced by John Joseph from the 
CromHgs, although his voice comes across deeper and more choked up 
than the guy from Dare to Defy, and he also seems to be a little more 
com foil able with his position as singer. Throughout the first song and the 
beginning of the second, the songs are simple, with basic straightforward 
single guitar lines, but ihen for a brief moment they surprised me with a 
beautiful wash of impressive guitar harmonics before returning to their 
traditional format. That hinted at <i versatility they should really do some- 



thing with rather than playing music like so many other bands loday in the 
tough hardcore genre. There are moments in the third and Fourth songs 
where they add a bit of texture to their music again, as one guitar plays an 
octave higher. The lyrics of the first song deal with violent retribution to 
wards an individual member of a gang dial has been bullying other people; 
that’s something I wish would happen much more frequently, and if FOR 
are actually doing it. good for Them, they should open up a chapter where 1 
live. Mad Midi, Hagflbrrptrsirtiisc -Hi, 1096$ Berlin, Germany 

ROOSEVELT’S INAUGURAL PARADE 7" 

This is really melodic, emo/aiterantive rock and roll type stuff. The singer 
sings or, occasionally, screams, in a high, broken voice, a woman with a 
similar hut clearer and prettier voice sometimes joins him. and the guitars 
are barely distorted as they ploy their pretty melodies. Major key. pJeaseni 
Stuff. The lyrics mention teardrops, sadness and regret. I'm searching fur 
something else to say.,, well, the speed is midtempo, it’s executed smoothly 
enough, the recording is Ok... but what the fuck is it doing reviewed next 
to a "Prophecy of Rage" _T?!LiWAff Me Hills Echoed, address below 
SHIELD “Vamplresongs” CD 

Clear, well-played, well-recorded, original hardcore from Sweden— as I’ve 
learned to expect all Swedish hardcore to he. Shield play a complex mix- 
ture of acoustic and electric metal/hurdcore, at] very intricate mid melodic, 
and often quite pretty, It rarely builds ns any son of energy, but I can sue 
people who like smoother, more soothing “post- hardcore" really enjoying 
this... Their singer alternates a lot of speaking with some yelling, he pulls it 
off smoothly, and comes off as more vulnerable than anything else. Most 
of it seems pretty lighthearted, as the cover fa faux-scary picture m [he 
band members as vampires against a dark sky) indicates. There are places 
where 1 think the music becomes too whimsical, and ! fucking wish they'd 
left off the fifth song, a completely acoustic rock and roll pap tune/singaiong 
thing that sounds like fucking pop radio trash. I’m afraid that's w here this 
band’s musical sound may be heading,,. They have some socially concerned 
songs. Including (he entertainingly-titled vegetarian song "Die, dinner, die" 
and a disturbing song about sexual abuse of children thai has a weird a! 
most eerie major key ethereal guitar part In the middle that I could imagine 
hearing on a movie soundtrack Desperate Fight. address abenr 
SIX-O-ONE first demo 

Here we have a last-minute demo review. As with all. demo reviews, [he 
question here is not what’s wrong with it (horrible production and mix, 
horrible drum and guitar sounds, loose song structure and delivery, etc 
that make it unlis tenable), but what es right with it- -and [here are defi- 
nitely some promising elements here. The drummer employs unusual, ul 
tf&- hectic, cymbal-based beats, the prom i item bassist uses unusual chords 
and progressions, and the whole band plays in unusual time schemes,., in 
short, there's a lot of Blood let influence here, without it being un imitation 
That s great , tf you ask me; and if this band continues to evolve into ajo?/- 
influenccd, experimental hardcore band, they should be quire a 
ground breaking force to reckon with. Their songs spread: out. like H loodlet's 
or Stark weather's, into vast soundscapes tilled with constant changes in 
texture and mood. This band will either figure out how to become like all 
the generic hardcore bands out there today, or they will evolve into some- 
thing special... or. most likely, [hey will just break up like most young 
bands do. Pity, the band; 3i45 Quilici Rd, Rena. NY &95I I 

skipline “Incubation” cassette 

For a first release, this band is pretty tight, especially the drummer, whose 
internal consistency is especially dixecmable in rhe double bass pans. I Jow- 
ever, the guitarist seems to occasionally hit notes slightly out of place, 
unless that is deliberate, and if it’s not nty bad hearing they tend to slow 
down a bit here and there, The music is Ringworm-influenced straightfor- 
ward hardcore, with fast parts and slow parts and a slight metal edge, but 
no solos or anything. The guitarist adds in the occasional interesting sound, 
bui still seems to be finding an identity in that respect, The drums arc dear. 







although they could sound heavier, and the guitars ore mixed perfectly clear 
.ind heavy. The vocalist is the weakest link, as of now: his monotone man- 
ner of blurting out the words in the toughest-sounding voicu he. can muster 
juil doesn't express any emotion. and when he really gels into ft on the 
chorus of the first song) his voice starts to break, which still doesn't help 
much. The intro- and outro- dnciions arc both really well done atmospheric 
pieces., mixing unusual drum and guitar noises with samples to create a sort 
of Eastern musical flavor, band: P.0, &>* 360i4 i . StrmitSvdU, OH 44] 36 
SKURJ "Shattered Age 11 cassette 

l walked into an empty cafe where this hand was playing by accident once, 
anti live they were fucking Mistering punk ruck and roll. The l ape they 
gave me is toned down a little bit, but still good stuff, if you like punk rock 
and roll. It reminds me a lot of old Social Distortion, even the gravelly 
singing. Let alone the bluesy solos and catchy country style simple riffs, 
blow and then it r s too toned down, and a couple sougs strike me as rodio- 
fricndly in that Ranci#Green Day way, with (he quiet parts and the rock 
out chorus. The drum production could have been better. The other two 
details you need to know: there cue twelve full songs on this cassette, Skurj 
means “scourge" in Virginia punk jargon... just as one of the musicians 
spells his. mime “SltOI-" bend: PO. Pox / $24, Hares. V'Vl 23072 
THE S — T ROCKETS 7" 

B ratty, fast punk. You sort of know what you’re in for when you see the 
cover art, a Japanese animation- style drawing of a naked girl with a knife 
about to slab a sad looking naked lied-up guy... that is, if their name doesn't 
inform you first, The songs are put together in the light, pop punk rack and 
roll tradition. The ringing is annoying as hell, deliberately nasally and ea- 
rns mely obnoxious, and the lyrics are pretty silly as well in their descrip- 
tion of the band members ' romantic problems with nazi ski ne hicks The 
guitar plays basic three chord blues riffs, only fast and distorted so it will 
be M punk>" and throws in some blues solos as well The one part that l 
really liked, despite alt the silliness and the immature name, was the drum* 
ming; super fast, very punchy and powerful, eight, with a Jot of momen- 
tum, Their drummer should play in some old-fashioned rabble-rousing punk 
band that matches bis ability... say, the Mormons, Oh shu r where's their ad- 
dress??! Maybe ir!f tn the tsd they sent,. 

STORMCORE M To trie Point" CD 

This music is very much influenced by old and recent NY hard-core. There 
arc bursts of speed, like Straight Ahead once did, and lots of lough .sounding 
backup vocals, which are not always well integrated. into the songs. S chink 
Biohazard was also a heavy musical and lyrical influence here, because I 
can hear parts of i heir songs from (heir second album (say, "Shades of Grey" 
for example., and don't ask me how I know their songs, please!?) in here— 
far instance, in the beginning of she chorus or the fourth song on here. ( An- 
other example, from the: first song is their lyric "'In this country. Ihe land of 
the free, a trial for me'* Tm considered guilty!" whe^e she original Biohazard 
lyrics read “in [his country, Ihe land of ihe free, V m an innocent man ar- 
rested; guilty n Other than that, the fourth song is one of the songs 1 Like 
morei it begins with a vaguely threatening bluesy guitar solo, and has more 
variety in tenure than the other songs... lyncaLly, at is a rejection of orga^ 
ni zed religion, challenging, "God. I wanna see you now!" Elsewhere in iheir 
lyrics they discuss haling themselves, haling people who smb them in the 
Mick, and basing the cops. Probably ihe best song on here is ihe one sung in 
Spanish, and E feel that if more of the songs had been sung in a language 
they felt more comfortable with, they might have come out more smoothly, 
] would recommend ihat ihis band work on developing an individual style of 
iheir own. and on getting a dearer, thicker recording next time 
Htirdiide Records, Dtifcid Maniella, 22 Alt re dt Mnurepas. 3570Q Renats. Fra net 1 
STRONGAPM “Alone me rtf 1 ' CD, am! “Division'* 7" 

Today [ was in a drugstore, and ihey were selling this in the “Rock and R & 
B" section. I ll iry lo Look past that, but it's interesting to note that Chris- 
tian hardcore bands seem to gel a lot more financial backing ihan others... 




Do you think i bat's a fair advantage? If it comes from ihe support of the 
rich Christian infrastructure of our Western society, they can hardly call 
themselves "counterculture," can they? More like a force from the main- 
stream sent in to subvert us from wiihin. lo seduce us as "rebels” into re- 
luming io the same traditional morals that have governed our people for 
the iasi two thousand fucking years. This theory of mine would he wrong if 
the financial power and business clout it look so get this C D into the drug- 
store all came from the hard work of hardcore individual.* who live com- 
pletely against the grftih and just happen to be Christian, but how likely is 
Eh at? Anyway. V m sure that even if that is the case in the grand scheme of 
things, Strongarm isn't aware of it; they seem pretty sincere and for reaL 
The music is. if you can imagine it. a mix of Tension with she new Earth 
Crisis full length (and I mean ihe latter comparison m the best possible 
way, if such a thing is possible at all). The record comes in wlih a Snapcase- 
esque harmonics melody over a goiigcrash. which is really powerful From 
there on you hatre a mix of melodic yei heavy guitar work with .straightfor- 
ward dance able chunk-chunk open -E-chord Syracuse -.style metallic 
hardcore. The singer alternates screaming in a deep, strong voice, with 
speaking very seriously and convincingly. The mix and recording quail sy 
are perfect, and the songs are solid and well -put together as well. with 
more than enough complexity and twists to be original The lyrics sfc de- 
cently written and tactfully restrained in their discussion of Christian is- 
sues such as crises of faith. The packaging is also perfect, with good art- 
work. Three songs from this full-length also came out on a T: they aren't 
any different from the ones on the full length, and so the T seems like 
nothing more than a ploy 10 pull in the vinyl-only crowd... sounds like a 
trick Shelter would pull The botiom line is - : Strongurm is a great W& 
hardcore band, hands down, but if they want to be taken seriously as a 
member of the hardcore community rather than only the Christian commu- 
nity, maybe they'd heEter get the hell off their large-scale Christians -only 
record label and .start taking part in more than just playing similar music. 
Come. SirongamiL join the hardcore community— well welcome you with 
open arms, even those of us who disagree wiih your religious views. What- 
ever you do. don’t give skeptics like me more reason to believe that Chris- 
tian hardcore bands are nothing more than sheep in wolves clothing, sent 
into our community lo steal the younger kids and take them back with you 
to your religious cull. Tooth ami Nad, address show 
SWITCH STYLE 7 M 

There are some reaLly fast parts on l his record, like Strife or Abhinanda do, 
with the drums going double time and the guitars alternating biasing open 
chords with chunky builds. These parts alternate wmh .slower, more rhyth- 
mic grooving pans, someitmes inters perked with harmonics, similar to 
Snapciise The firs* and third songs have more of ihe second parts, the 
second has more of the first. One singer has a pretty strong, deep shouting 
voice, and j very simple, traditional approach to his lines, ihe other has a 
higher, more choked up voice, and they shout the choruses together. It's all 
pretty well done and recorded, and comes off without a hitch. HI bet if this 
was heavily advertised in the US it would be as popular as alt the other 
stuff in l his vein h over here. The one obvious drawback is the lyricist's 
clear lack of familiarity with English; he should work on that, and in the 
meantime, I diink it would be just fine if they sang in Japanese® 1 under* 
s-tand English is more widely understood, bet ihe> could just have a fnend 
write out translations for them to pnnt in the liner notes. 

H.C. Feet. 40 i Hon^n-M. 2*36*2 huyoTCho. Hakoho. Takyn S64. Japan 
TENSION “Trie Slckn&fts of Our Ag*" 7 1 ’ 

We all know these recordings of thes* songs, they’ve been all around on a 
series of demos and compilation tracks for the last couple of years. They 
are a good hand, their fast playing, high-pitched impassioned screaming, 
super-catchy choruses, and decorative guitar harmonic touches make them, 
stick out from the rest as memorable and exciting- Their singer speaks 
cl-carly and seems to care, and the whole band is obviously working hard; 



Ihtse qualms help (heir exec Bendy composed songs to come off with youth* 
fu l excitement and conviction. During the final song, which deals convinc- 
ingly with ihc mistreatment and betrayal of Native Americans, they build 
to a powerful emotional climax. 1 would strongly encourage this band to 
hurry up and get some new music into the hands of the public, before wc 
decide that they arc just going (o uy to Jive off of files* songs forever. It 
already looks like they're doing that, so time is short. Also, although the 
Cover is a well -chosen photograph of a pair of men throwing stones at a 
tank, there is no explanation inside of what is taking place in the picture or 
why. The lyric sheet includes the slogan "One man's terrorist is another 
man's freedom fighter," hut wc don 't need slogans: we need to be educated 
about world events, so that wc can take an active role in improving our 
planet. Because Tension does not help us to understand what is taking place 
on the cover, it comes off as if they only used it for the image rather than to 
make a statement. Endless Fight, P.O. box mi. QtdSaxbrook, CT0647S-SOS3 
UNSETTLED 7” 

Messy, often super-fast, slightly grindy punk. I can see these guys playing 
a show with Hatchetface, although Unsettled would have to open. The singer 
has a similarly raspy, strained voice, although his is even more trebly. They 
frequently break into slow- metal parts, which gives their songs the variety 
(hey need to be interesting. Some may find their messy execution off-put- 
ting, but l find it refreshing. When I’ve listened to too many pretentious, 
complex, boring heavy metal bands. J just put this on and it completely 
clears my system out. Some of it reminds me a of a punfcer version of 
Corrosion of Conformity from their earliest days, if anyone can remember. 
The recording is just barely clear enough for the listener to be able to fig- 
ure out what's going on almost all the time ([ can’t remember if this was 
recorded on a four or eight track)... but that just adds to the raspy, raw tone 
of the whole thing. The lyrics are simple and direct, but unlike some of the 
other bands in this issue's reviews, who seemed at least aware of the occa- 
sional silliness and over-simplification of their lyrics, I don’t think Un- 
settled are really aware of how funny it is when (hey have a song with the 
sole lyrics being "Fighting to stay alive, face down in the gutter, forced 
into the streets by society, by society." My apologies if any of Ihe band 
members ate actually lying face down in the gutter at this moment, forced 
there "by society." Passive Fist. P.O, Box 9311. Savmwh. CA 11412 
VEIL T' 

The beginning, with a bass line played as guitar chords are held and then 
paused, reminds me of the beginning of the second Chorus of D. 7", but 
the similarity stops there. Before you know it a drum roll has ushered the 
listener into a super-fast hardcore part, with the singer yelling at (he (op of 
his lungs in a convincing, youthful voice, in the details, the whole arrange- 
ment sounds more like 90 ’s hardcore than 80’s hardcore, though. There are 
slower more metallic parts thai emphasize that. And. shit, the second song 
starts with the stereotypical acoustic introduction that hardcore ripped off 
from metal You know, if these bands would just go straight into (he song, 
these days it would be not only more powerful but also even unexpected. 
The whole song is a lot slower and more at mo spherief’e motional” than the 
first one, with a loi of acoustic guitar spread through it, and it jusi doesn't 
have the energy of the first one... but just when you had gi ven it up for lost, 
they throw in a little burst of hyperspeed at the end to get your hopes up. 
They need to do more of that and less fucking around! The rest of the 
record is pretty much similar: good Fast parts, occasional interesting 
midternpo metallic pans, and slower parts that get a little dull. The liner 
notes are in tere sting; there we learn that (he singer is named Raoul, that he 
and another member a« Krishnas, that their bassist not only is wearing a 
life. love. regret, Unbroken shin in his photo but also uses his seciion of 
ihe insert to announce love, trust .broken. pa in.", and that (heir drummer is 
a Long-haired guy who uses his section of the insert to be very defensive in 
case anyone criticizes the band for having him. a "non- hardcore guy," as 



the drummer. Also — what do you think the name of their record label is 
supposed to imply? Hmm... Finally, (he secret message in (he matrix of 
their record is (hat Nietzsche misquote that I printed on the back of an old 
issue of Inside From after I heard it from Scott of Rloodlet. That's hiluri 
ous if they got it from Inside From... Nietzsche did not say that! 

Threesome, P.O. Box 5284 6130 PC SHmuI Holland 

WALLSIDE M ." 7" 

This record stans out with a cute, major key, pop punk sounding melodic 
part, and even when it launches into the fast part of (hat song it's still major 
key and pop punk sounding, though the singer is screaming in that broken 
Ebullition voice about bow he's "fading away.” The bass is pretty loud in 
the mix, and sounds like funk bass, which doesn’t really work. The second 
song is similar, and although it doesn't sound quite as cute as the begin- 
ning of the first one did the funk bass is doing its thing twice as much, 
There I* a good part in that song where they hit l be listener with a sudden 
burst of speed. I liked the second side more, the major key/funk buss stuff 
was more restrained and the hectic energy was thus more ettip hasized. Tltenf 
were some parts irhere where the singer sounded like he really meant it. 
The record comes with a little bookie) of lyrics, quotes, and a couple set. 
tences from (he record label, describing his goals as self-reliance and 
independence from large scule media control, that seem sincere. 

...And At! the Hills Echoed P.O. Box 40 J 304. Redjord. Ml 4X243 

WITHSTAND ' Into My Own” 7" 

Gorgeous green vinyl. This record begins with an excellently played das 
si cal guitar part, (hat goes on long enough to be appreciated before the 
heavy guitars we all expected crash in. The mix is a bii unbalanced to- 
wards the vocals, which arc shouted very clearly, almost as i! tht'y :irc fu.sl 
being spoken loudly. The music is straightforward midternpo '90's hardcore, 
and when it comes in it has some force, but it doesn't vary enough to qutte 
maintain its momenlum all the way (o end, The second song has some 
interesting rhythms in it, the drummer actually sounds like he is playing 
African drum fills at some points, which I think is great fits probably just 
that his toms have an unusual sound, but die result is ihe same). I found 
myself just listening to the drummer's confident fills through the whole 
song {except when a misplaced and overdone heavy metal solo intetupted 
me, buL that only lasted a couple seconds), he definitely has a noiabl and 
interesting style. It’s not too fancy, bin as I said it's confident, and he knows 
the right things to do at ihe right (titles to make it interesting. The second 
sang in general has more variety and texture than (be first, which makes it 
more interesting. This band still has a distance to travel to reach the level 
of skill they need, but it’s their first 7”, so we ll sec. I would recommend 
that the singer work on being able (0 bring more variety to his vocals, ami 
that the band work on lightening up song structure and delivery a bit. It 
doesn't sound like they're trying to play exactly in the style «f any of the 
generic varieties of hardcore that are so prevalent today, so maybe they can 
go somewhere good. Fist Held Hi R h, P.O, Box 2612. Madison Wl 1J70I 

AS WE SPEAK/IGNQRANCE NEVER SETTLES split 7" 

The AWS song starts with a fast bass tine, then a snare drum roll usfscs in 
speedy melodic hardcore with loudly spokenfs homed vocals that carry some 
emotion effectively. The mix is clear and good enough Dial it doesn't hold 
the band back at ail. There's a slower part in the middle, hut die pace never 
Joses its momentum. On a second 1 1 slcn, the two guitars are both addins; 
lots of details and flourishes that really add texture; it's a job well done. 
IMS's singer has a more throaty screaming style, and ihe band is a little 
slower and more metallic. The recording quality and skill here are still 
good, though, making this a good record. Their song is about how (he US 
government is evil for not admitting lo us that they have aliens from outer 
space locked up. or something like that. When their singer pauses to apeak 
in a self-righteous young voice aholil this injustice. I'm reminded of my 
worst fear that hardwire kids will become so wrapped up in subjects that 
have no relevcnce (o their own lives or anything they can affect that the 




whole scene wiJ I jus* come to nothing. The packaging is decrafr it gives w 
the informaiion and lyrics we need from each band. 

Winter, 30 Me tn with Court, London. Qiitana, Canada. S6C-6A7 

CO R N ERST ONE/UNIT P ft IDE split T 

Cornerstone needs to mix Iheir vocals lower, so that we cm bear the rest of 
the band belter... if you 1 ve heard She Halfmasi song on the Inside Front W8 
CD. you It know what I mean . In fact, the two hands sound remarkably 
similar- straight forward guitar lines, yelling vocals that arc certainly old 
fashioned, but indicate that the singers might both do well to work on feel 
jng a link more comfortable with really letting loose, and riffs and song 
structures that both betray so obvious affinity for Hfi 1 s hardcore... Youth of 
Today sura does come to mind? Of the two hands. I’d say Cornerstone is 
the more developed, in that they throw in some memorable moments: a 
good buildup on the Crash symbol in the llrsl song and a good chorus on 
the second song that alternates a catchy slogan {“don't you ever say you 
were" I with a guitar harmonies pan... and get this, in the background dur- 
ing the harmonics part, iheir singer screams and really does let loose tltts 
lime. II think he may have been helped out by a little vocal distortion this 
time, hut I’m not sure). The Unit Ftide song comes in with a great throaty 
ia Gooo!" fc and goes on to a more authentic sounding 80's fast hardcore song, 
catchy breakdown at the end included. Now, new jack that I am. I never 
listened to Unit Pride, so I honestly don't know if this is a new recording or 
an old one, and Lost & Found don't tell us in the liner notes cither. My 
overall impression from this 7" is that while this is the same thing Mainsrrike 
is doing — playing SO"- 1 ? straightforward, sincere hardcore in the 90's— 
Mpinslrikc comes off as having intentions that are at least dearer if not 
possibly more honest ( as 1 honestly don't know what l-OSi and Found does 
for hardcore besides taking money and committed hands like Cornerstone 
away from il»,.. and Mainslrike is also, at this point in lime, a better and 
more skilled hand- 

OUTCA5T7ZAO ’The Tl* That Binds’ 11 split 7 ja 

Zao play a long, sprawling song with a shaky, uncertain instrumental pan 
in she middle that they would have been belter off without The song comes 
in alternating moments of quiet acoustics with hursts of screaming and 
distortion, and that is welL done except for a couple moments when the 
band docinU quite come in tight together. 'Ittey go from there into a straight 
hardcore part, the singer screaming, with words being spoken in the back- 
ground more smoothly This works well enough mo. Near the end of the 
song the singers voice starts to really break up and crack. The song enda 
with a restrained guitar solo in the background, its sound and position in 
the mix, are nontradiiional and it comes out sounding a bit like a violin. The 
musicians in Outcast seem more confident the song structure and execu- 
tion is a lilt structure and execution is a little tighter and there are some 
interesting guitar flourishes here and there. Their music is also a touch 
more metallic than Zao, as far as the riffs themselves go. Their singers, 
however, are Jess solid: every once and a while one of them sings like he 
really mean it, but more frequently one or both of them is singing in an 
unconvincing death metal voice, or, in parts of the second song; singing 
like iheyVe in a rock and roll band, which doesn't really fit. This is a re- 
lease from a new hardcore label from a Christian perspective the liner 
notes read: "My power Is there for you to grab ahold of. Your generation is 
dying faster than any other. Ynur generation is going to take the world to 
the brink of destruction. If you don't stand and scream ihe truth, then the; 
blood is on your hands/' E can see where they re coming from here, even if 
I don't believe in God. That stuff about our generation is W% true. 
Steadfast, 1 129 Middle Ave. r Elyria. Off 44035 
STRAIGHTEDGE AS FUCK COMPILATION II CD 
Straightedge hardcore, 1990's style, is represented at its purest by the Swed- 
ish bands, if you ask me: and here they all are on one CD, It’s by no means 
an entirely solid CD. as there are twelve bands on it, hut there n some 
realty good material here,, and you have to give the label credit for giving 



a || the new hands ex po.su re here. You cm see how far music in this region 
has come by comparing this music to the original "SXE as Fuck" compila- 
tion, which had fewer bands* lower sound quality, generally weaker song 
structure. Shield sounds like their latest full length here, only much better: 
the same goes for Doughnuts, although they still can’t shake that slightly 
murky sound that follows them everywhere. Now, here ! .s an idea that l 
hope they hear and think about in Umea: why don’t Shield, who always 
have the best fucking production I’ve heard from Sweden, produce ihc 
ncx? Doughnuts record? Other than that, Doughnuts sounds really good: 
ihe vocals are confident and strong, the music is light and well-put-io- 
gether, and the lyrics to this song are really fucking good too: "sometimes 
I hate myself with my eyes wide open, hut with my eyes closed... I die 11 
Abhinartda sounds rushed here, as they do on iheir new CD' there are some 
great parts in the sang, bus overall it’s Sacking something. Final Exit are 
ihc real fucking heroes here: they premier m old-fashioned hardcore song, 
like their ftill-lengtfr only twice as hard and direct... it has a great alternat- 
ing guitar pan chat sounds completely original, even in the hands of sudi 
an "o Id- fashioned" band The lyrics arc the real kicker: "No thought out 
plan, n<> pointed fingers, no questions asked, no answers given. No reasons 
why. no right or wrong— if we play LEiul will you sing along? Be 
cause that's, all you wans, that's all you need: your comfortable identity. 
You Ihink you’re strong 7 111 prove you wrong— sing along!" At the break- 
down, the singer announces Thai the rest of the song contains nothing origi- 
nal, and that they are only pandering to tradition, and they launch into a big 
sing-atong part! Imagine all site fucking kids singing along as the vocalist 
points in Iheir faces and proves his point... this is incredible, in one minute 
they present everything that's wrong with hardcore, and even buck it tip 
with ironic proof. The singer is so wrong to announce the end of the song 
contains nothing original— it is completely original, everything hardcore 
was meant to be: a spitting in the face of tradition „ dearly and passionately 
presented, with nothing held sacred as everything is held up to the highest 
standards, 'the other bands on (he CD, including Refused. Purus am, and 
others, each play their own version of the Swedish 3 99€ r s hardcore sound, 
with varying success... except fur a weird pop punk band with a Icmaie 
vocalist, that sounds like Green Day. Desperate Fight. arfdnx,* above 

To sum Up: my lop Itv* favorite releases for ibis issue are: 

1 Final Exil song on the new Desperate Frghi CD comuifeiien 
£, Congress LP 

3. Nations on Fire CD 

4 . MaibStnk* 7 " 

5. Final Ex<t CD 

US hardcore bad better do something qu*ck to catch upF 

Calvin and Hobbes 
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Thin, from one of the greatest medio figures of all! You would 
dunk Cahin would he more concerned with job security. 




iS .1 



ARISE Weird metakortf with shitty voeab. Too glaimfly far me. 

Arise sho >*. : . and i can tell they 'ie trying to be! different, which 
can be an aw cv: ] get the feeling though, that chey’ic lining too 

hard 1 i .. ■ - ; , ih e music i s rmi very ligh t, and the songs just 

don't “' ■ _ - n had. hell Tve heard far worse ihfln this. fm 

remind: ■ hi Newer 1 4„ But why ihe hell do they cover 

a Celtic r *; ’* Ar>e. 2b Farrington Si. Frank lie, Ma. 02038 
CLAY 1 ■ :t wjss funny that this is on "Boot to Head' 

Record? - ■ - J . --j in the logo. Nice packaging though. Sec- 
ondly, jua^-.: . - ' • si Clay is a Christian hand, Immediately Tin 

reminded __ = - - 1 ns blond. who 1 dig. The vocals remind me a 
loUsfHjiJif. - :■< me music. There are pura where this guy speaks 

in a bii . : . ■ . _ --tans roaring again. The music is midtempo 

metak-cri’ - . ~i ■->- hi n\ vocals/hell. on earth vocals. They show 

some dt-ctr: . - „,:..-.iraid-to-tnkc-musicfll-ohances altitude.. Not 

bad aid: -> - . Kncs. Bui thafsthier problem, nm mine. 

5S to CL V- Dr Anna, II. 62906 

COLD AS _ - = heard from this infamous Detroit band, 

* ho w ■ ' ■ ■ c '• 1 id bal 1 song 1 CTYC R IP’ . which was abou t 

ihi.' tkjLi* z: r — - 1 n Anyway this is CAL without Ron and it'$ 

pretty «■: *: ~i hanScorc mixed with some Negative Approach 

aJid c'-r _ hr own in. Tliey sing mostly about ihu perils 

of druc : . t ....... .h I imagine they see a lot of in Detroit 

COLD F»C h " . .me wito no lyrics, no thanks list, no lineup, 

nod- 1 n £ ” ■ ■ • - - ; than growling over the slow, rockish NYC HC 

^ : influence. He sounds u little like Life of 

- » ■" ' - nipbop style. Kin da like Sub-Zero, but bcl- 

■ x up some pretty good riffs, once in awhile, Fm 
" _i I’m nni sickened, either. 3£ to po box 564266, 
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■: ! guess I don't need io review this advance 
. * : : ’i f tne in char press 'kit 1 “'A dynamic fast 
: xc vocals ami rhythmic hooks." I call it a piece 

- s r. in .u ; Ram(Ofles/Smastii ng Pumpkins dog shit. A f- 

- it. f ■. : I encourage all the hardcore lads in Boston 

y:i- me shit oulta this band and steal their equip - 
^ P- box 144 State House. Boston MA. 02133 
=■ » the numbers metally moshmetd r straight outta 
naiir to IftnUfe and many otberNYC bands, with 
■ : " - = ‘nj.n l can stomach. With many bands out 



their j ■ you really need to strive for something 

belter -j . - r. . ?-.•■: >i;ngs are pretty fuckin’ lung, too tong for 

- - _ : i kc ‘Of M i ue and Men * or something. These 

■ --- ■ Furs 3 Kimberly Dr.. Asbury Park NJ 0770 

GRIDLOCK Goc ie warding an ihis four song tape. Slower Mas*, area 
haiLi- - —nunmg. ok vocals. Lois of back -up shouting on. 

thts. ».«_ _ i_ ~-i- ' r . . i-sonaJ 2.x bass. No I bad for a first effort from 
this > . r . ii-;' .I. it, they nnght have something. Thcv thiuik 

the C -■ -e. au se Not Bl:oodbox>k 1 but the Cleveland 

Mcianr ■ f Bloodbook. They also sound a IttUc like 

Ilsa ‘ ■ - - bmd, Hard Response Not as melodic though. I’ve 

bean: - ■ r-r ^O^CHtsdiii^MA. 

HQU RC i - 1 1 h^tn i thought iCd be. A fter sed ng them I iv« 

1 figLre; ~ ....-■ doesn 't. People ka^p tol ling me they sound like 

Gfc- ar t. - . . r . ■ ' ■ . : *■' me very much , as 1 1 vc never heard On ;und- 

MythtFig Anyway, this it pretty original sounding 
hardrare ■ - ■ ; , ^rord progressions and dilfcTent dviingo. limn 

whai i - , : : zt^i The vocals remand rraj of Chris Elba, which 

mean' :r~: . _ ■ - -. n&irse scrciLming. Some of this souiubs kinda 

dpjam v - - - , - . - gn>ai | ■ m also remindled of Dcodguy wh Ich 

is grta: ^ r riesensed in thai I'm gonna use big words to con- 



iuse ya 1 style that too many bands try to pull yff Big words or not. 1 could still 
tell whit tchy were talking iboui, which is the degradation of the individual by 
the majority, and the degntdariun of women, and how uishamed they fed to be 
me. despile this, one of them is wearing a Side By Side shirt on the cover 
MikeZebrowski. 100 Bering Avo Kenmore NY 14223 
JUNK This is a Czechoslovak jari hardcore band that sings in their uative 
tongue, the film to cverasiiuult this pair of Yankee cars. Nice full color pack- 
aging, decent production. I'm not quite sure who they sound like, but they 
have mostly midtempo drumming, offbeat tempos combined with chunky 
riffs and quite a few lead* and proficiem gtiitar nourishes. This h better than 
I thought it'd be. The tape comes with bilingual lyrics, and a little ex plan a- 
lion after each song. They even ahve a sofig about how we should be nice to 
retarded people 1 try to be, except when they start drooling an ntu,,, Day 
Alter Rent'd*. Horska 20, 352 01 Ax, Ciscch Republic, Europe 
MAIN STRIKE - ■‘‘Youth Crew 95" Older Mounding, fast pim/jiJtjw pan 
straight edge hardcore from Europe. A poor recording and an overall Jack u f 
any distinctive churaatrisEics deprive me from unjoying this. I cun't hale it 
Iqo much though, what with little Calvins all-over the lyric slttttl. Commit- 
ment Records, VtssLeeg 12. 631 1 Da Arnhem 

OUTLAST “Conspiracy” More European straight edge. Five songs with a 
murky recording that holds this back. In a Youth Of Today vein musically, 
with a slighi effect on the vocals, kinds like the No Escape demo. This was 
recorded at two different places, and the last three songs have a much worse 
recording quality than the l$i couple Very fast in plxee* with lots of bass 
leads where everything else drops away. This isnT had. its just not that 
overwhelming. Also, the lyrics are in a sdf-pi tying, Tm alone, weak, and 
crying" vein that makes me wanna heal them up and steal (hen equipment 
The music doesn't In wiih site lyrics. Its weird how so many European 
bands seem to have such a good grasp of the English language, when sc? 
many American bands are content to sing about [hear subject matter in very 
retarded, comical ways,, , Uprising Tapes cfo H, Lmdcjvlsi, Raitarc^. 112 
583 30 Linkciping, .Sweden 

QUARANTINE Lousy recording on this four-song ckmo. Anti-govt, lyrics 
in an original kind of way, wflh m ami -smoking song also. Fine by me. 
vocally rtminesccnc of SFA. Musically, chugga chugga stuff with ofcasi<?nal 
burst of speed and double bass daimming, alt droundirig in i shitty, murk v 
mix. Quarantine, p.o. box 19M\, San Diegt? p Ca. 92159 
RESPECT Painfully bad Polish si might edge me l stilish hardcorL:. I'm 
gonna try to go easy on them because they're Polish md everything,., 
ihix is just really slow and rl fails It? keep me interesleri. The tecording 
isn't that bad. This sounds maybe u 1 title tike Judge with h Polish aceeni 
and no fast pan?. J wonder if Europeans laugh at American when they 
try to speak French, or Polish For that matter. Ah, who cares Resfttct c/ 
o Unshaken Dbtn)., Madej DiLegcelewsfci, Kiekzew I 19, $2-633 Wr/aca 
Wlk, Poland 

SACTO HOODS- Eight songs on this tape, induding ihe Mud bull version 
of ihe AF song, '‘Friend or Foe.. This is very, vay basic hardctsre with a fai 
of last infest -like pans. Thv mnsh parts on this tape- arc all the Mime this 
sounds quire a hit like old Sick Of K All, cxccpl that these fucks drag thdir 
songs out too long, doing the same parts over ami over, if they cut the songs 
down I'd Like this a lot more, because they definitely have tons of raw- vio- 
lent aggression. The recording is also raw, but you can gut away with it 
when you piny this kind of hardcore. 2$ to Mike 6565 Fordham Way, Sucre- 
men to, CA. 95831 

SECOND TO NONE -Thu Bomb '95 

Shit like this has no business even calling itself hardcore This is nothing 
more than a bargain-basement rap group with guitars and drums. Terrible 
musiiinship. This shit makes Body Count -sound good. As a m alter of fact 
dje.se motherfuckers probably love Body Count and Biohazard, Shin y re- 
cording quality doesn't help (his either. Man, I'm trying to find something, 
ANYTHING jittid co say about this piece of shiC and I just can't. I hare to 
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drill hand? that are just starting out and could use a good review, but this 
sucks. Second To None c/o Joe, 1 12 Summit Conn, Lakewood NJ, 0870 1 
SHUTDOWN There have boon as least three other bands by I his name, 
f*™ Canada, England,. and Rochester (ahem i, l guess these shltibs live in a 
Anyway, (he tape marts off with a very recognisable sample 
he Crow' . The singer sounds really young, like a young Ralphictlfom 
D), Lois of speed wish nonmoshy slow pans, l can't tell what he's 
about because ihe tape came without a cover. Nol thin bad. They 
achieve great things if they keep at it. Or they could end up sounding 
Like Into Another. Who can say. F chord riffage in parts also, with crash 



shit gain" on." No. they don't. Spire* c/o John Mcneece, 4 10 N. Brunough 
Si.. Tallahassee, Fl 3230] 

STANDPOINT Opened Doors -Very mellow non-hardcore stuff on this 3 
songs cape. Decent packaging, lyrics mcLuded. Soft an it is. E Jike this quite a 
hit. The female ringer rounds like Diana Ross . There 4 s occasional male 
backups cm this, hut I think Riley (the singer) sounds better by herself. as the 
backups kinda clash with the female crooning. Standpoint, 28 Tudor Drive, 
Wayside NJ. 07712 
THROWBACK Pay Your Dues 

Fyui songs from this Albany area hand., which seems to be the standard # of 





cymbal instruction. Shutdown c/o Mark Scondotio. 2668 E 2 1st Sl Bklyn 
NY I 1235 (716)934-6568 

SPIREX Another geeky demo that came with a press kit. I’d swear that it 
says 'Inside Frann Hardcore Fanzine* or something to that effect tin the front 
of this zme. So why the hell are nerds like this sending us their rehashed 
Primu^KMFDM inspired do^ hit? Actually this could sound listenahic if it 
weren't for the fucking lemhlc whiny, screechy Crueifucks type vocals, This 
is a two man band with no 



tracks for most of the demos I 've retrieved Tor this issue. Nice packaging, 
although no lyrics STiey'vc got a son^ called ' Rectified Judgement ’ about 
racism h lhfl£ could be a lot belter if the lyrics weren't so rote. "We aim down 
with that racial bullshit" The sentiment is in the nght place. 

10 express themselves better . As with Fury Of V and Second to 
that hip hop feel Em this, nos as cheesy as Second to 

...2 .L j4nnklj* SrnL-t If I UrnC 1 1 ctl I Wl J _ 

demo, it “ J probably a bullhead Nothing rare and exotic, bus def initcly 
edible and wonh keeping . Ed £ 5 18) 272-855 I 



Anthem #4: Firm off. il’i true that if you're long out of high school and 
have intellectual or esoteric lasses Ehat this probably won't appeal to you 
much. That said, this is a very sincere sxc-kid L rinc, well done and without 
the embarassi ng faults of most other 'zincs in the genre. The kids who do 
this are positive and for real, and that makes all [he difference in milking 
palatable the articles and commentary about “remaining true to SXE" :*nd 
such. The show 1 reviews and reviews of the latest hardcore records also go 
into more depih chan most Max R4tR reviews, thank God. and there ss a 
good news section as well. Also contained here are a well-reasoned debate 
on Christianity, and interviews with PainStuke and Peaceful Nonexistence 
that don't offer too much. Bu! this ’zinc is continuing to improve, and it 
definitely wins an award for being she only one with X\s everywhere that 
doesn't make me cm harassed of my own subculture, postage S to David, 
10025 Thomas Payne Circle. Charlotte, NC 2^277 (ph JO^-846-l 170) 

Anil #6: If you To looking, to make the “best" hardcore zinc of the 1 9fXVs. 
Norm Arenas' "Anti" would be the one 10 best. The layout is absolutely 
clear, interesting, and professional, likewise for the printing and photogra- 
phy, and the writing is perfect journalism. There’s u whole day's worth of 
reading here: in-depth profiles (Rolling Stone magazine-style) of ancient 
hardcore band Cause for Alarm and pop band Samuel, a few good letters 
(Jame.s/Moo Cow writing very intelligently on how difficult it is to avoid 
being implicated in animal exploitation, a member of Grange 9mm com- 
plaining about meaning... wait, wasn't it their singer who jumped on Mike 
Cheese's girlfriend’* head' 1 )and a silly letter (Todd from pop band Gamcface 
saying that Anti’s review of his band made him cry, and Norm idling Todd 
that he loves him), a million ads, very detailed and interesting interview* 
with Chris Toliver (who tells about his n.-tf to power as a professional pho- 
tographer), Shudder to Think, Sick of it All (who, if you've seen their latest 
MTV video, are busy trying to leach Americas television youth how to mosh 
just like they do in NYC), Pored! of Shelter (.who talks a link about grow- 
ing up in NYC, but mostly about his experiences with drug use after Youlh 
of Today and before he joined the Hare Krishna}, and Snapcase, The exten- 
sive reviews also go into depth, and to top Hall off ihis issue comes with a 7" 



with cover songs by Shades Apart {dull, second rate melodic hardcore) and 
Resource lion (who just can't measure up to Minor Threat, sorry!). Despite 
all that; this magazine still leaves some thing so be desired, at least in |he 
easc of sociopaths like myself: lots of the bands covered seem to he the 
more pop music/accessible type, not realty offering anything truly challeng- 
ing (Elia! is. truly hardcore ,i to our musical or cultural world, and above all 
Norm often comes off as melodramatic and unnerving I_v soft and cuddly. All 
that makes for a useful and friendly 'zine, and I’m sure Norm is a solid gold 
gus. hut L personally Mill like my hardcore to come with some fucking teeth 
in It. An amazing magazine, all the same- E believe Norm is taking a tittle 
while off. se well see where Anti goes... $3 to Anti, 151 First Avenue Suite 
107, New York. NY 10003 ...to 212-627-3206 

Anxiety Closet #6: This magazine has suddenly swollen to an unruly size, 
compared to the lust issue... I he pnnlis finally readable too, thank God. It's 
still filled with weird clip art and ads. brief confusing opinions and stories 
from kids who seem to be mentally a little disconnected, poetry that is some- 
limes decently polirieiiL sometime* a hit funny, and often just moronic, and 
other weird random bits and pieces of prose and pictures from a generally 
quirky vegan sse-kid perspective. I Find all that to be a lit tie annoying in 
such a big dose. The reviews art- the worst pad. they really didn't say much 
useful Bui there's some ■ ■■Ehef stuff here: u well-researched an d -presented 
article encouraging veganism, a couple intelligent discussions on subjects 
like the death penalty , and some interviews The Cornerstone. S nape are. 
and Unbroken imer. iews were brief and didn’t say any thing that better in- 
terviews with ihese hands hadn't said before, but in the Integrity interview 
(featuring on emborassme photn of Dwid with a computer-added floral back 
ground) the editor got him io say □ lot of interesting things about ihe role of 
hardcore a.s a genuine a Item alive to mainstream society. Finally, there was 
she interview with Indianapolis Hardline: the interviewee comes oil at first 
as being well spoken, if a little extreme in his views, but then spouts this 
shit: "... Hardline does not hate homosexuals. We oppose deviant sexual acts 
like homosexuality (not homosexuals J that stray from the natural order. Sex 
is intended for procreation... Sodomy and oral sex are nonproductive ,' r US- 




TEN. YOU PIECE OF SHIT, A GAY MAN OR WOMAN IS NOT “GO- 
ING AGAINST NATURE" BY BEING GAY. HE OR SHE WAS “MADE" 
GAY BY MOTHER NATURE. WHO ELSE? YOU THINK EVERYONE 
OF THE THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF GAY PEOPLE IN THIS 
NATION DECIDED ON THE! R DESIRES THEMSELVES. DESPITE THE 
HEAVY STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH HOMOSEXUALITY IN OUR 
SOCIETY? AND HOW IS IT YOU HATE HOMOSEXUALITY WITH- 
OUT H ATING HOMOSEXUALS.,. | SUPPOSE. LIKE CHRISTIAN EX- 
TREMISTS. YOU "LOVE - ' THEM ENOUGH TO WANT TO RESCUE 
THEM FROM THEIR VERY NATURES. AND FORCE THEM TO LIVE 
A LTFE STYLE Til AT IS CONTRARY TO THEIR DESIRES— THAT WILL 
LEAVE THEM UNHAPPY FOR THE REST OF THEIR LI VES— IN OR* 
DER TO MAKE THE WORLD MATCH UP WITH YOUR CLOSGD- 
M ENDED SICK NEO-NAZI DREAM OF EVERYONE LIVING ALIKE.’ 
WHY MUST WE ONLY HAVE SEX FOR PROCREATION? WHAT DO 
WE OWE TO YOUR GOD OR DOGMA THAT REQUIRES US TO LIVE 
AGAINST OUR OWN NATURE FOR YOU? MY GIRLFRIEND AND I 
WILL COMMIT AS MUCH SODOMY ANDORALSEX AS WE WANT, 
AND IF IT MAKES US HAPPY AND TROUBLES NO ONE ELSE EX- 
CEPT FOR FASCIST EXTREMISTS LIKE YOURSELF, WHO CARES? 
IUST TRY ! O GET IN MY FACE AND STOP ME. YOU WORTHLESS 
FUCK. I TH IN K IT S HIGH TIME THAT THE RACISTS, NEO-NAZIS. 
AND MORONS BECOME THE ONE WHO MUST LIVE IN FEAR, 
RATHER THAN RESPONSIBLE, POSITIVE. CONSTRUCTIVE INDI- 
VIDUAL'* LIKE OURSELVES. CROSS MY PATH ONCE AND 1‘LLRUIN 
YOUR FI C KING LIFE, HOMOPHOBE. TRY ME. Back id the zinc: there's 
a lot here .'v f r, ?.-rme of the silly stuff is intertilling. If the editors would aim 
to produce j -:T - a* , ompact publication. rather than just entertaining them- 
Jdves. th: - uid be something really good. S3 to4 Leona Temnre, Mahwah, 
NJ 074 .10- -f.;? 

Back Ta Basics *2 he two realty strong points of this magazine arc that 
it puls a py : turditore mformaimr, at your fingertips (due to the 

millions of flic re re re; tand the news hu relates!. and i he stores of iniet- 

eslllig, well -rep: : i tos of hardcore bands, most of whom are from 

Hie NYINI we 3* I h> .. ,i!s; has interviews with Earth Crisis (in which 
Karl, 24 vear-i of ace - ispelis — apparently in his own handwriting — the 
words "careing.' f: ? a. - "stratgedy," "to" (instead of 'loo'L 

"createing," “auetuai;-' ■ aJIwuys." “ogonir.eingly." "wetting. “ 

"cummiitmeni," "ran--:: > - same” i three times), "liveing." “neeessiiysT 

"convicnee," "Jovcing : “rember," and "couldem" in the course 

of his pica for people t ' selves” I. Integrity, Excessive Force, 

Cold as Life, and Me*! >i;- ’ r r-styshiny is hand written In Rick's NYC 
diatee!. which gives this ■.•ntertaining, more personal feel, as docs 

Rick's positive, supports* .* anis hardcore unity. The only draw- 
back may be that the reviews are a . •••-.• positive and brief to be very useful, 
hm like t said Rick's main c- a. • i re -uppc-rtivn and positive, S2 to 86 3rd 
Avon ue. Patman , N J 075 - , - -. ? > i -2 7 S ■ 7 3 76 
Burn Collector: This is a snu. nr: probably for the older "more ma- 
ture" audience. Bit entirely autobiographical prose experience, It documents 
the writer s visit to Provjden ee Rj»J; -I an-J. as an excuse for him to Crim- 
ps 11 train stations to gushing "< well?' .if tiuituir, crisis and emotion, to tell 
hi s stories of search! ng for f re e beer and f .... in ,j So sn u further about life 
and such. This all sounds like means ngie ■ • .::: - el. but the writing quality is 
superh ■ Al Bttrian $ style reminds me 3 itttlt of Henry Miller, it is straight- 
forward and insightful j s.i passionate in a roundabout way. although 

Certainly more self-dec re* usd uJiimalely hope less than Miller. If you 

read much fiction m that -*eir, mi? ,, worth a try 3 stamps to 307 Bliacridge 
Road, Carrborc, NT 2~5' 

Change #6: When you jpsn the ,. iei. you see: page t— "Change ‘kine" 
in tiie old Corrosion : C Mitotmity logo, page 2 — a description of one of the 
bands interviewed Deadguy - j? '’the one band committed 10 hurting you." 



page 5—1 he editor's brilliant extremely eloquent argument i.(im histtuv will 
reveal the bands and 'zincs that stayed true to hardcore... and he warn.-,’ to he 
one of these, page 6— a columnist takir.g put shop, wildly. Inning everyone 
from Ben Weasel and "Rev. Nnrtf to treriam baud? who aim to le-au y .ill 
the lucking mearearers and replace them with white, middle class vegan 
hardcore kids who will then purify the streets of .mr notion's inner cities I", 
preaching the doctrine of straight edge to all those helpless turd hapless 
minorities." Needless to say this magazine has all the tecih ihal Anlimairei 
lacks, as well as all the quality and coverage, Anil there me ml .i|u>u '•>< 
pages more.., Over the course of those, we come upon ,1 khukIc&Kv mtelii- 
gent letters section, great controversial interviews with mumk'i-..-' l.duv 1 • 
the Day. Farcide, Craw. FugwL Lifetime. Deudguy, Helmet, C'limersuinu. 
and the editor of Suburban Voice, an article on the editor's painful experi- 
ences in the employment world, a heartbreaking story of how the editor got 
caught stealing copies to make the magazine and had 10 pny $4249 he di In 1 
have, lots of great useful reviews, and of course basket hull There's .d \<i an 
article encouraging hardcore kids to make their culture n ihrc.it .ic.im hj 

taking truly revolutionary action to stir up irouble with the quo. ralher 

than merely doing a lot of talking— (hat endear..'.: Change" to rue ... Patrick, 
name the project and I'm ready, lei's not just talk, ri hr' This 11 us k- m- 
favorite magazine of all for this issue’s reviews. S3 to t liinhw ?» .1 i one 
Westport, CT 06830 phone 203-221 0525 

Comet bus #35; This long-running ‘nine is done b> an appaiem h r 1 
ally- travel ting punk sort of guy from Berkeley. This issue consists of M 
fairly brief stories: most describe Hie author's various experiences .sci-ss 
the country with# wide voricly of people and inn wide vaviuu of situ ul ton 
others take slightly different approaches from the Same persjjeciri'C. such us 
the fable told about the Berkeley underground with [Ire punk fculs tusi ;ts 
worms and the mainsiream as birds. .Many of the stories involve e sm . v e 
drug-use, promiscuity, and other self-dcstnicuve behavior tliut would , ct 
iainly alienate alt my more uptight friends. Still, despite ihc difference in 
lifestyles, I really enjoy this— it is packed with irony and miens ling *■! ■ 
tragical ly hilarious, stories , and this guy is genuinely living « lubcsy 
different from that forced on us by mainstream western .ulioic i. , 
hardcore has to respect that, S3. 50 to Wow Cool. 18 Shan uci Squ.rc Bus 
M9. Berkeley. CA 94704 

Dead on Arrival #1: First off, this is layed tuji an-: illustraimi heauiitni:;. 1 
and professionally — Punk Planet magazine appoioatly just rev re we I n litulh 
on the assumption that a magazine must be apiece of shit n* Pc punk. Then 
are short stories and a lot of poetry mixed with uri here, rmoih. retkaum 
youth angst and religious questioning... the qualify ik wn*i 1. n, cinil- 
liam or extremely memorable, but manages no! to be laughable, an uix.uti 
plishment in itself tor most poetry Also here arc write-ups on ??.iuc undci 
ground comics, the Kill Rock Stars label, and a couple . .tiier mihiis. plus 

reviews. Neither the reviews nor the write-ups go ink. much deplb hiu 

the write-ups will be interest mg if you didn’t already know .inborn the sub 
iccts. and die reviews are occasionally poetic (Backlash sounds like ",i seed- 
ing car running over your foot as the driver spits in your eve”) Tins v. i- ., 
good start, and the editor has now moved on to publishing "[cams Whs N iahr." 
IS to RO. Box 191175, San Diego, C A 92159 phanc M 9-46.1 9497 
Directed Youth #4: Brief Cluistiiin underground musk Vim- brier intei 
view with Six Feet Deep, 25 line interview with some kid's mom. Imci 
reviews, a brief Bible quote, brief photos Brief. An attempt i.icainmMienUi 
more lhan anything, If you're Chrixiian perhaps you should take him up on 
it. SI /donation to 42 16 Garrett RiJ. #L-33, Durham, NC 27707 ot0.3 
Different Life #7: Big. small print hardcore magazine tiom th 1 /ech Re 
public, that i being a fucking uneducated American 1 1 - an! read, flint u I- -. 
loo. because it looks gteal; long, serious looking coluiims, rerv In iR-jul 
interviews with Four Walls Falling. Portraits of Past. Sensefield. ,uul Julm 
Joseph of die Cm-Mags, lengthy scene reports, lots of long review s, and to 
top it Off features with Rick/Strife and Karl /Earth < 'mis Ibai I,k.[: 




ciou si v similar to ifciu ones Minted in Inside Front... wait, lllt-W are ihts on*s . 4 

from inside From! In fucking Cacch- Ct.nl. Anywiy. if yon can rood the «* «“ ™ tablc * bwM « of las[ lsslie * *“ 



' 

with Gruff and the Bretanks, the rest of the photos' most of the 



fcmguage, check this nul, it look*, like a great magazine. Roman Saumar, 
ToFH»tuianskB 4IWIU. Usomcricc4l2 01 . Czech Republic 
Hard Side Report #1» Shis, now this one's in French, Still, I can read 
some of it; the fjm line is "¥o Was&up Muthfuckazttr. and throughout 
there are references to ‘Via scene” and "brand htssccore " Coverage seems so 
be two pans NYC tough guy hardcore and one part European hardcore- There 
is -l nice Long news section [which, in the unlikely event that I'm reading die 
French correctly, states among other things the unfounded rumour that Chain 
of Strength is reforming!), and medium length interviews with Crow n of 
Thoms and 25 (a Life (both from NYC), Out For Blood (Belgium), and 
Geilge J u :ito i from Puerto Rlco' ), 'The Madhall phniospreod centerfold is 
ihe finishing touch that leads me lo conclude that though this ifi a good first 
issue, and it's great to sec hardcore eoming out of France, their emphasis on 
NYC hardwire: and culture may be a little overzealous, 22. Alice de Maurepai. 
35700 Rennes, France 

Headline Com my r*i cations #2: This is Lhe genuine article, a political 
journal That is actually capable of being a tool tor real change. This issue 
contains an in-depth description of a community resource center in Seattle 
md what it has to offer an article describing lhe present plight of ihe West- 
ern Shoshone and specific things that individuats can do 10 help, a brief 
interview with Seattle Food Nol Bombs and a li&t of meal times and other 
information for that area, an ankle about the ridiculous Teen Dance Ordi- 
nance in Seattle and what can be done about it, a well-done interview with 
the director of a Seattle magazine that employs the homeless, and m article 
on i ape complete with u page of address and phone numbers with which to 
take action «ir seek help. The layout, too, is perfect and very user-friendly, 
let mu repeat that not only aretfitpoitani issues raised, but practical solutions 
are offered in each case, This is edited by Greg from Seattle hand Trial, and 
the sincerely bleeds, through every word, if only the members of other more 
well-known string In edge bands published magazines like this one. If you" re 
puIjitealK L?r sod ally concerned at all, contact Greg and work together. 5-1 
to PJO Bos 23325, Seattle, WA 98 102 

Icarus Was Right #1: First of all. this magazine lo^ks like a College of 
Art & I >csig n stu den i d s ho nor s thesis proj cut i n te rms of beauti E : u 1 1 ayout and 
graphs which is surprising in that n was actually done by hand by a high 
school student. ITs filled wnh fOr^epus designs, perfect photos, ai3l kinds of 
.-tip iiii , quotes from varsou- ■writers, and interesting arrangements, so 
as mere eve candy it rates high. The content is mostly comprised of short but 
fairly informative pieces. including write-ups on ‘"underground 1 comic IBooks, 
the movies A Clockwork fjr flft ge and Rompei SlPjfllUT. and books by au- 
thor* such as Nietzsche, Heller, ami Ayn Rand, a “top 6" 4 zincs countdown 
with descriptions, u well researched article on the misleading presentation 
of information by she dominant Western media, an interview with No Knife 
(who? r. and a Japanese animation feature, The reviews are loo short to he 
useful, and then.-'* an extremely long rant about the review of Dead on Ar- 
rival #1 in Punk Planes... those are the bad points. But there's a lot here for 
anyone who has A brain or broad interest s, and the prices f including adver- 
tising! are great. S2ppd to P.0 Box 391 175, San Ditto, CA 921 59 phone 
619-461-0497 

Interpol Times Wi: The bese point ahoul this Vine is that the author is. 
obviously not striving to eater to anyone clue's tasted or expectations, The 
other side of that coin in that the quality and content herein arc pretty spotty, 
hut at least it all seems genuine. The well done features are an article about 
the plighi af the homeless and she Urugaddicted l and how' it relates specifi- 
cally to people involved with hardcore and *Lrai|hi edge), the interview with 
Torn, a couple snod photos, and above all the rams and banter Emm live 
editor on such issues ns veganism (con), Larth Crisis rumors and other scene 
viruses (con), and why so many people are named Mike. The features ‘hut 
are too sdftndulgeni to be much interest to outsiders are the painfully sjlly 



waiting breathlessly for the .sequel! D.F .Mcrklinshau* Auf dem Stefansberg 
5 ft, 533^0 MqckcnheijTL Germany 

Juggernaut #1: A brief first issue, not too bod, just short,. The interviews 
art actually pretty well done; (her Noimf Antimatter one is only one half page, 
bul the Alibi nanda interview- turns it few good answer’s nul of their lyricist 
and in the 108 interview 'Vraja Kistior” (thstis not his birth name, ii means 
something in u language ihal neither [ nor, in all likelihood,. V.K. himsdf 
speak) spouts a lot of religious silliness ihai is at. leatr more coherent than 
most other interviewee bubble these days The editor gets points for asking 
questions like “I've sutrtcd reading the Bhagavad Gita, but it seems to me 
that the main story is abowi Krislma convincing Arjuna to go out and kill 
people*." which reveal that however you uy io interpret them id make them 
ie | C vem to today Is world, the ancient books; of most of today's religions 
were written to deal with the questions und conditions of cultures long past., 
which were different from our own jis crucial ways. This means that when 
you read one of these books loda^ you are likely to interpret it in light of 
your own experiences and get our of it somclbing entirely different trom 
what the writer intended. Of course ibis won't concern you if one of your 
fellow morons has convinced you that God himself wrote the book. But. 
there's not enough space to address the i — uc of religion herc h so back to the 
Tine - Besides interviews* [he only other feature is □ brief review section, 
deiem enough — in one of them we discover that Rancid dress as iF they 
were Finnish punks. SI to Jonas Rosen. Forsg. 17, 59 1 45 Motata, Sweden 
The Mad and the Slclt' The typical inside From reader may find this 
magazine just! hat — mad and sick. It use * the comic hook approach to depict 
ilorics of sadfl-masochisin and honnr, the ntio being about two to one. The 
anwork is definitely well-done arid distinctive, and in addition to the scenes 
of muscular women abusing weak, uftforturate men. we also find here re- 
prints ol i he art of Robert Williams, a harrowing collectton of artwork ere* 
uted by inmates of tiK Auschwili death camp, two stones of infamous mur- 
deresses. and a page in honor of Dostoevsky^ hikvk Crime ml PtmishiiteM . 
There's some stuff here that makc^ me uncomfortable; and some that intei- 
c&t-N me. ihe propOrtioni of each reaction will probably differ from indi- 
vidual to Individual. S2 to 4449 A Lookout Fw<|„ Virginia Beach. VA 2.1455 
No Scene #3 1 4: This is basically a few messy pages, xeroxed and stapled 
togethe: at the top. with fliers and handwriting copied on them. -#3 has a few 
very brief Erine reviews. aliSE of hardcore Ezine addresses, and a couple para- 
graphs. announcing that the editor neither tikes nor tresis Christianity #4 is 
actually shorter, bul With mote print and thus more content; interviews with 
Flick/25 ta Life on which Rick actually says some interesting things about 
the developvTStetei in his life that Led him to hardcore) and the editor of In 
Effect magazine. That - * it. 2 stamps for each issue to 1202 IF1 apt B2I 
Lincoln. NE 6H 508 

Old Maid #2: It's hard for me to decide atom this one. [ despiii; silly 'zlte^ 
and admire intelligent tmes. bui ihtsone is, unfortunately, both. The second 
page is a good example of this; it's a col I ec ism of ihtvse 11 Murphy Is S-ow 
sayings, and her silly hut witty versions of them. 'The next pagdjhi* an Alfred 
Adler quote followed by a useless micfww with "skater girl Stella Dorka.” 
The word "dork' 1 (originally a pseudonym tor the mate genitalia. 1 belie vu H 
but here apparent!) used to .Lv a certain unpopubntj with mainstream 
youth) reappears throughout thi* magazine in articles about being itraighl 
edge in your twenties, the etfiiotE cxpcnencds.us a skateboard ing woman, 
etc. Quotes from Sore Ft Kierkegaard to Rorschach; from Dostoevsky m Out- 
spoken border silly clip an, bad poeliy. an exifemely educated discussion of 
the concept of God and good and evil illustrated hy references lo a moronic 
television skn r a satiric look at "weapons tor the straight edge worrier" that 
seems to have been drawn Hj a ten year «ild and written by an eleven year 
□Id, well-done (if possibly prelcntious?) philosophical discussions of bliss 
and the human desire for freedom, and an extensive discussion of the possi- 




bftity of extraterrestrial lift visiting eanh. ! don 't know whai ro say — some 
of this is fucking annoying, some of 11 is really intelligent and interestim. if 
i! sounds Uke it might be as entertaining to you as it apparenity was to the 
author, check it out. S 3 to Christina, 24 Gveridge Lar.e, Wilton, CTOfrgO? 
Open Season #ti; This is always a favorite of mine, for sheer entertain- 
ment value and honest individuality, and this issue is the best yet, featuring 
a lengthy, involved Interview with Cause for Alarm, an interview with .Stig- 
mata (which is memorable for itas exchanger 'Talk about your colorful 
charismatic roadies . 11 ‘"Well, our roadies are aJE convicted felon s, covered 
head to toe in tattoos, and usually weighing 3(10 lbs. or more." ...and the 
editor adds a note: “'Hunk he's joking? 1 '), an interview with Cutthroat ( sample 
question: 4 *Whtf t s your favorite fishing Lure? 11 }, and interviews with N.O.T A. 
and Catharsis (the latter h difficult to read because of l he ajTangemeni.._but 
he does ask "Do you get bit by fire anti; dot down there?” and makes tun of 
she singer's last name), The reviews arc the best pan r they go into ttepth and 
add humor and interest as well ("What's this* L power violence' crap? Most of 
the kids, in these bands are neither powerful nor Yinleni." “Seven bands from 
differeni parts of the US come together on this to yell and stomp and run 
double bass pedals,” "My neighbors and co workers, are lucky lo be alive 
after I heard this?"). This issue ends with a long rant from Tony Erba about 
the editors of "Anxiety Closet" in which he describes them M "slinking 
slabs of rancid gelfite fish/' among other colorful uses of the English lan- 
guage. Icing on the cake: a couple good photos of Chorus of Disapproval, a 
photo of a ncornazi piece of shit from his town from her days as a hippy, and 
(he thanks list {which includes his African sabre-toothed frogs "Muddy and 
Drago.’ B ? S3 to P.G, Bos 10232. Rochester, NY 146 10 
Pilfct £1 Tim revolutionary anarchist magazine is pretty big for being free 
and without advertising i*ee the tide for how they pull that olT). This issue is 
comprised of a. collection of intern gent, dare I say intellectual essays on 
such subjects as the need for support of prisoners as the victims of an op^ 
pressi ve political system, the tendencies of certain feminists and others to be 
against their oppression of their own "group" without being concerned about 
oppression of others, the futility or' capitalistic environmental ism. and the 
history of anarchism in China, also included are a reprint from Anti- Boishe- 
jtik Communism , information on the Anarchist Black Cross, and an “inspU 
rational" piece on rebelling m the capitalist world. All pieces ore extensively 
researched mi footnoted, very impressively done indeed; this is no childish 
dabbling in politics. The only drawback for the typical Inside Front reader 
might he that ihis magazine is geared towards individuals who are already 
educated somewhat on these subjects; a curious outsider would have to do 
some research first or risk being coni used. Also, there's a good deal of rhetoric 
here In between the logic r and of course (in rue anarchist fashion r even if 
Tin not exactly an anarchist) I disagree with a number of the assertions; m 
here r I'll give you an example; on the Anarchic Black Cross page is ihe 
slogan J< No one is free while others are oppressed," which i 5 . patently not 
true if you look around you< however inciting it may sound, in fact, it may 
be impossible for anyone to be free wMmri others being oppressed; for ac- 
tual freedom of action includes the freedom lo do things that may oppress 
others, mid indeed [here's not much that you can do that doesn't encroach on 
the lives of those around you. Donation for postage, if you want, to 1 25 Hast 
57ih St. P Savannah, G A 3 1405 

Qu&an of the Scene: This is a hilarious little comic snip mocking high 
profite figures tn punk such as Tim of Max R & R and Jello Biafra of Alter- 
native Tentacles* Pretty harsh? postage % and a little grovcIJlngfocgging to 
PO. Box 19W. Beverly Hill, C A 90313 

Retrogression #9; 3 don't like this issue as much as former issues. The 
photos are still well reproduced, and in ihc Sick of It All interview we finally 
learn what KRS I was doing on their first record, bul there's not too much 
else here. The scene report from Italy was oJso mysteriously primed in In- 
side Front #7 P and the remainder of the magazine is mostly the editor and his 
ex-girlfriend writing back and forth about their breakup, Maybe that's your 



thing, bur some of the writing is on the level of (and I quote:) "Everything F 
do seems like a big waste of time. Why do ] even bother? I guess it doesn't 
matter, what else would I do with mv life? ! ifc sucks." This, from a per- 
son who repeals over and over that “straight edge h about being positive." 
Brian, it starts m home, and I hope you can recover from this so your ^ini' 
can be positive again too. The other subject addressed here is theft Brian 
compares an unfortunate occasion when a dumb lough guy stole a Vine 
from him at a show (and he apparemly wasn’t courageous enough to try to 
stop him) to the current hardcore trend of bootlegging postage, and asks 
why '32 cents seems like so much to pay. Well, I'll offer one of many pos- 
sible defenses for postage theft: say you do a label or a 'zinc. and you send 
nul fifty letters or more a week in your pursuit of ottering something posi- 
tive to ihc world That adds up. and perhaps you can't afford n all... and it's 
more important 10 you lo succeed in bringing something positive and con 
slrucltve into the lives of tire young people around you than it is lo not rip tiff 
the post office (which ss going io fucking survive no matter what a handful 
of kids do b hands down). Well, if you have any failh in yourself and your 
goals. you bootleg postage— and when .someone starts crying about ii you 
can't help bur feel like they're being a ridSiculous busybody. Brian's other 
arguments against stealing are that “someone, somewhere ends up paying 
for if (yes. indeed — and there arc a lot of dangerous businesses in this world 
who would do us all a favor by paying themselves right out of existence 1 
Besides, ihey have money set aside to cover theft, that might otherwise go lo 
environmentally or socially negative ends, and petty theft dnesn'i have the 
power to put ihcm out of business anyhow), and that "any mom laughl me 
that stealing is wrong" (“Whai ihe fuck? Talk about bowing down mindlessly 
to tradition and existing authority... maybe he should tell us why she l aught 
him that). The bottom line of my argument is: don't steal from Brian, he r s a 
good guy, bul just as importantly don’t adhere tn a dogmatic morality that 
prevents you from doing things that arc in your own best interest — such as 
stealing from corporations ihai are destroying our world, or e^eia stealing 
frtsm corporations that can af ford st if you ’re sure [ hat the end will justify the 
means. S3 lo 104 Newport Avenue, Attleboro, MA 0270? 
ftyst #£; Those Trial members sure are busy — member Derek edits this 
'zip*? and suns a clothing company as well. Included are two Seattle scene 
reports (a. good hardcore report and a weird metal report), a reprint of an old 
interview with the classic band BroiherfonxL an interview with Krishna bm4 
I OK, a well done look ar m dependent vs. major labels. .1 brief guide to interne 1 ; 
stuff some hardcore kids might be interested in (emit led ’'gee fee ore 
rules"... maybe these guys should link up with "Old Maid"}, u ^egan ii.:- 
section by Greg from Headline Publications, a story about a woman's dinner 
with (he late G.G. Allin, a feature on ihc Seattle .swapmeei.s, decent show 
reviews, and soma short record reviews, The layout is also beautiful %1 \o 
F-G Hot m3, Seattle, WA98I1I, 206-324-7 IS- 
Soul Doubt #7: This is a big, long, messy homemade "zrnc with spin 
covemge between hardcore and punk bands/culture, although the punk cov- 
erage concentrates more on pseudo-punk, mainstream stuff like Bad Reli- 
gion. Reading through it I find a decent discussion of a violent incident 
between SXE kids and skinheads in ihcir area, a silly Mr. T. Experience 
interview, an article entitled "why girls sudT shat j>ays some ignorant shit (at 
accuses girts, of hindering the success of their boyfriends' bands, which leaves 
out the possibility that (he reverse could ever happen... mi in ihe process 
the author suggests that what he calls -'pierced gutlerpunk trash’’ tn e "not 
attractive" Whatever ) a long and fairly well-balanced discussion of animal 
testing, an interesting Chokehuld interview, a Snapcase interview imd a num- 
ber of eon vers ali onal. not veiy tightly assembled columns on this or ihut 
punk/hardccie topic. It’s long, free, and scorns pretty genuine, despite the 
flaws of the sexist article, general messine&s, and a wondering Focus, post- 
age Sto F.O. Bos 15153, Gainesville, FL 33604 

Sober #1 : Ha haf Tim is this issue's shortesl and probably funniest 'zinc; 
ihe cover has "Sober 11 written in the Slayer logo {pcntagram-of-swtmln around 




it and everythin p. nest to a picture of a suaif hEudge kid with a baseball bat 
(lifting his fisr ai (be reader.. showing off the w OZZY' unwa across hts 
knuckles. There's an inlerview with Option in which the singe r suggests that 



“the government puts chemicals in meat ami daily products lhai control our 
mindsT There's an article by David of Anthem recommending Chnsri un- 
ity,,. hit says that whenever his family was in need of money, they would 
pray ;snd ihen an anonymous check would amvc in she mml ihe next day 1 
Ftom CocH The editor illustrates this page with ih^ Satanic cover of an <dd 
Llanrig record, but it doesn't rci-wi "Dajr^tgT U says LI DavicJ " After iJiol is 
the shortest interview I've ever seen (even in a s&c kid ’rsne) with Blood 
Runs Black, a decent enough interview with Cornerstone, and an ad lor 
Inside Front- To top everything off. it ends with :l photo of Brian from Ca- 
tharsis singing Earth Crisis lyrics. Watt;h for a new line of “Sober" clothing 
and merchandise, postage S to P.D. Box IQW. Creed moor NC 17522 phone 
919 - 52^2588 
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VIDEO REVIEWS 

FINAL COUNT hardcore video compilation 
There are fourteen bands on here, p laying pretty much one song 
each- First, the good ones: Blood let is, as they were described in 
our last issue, unbelievable live, This video, while not perfect, 
certainly captures a great deal of their musical talent and versa* 
tility. It's thrilling to watch such serious musicians live, Ground- 
work. though apparently jusi videotaped at a practise, blow away 
al l the other bands in terms of energy, They make their brand of 
screaming noise convincing and interesting. 3 was excited lo see 
Choke hold, but they pretty much just stand in place for their 
song — I think one of them was even sitting, They're kind of loo 
crowded to move, but 1 expected a band of their energy level 
would be willing lo start pushing and shoving to be able to move 
and get into their music. The Unbroken and Mouthpiece songs 
are predictable performances of 1990’s hardcore, with the kids 
singing along and such, although the whole thing seems sort of 
ritualised rather than inspired, Some of the other bands on this 
video arc Channel, Bleed, Frail, Coniagen, Single File Line, and 
3 Studies for a Crucifixion. A lot of these bands fail into the 
category of harmless-looking young kids standing around watch- 
ing other harm less- looking young kids make harmless-sounding 
noise while one of them screams and cries. If you're a harmless 
kind of kid, who likes “emo" music and thinks It sounds like fun 
to watch videos of this kind of stuff, this video is for you. Other- 
wise, you may be wondering why this stuff passes for revolu- 
tionary music at all. This video has little funny clips between 
each song: they're generally funny in a really silly, low level 
kind of way. There arc also a few special effects during some of 
the videos, including a great deal of overkill on the Mouthpiece 
song. The whole thing is decently packaged, with a little booklet 
containing band addresses and a bit of commentary. 

3RD Person, 1239 W. Cary, Apt. 2 , Richmond. VA 23220 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

Classified ad's cost Si each for 30 words plus address. 

Highest bids only tor Intergity test press (Victory, 1 rst 
7'i) and Confront test press (Dark Empire). No joke. 
Bid! Nick, P.O. Box 476, Bradford, BD1 1AA, U K. 
Telephone (0)1 27439251 8 or 1274-731339. 

OTIS REEM full length in the works, in the meantime 
we have a 7-song demo ($5) and 4 compilations with 
our music on them available, plus shirts($10), stickers 
(50 cents), and autographed band photographs ( $15, 
suitable for framing). Write us, get on the mailing list, 
and weilt keep you up to date. David Reem, 901 Kings 
Mill Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27514, telephone 
910+334+2929. Fuck off Catharsis! 

NO SCENE ZINE out now with Chris Wynne & Rick 
Healey. #5 out 10-1-95 with Yann ( SXE newsletter) 
and more, c/o B“ger r 1 202 'F #B2, Lincoln, NE 68500. 

Available soon on RELEASED POWER PRODUC- 
TIONS & INNER RAGE RECORDS: “iHarderthey 
come... Harder they tall 1 ’ comp. CD with 25 TA LI FE, 
ENRAGE, VISION OF DISORDER, MAXIMUM PEN- 
ALTY, FURY OF V, JUDGEMENT DAY NYC. INDECI- 
SION, CONGRESS, and a couple more bands. Dis- 
tributors, get in touch right now!! Still available on 
R.P.P.: INDECISION iiRessu radio nii 7ii r ONE FOR 
ONE "I won't lose!' 71' ($6 each or $10 for both 
records). Bands, send us your demos for a possible 
record deal. Write now for further info: RPP, Av. V, 
Olivier, 10A/67, 1070 Brussels, Belgium (fax 32-2— 
5217652), 

Graffiti bandits — The one stop shop for all your graffiti 
needs, Fat tips $6 per pack of 20, thin tips $6 per 25. 
Graffiti Bandits magazine featuring interviews, ad's, 
outlines, and pie's from around the globe— issue #1 out 
in early '96. Send in clear pic’s of your work. Send well 
hidden cash or postal m.o. made out to Graffiti Bandits, 
P.O. Box 1641, Columbia, MO 21044. $1 for complete 
list of graft, mag's, videos, shirts, hats, tips, other 
supplies. 

Well trade Inside Front releases or other shit for the 
following; Agnostic Front "Live at CBGB's' video (come 
on, doesn’t anyone know anything about this? ), Oi 
Polioi (’Resist This Atomic Menace'' 7" (even the re- 
press) or other OLD Oi Polioi, Antidote 7" (‘can't hurt to 
try), Cro-Mags 12ii (the good one, you idiot). Ragnar 
Redbeard's book ilMi I Makes Right", any fucking 
artwork by Ernst Fuchs anyone can ttnd anywhere, or 
bootlegs/rare recordings of Uiamonda Galas or recent 
Neurosis inusiC. Uirite tile inland Empire address. We 
want this stuff bad. please try to help us out! 



An Apology 

This issue of Inside From was extremely lyre coming our. 
We always try to get our magazine our on time, so it wi II be lip to 
date and dependable: hui we had some problems this time. First, 
the decision to include a CD rather than a 7” impeded us a bit; and 
second, we had some difficulties working whit a “comrade 1 * of 
ours in the hardcore community: Mike Warden ol Conquer the 
World records. A while back he contacted me and informed me 
[hat he could press a thousand CD's for me for $750. Thai sounded 
like a good deal, and he assured me that 1 could trust hmt to gci 
them printed on rime, so l sent him the money and the master rape. 
As soon ns lie received them he .stopped re turn tig my calls, and 
when I reached him he said that his CD plant had inexplicably 
hatted production on ail his projects, because he owed them about 
ten thousand dollars. They had a collection lawyer after him. and 
not only all that, but they had taken ail the money I had sent him 
and would not give it back. Obviously, he knew that he owed them 
that much money laud that it was bound to cause him trouble i 
when he suggested that I work with him. Perhaps he deviously 
planned to ger the money from me to help him pay off the loan, 
and then to eventually get my CD's to me whenever — and if 
ever — his trouble with the company magically panned out (“dud*, 
this is hardcore, nobody gets their records out on lime.,."); or 
perhaps he just wasn't using his brain, Either way he caused us a 
lot of trouble. Rather than promise me ahe would lake care of 
everything or get my money back to me. he told me that iFictc was 
nolhtug he could do about it and that he would iry to get some 
money from people who owed him.,, but he couldn't promise me 
anything. After harassing him lor a while and going through a 
great deal of trouble to iry to work things oul with hint. I began to 
suspecL that he just didn't care aboul solving the problem. (finally 
called Upjohn from Very distribution, who kindly promised to 
reroute $750 of his debts to Mike back to me. Mike halfheartedly 
agreed to this. 4ind then, after he no longer had any of my money 
hostage, begged me not to tell anyone what kind of trouble he had 
caused us with his unbusinesslike and possibly downright mali- 
cious behavior. I didn't make any promises: it's important that we 
all know who can be counted upon and who can’t. We wem io it 
different CD company, and ended up spending a lot more money 
than we have. On top of that, we still haven’t vet received the 5750 
back. ,, $750 that we needed to keep contribuling our part to 
hardcore, 

So, on behalf of Inside Front, For making a bad business 
decision regarding whom we can trust, and or behalf of Mike 
Warder, for sabotaging the efforts of his friends in the hardcore 
community, I would like to apologize for the tardiness of this issue 
and assure you that we will do our best to avoid this sort of 
problem in the future. Thank you for reading and understanding 
— Brian D. 



from the Inside Front address. 



This CD and Magazine are avai liable together for 

Bui should you have to pay more 
to some distributor or store, 
don't lei it pul you out of order- 
It's just a token fee for accessibility and case 
anil avoiding the slow IF mailorder 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising policy here is simple: anyone can do 
it. But if we don't like your ad, we ll mock you 
and make you look stupid- 

quarter page — $ 1 5 

half page — $30 

30 word classified $2 
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probable caL&e found, 
r- Daniel Thomas Trudett. poescs* 
pon Pf nuts* dfistnectlofi, dismiss- 
I ed hy the prosecutor. 
f Donald Wavne Whi 



( ^airman - 
Bruin Din gl aline 
Layout Liity - 

Scott Qgilvie 

Mai hirdtr Dtpartnwa l- i^EZSZSSSL,,* 



Danny Tnulell 
Label Coordinator- 

N nd in Criinethinc. 

Ssjjslari' 

Laura Cadavtma 



son St is th an i§/£0 a sentenced to 45 
days , suspended 12 Months, pay Vim 
fine and court cost. 

Rkky Witnbush^ posaEsa drug 
PBrflphejroSJa, sentenced to 45 days, 
appended 12 months; driving while 
fccentie rdvo^ftt. 

AHanta Headquarters - * QfficeT - “wdidited. sentenced te 

Rav ami Kitty Dittgledine 

and a host of other criminals and unbelievers 
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$6 world 

Wholesale $3 each USA $5 each world 



• ISSUE #9 • 

...will be out March 1, 1996. (We mean it 
this time, Jojo is insisting on it.) It comes 
with a Stormstrike Records sampler 7” 
featuring MAYDAY, LASH OUT, 
CONTENTION, and SOULSTICE (U.K.). 
It also includes a feature on advice for 
touring bands, interviews, and everything 
else you've come to expect. 

ONLY $2 USA/ $4 World 
(wholesale $1 USA/ $2 World ) 
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BACK CATALOGUE 

(S9ue#7; Another thick, full- sized Issue. Interviews with 
ABHINANCA and DOUGHNUTS, many columns (including 
screaming with Qwid/ integrity and releasing records with Josh 
Baker/ Endless Fight Records), extensive reviews of demos/ 
records/ zines/ books/videos/shows. scene reports from Florida to 
New Jersey (o the Czech Republic, and much much more. We 
made (his one extra cheap so (hat anyone can dislribut Lt. 

S f USA t $2 World, ..wdoiesBta: 2Q copies tor $5 USA/ $10 worm 

Issue 06: This one comes with a compilation featuring LASH OUT, 
BACKLASH, TENSION, BROTHER'S KEEPER, ABHINANDA, 
ATLAS SHRUGGED. TIM ESCAPE ZERO, the mighty OTIS REEM, 
and one other, The 'zine includes lyrics and write- ups on these 
oands, plus interviews with STARKWEATHER and UNBROKEN, 
as well as the usual extensive interviews, columns, and more. 

$4 USA/ SSwofid. wholesale: $3 USA' $5 world 




Inland Empire Productions 

h i 

2695 Rangewood Drive 
Atlanta. GA 30345 USA 



Issue #5:1 merviews with STRIFE, LASH OUT, CONVERGE, 
ENDLESS FIGHT rec 's. Tony Erba (H-100's/ex- Face Value), and 
Adel 1 56 (Timescape Zero/ Feast of Hate and Fear), news, etc, 

Only one lucking stamp USA/ $ f world, 

wholesale: 24 copies for only $ 3 USA/$S work! 

INSIDE FRONT SHIRTS: Thsse extra large, double- sided shirts 
feature the Inside Front logos from (he cover of Issue 05. We 
printed (he last batch with Dark Empire, and while the back is slill 
blue, the (ront is now done in various swifts of black and green. $o 
each sh'rt Is different from the others. These are a fundraisr for 
Inside Front, to help pay for the projects I only break even on (for 
Instance, l sell #7 for a dollar, but it's one dotler for postage coats 
atone to mail it...) so please do help us stay in 'business," Plus 
they look pretty damn good. 

$tQ USA/S13 world... wholesale (3 or more} : S7 U$A / SlO world 

We also carry a number of other magazines 
and records, feel free to inquire. 




